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WHY  IS  TOM  MORAN  ROOTING  FOR  CHRIS 
CHRISTIE  TO  RUN  FOR  PRESIDENT?  ONLY 
OUR  FORMER  GOVERNOR,  HE  WRITES,  CAN 
GIVE  DONALD  TRUMP  “THE  THRASHING 
HE  DESERVES”  IN  A  DEBATE.      A14

CHRISTIE
VS. TRUMP

Michael Noriega speaks Monday at the Statehouse in Trenton after being announced as Gov. Phil Murphy’s state Supreme Court pick.

Brent Johnson   For The Star-Ledger 

Michael Noriega has spent years both as 
a public defender and a private attorney in 
New Jersey, but he noted Monday he has 
long wanted to be a judge.

The Union City native remembered the 
time when he moved back home with his 
Peruvian immigrant parents while attend-
ing Seton Hall Law School and set up an 
office in the house.

“My dad jokingly, perhaps presciently, 
began to call that room the ‘courtroom’ 
and he took to calling me ‘Judge,’ ” Noriega 
said.

He may soon formally achieve that post, 
as a justice on New Jersey’s highest court, 
in the process making history and settling 
a long period of upheaval.

G ov.  Ph i l  Mu r phy on Mond ay 
announced he is nominating Noriega, a 
lawyer focused on immigration, criminal 
defense, and personal injury, as his fourth 
pick for the state Supreme Court.

If confirmed by the state Senate as an 

associate justice, the 45-year-old Demo-
crat from Union County would be the first-
ever former public defender to serve on 
the seven-member court and its third-ever 
Hispanic member.

The Fanwood resident would also give 
the court its first full slate of confirmed 
justices since December 2021, filling the 
last remaining open seat on a bench that 
has been stricken with three vacancies 
over the last few years.

“I pray and hope that I have had a sin-
cere positive impact on our legal system 
and the lives of the people that I have rep-
resented over these past 20 years,” Noriega 
said after Murphy introduced him during 

a ceremony in the rotunda of the newly 
renovated Statehouse in Trenton.

“But now, my commitment is to all of 
the people of New Jersey, as I bring to 
bear my knowledge and experience to 
help shoulder this enormous responsibil-
ity I am honored to undertake.”

Currently, Noriega is an attorney 
focused on immigration and crimi-
nal law at the Scotch Plains law firm of 
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & 
Mangan, LLC., headed by state Sen. Jon 
Bramnick, R-Union. He has argued in 
front of the state Supreme Court twice in 
the last two years, once on behalf of the

N.J. SUPREME COURT

For onetime public defender, 
judgeship holds a special appeal

Noriega’s family watches the announcement.   Photos by Phil McAuliffe, for The Star-Ledger

Murphy’s nominee to state’s 

top court poised to make 

history — and fulfill late 

dad’s prophetic words.

Durham’s four-year inquiry 

finds bureau’s handling of case 

“seriously deficient,” produces 

few consequences in court.

Devlin Barrett and Perry Stein    
Washington Post

Special counsel John Durham has 
issued a long-awaited report that sharply 
criticizes the FBI for investigating the 
2016 Trump campaign based on “raw, 
unanalyzed, and uncorroborated intelli-
gence,” a conclusion that may fuel rather 
than end partisan debate about politi-
cization within the Justice Department 
and FBI.

Durham was appointed in 2019 by 
President Donald Trump’s attorney gen-
eral, William P. Barr, to reexamine how 
government agents hunted for possible 
links between the Trump campaign and 
Russian efforts to interfere in the presi-
dential election.

The report, coming almost four years 
to the day since Durham’s assignment 
began, will likely be derided by Demo-
crats as the end of a partisan boondog-
gle. Republicans will have to wrestle
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Someone alert Jerry Seinfeld. Just be 
prepared to leave a callback number.

Gov. Phil Murphy signed a bipar-
tisan law Monday that would require 
telemarketers to not only state their 
name and what they’re selling within 30 
seconds of calling a potential customer 
in New Jersey but also the name of whom 
they’re representing and a phone number 
to reach them.

It’s nicknamed the “Seinfeld bill,” in 
reference to an iconic moment on the leg-
endary 1990s sitcom.

Remember? Jerry gets a call from a 
telemarketer while he has guests over 
and asks for the man’s home number so 
he can reach him later. The telemarketer 
says he’s not allowed to give out his num-
ber.

“Oh, I guess you don’t want people 
calling you at home,” Jerry says. “Well, 
now you know how I feel.”

STATEHOUSE

‘Seinfeld bill’ on 
telemarketers 
becomes law

WASHINGTON

Report sharply 
criticizes FBI 
probe of Trump’s 
2016 campaign
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TIRED OF CLIMBING STAIRS?
GET THE FREEDOM AND MOBILITY YOU DESERVE!

908-280-4523
WilliamsLifts.com
24 South Avenue, 
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RENTALS | SALES | REPAIRS
Call for a free brochure or estimate ENJOY YOUR FREEDOM AND THE OUTDOORS!

STAIRLIFTS RAMPS
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A Stairlift  
Can Change  

Your Life!
For details see 

the bottom of this page.
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