
Police charged a Mount Laurel 

man with first-degree murder 

in the slaying of Carol Reiff. An 

affidavit explained the evidence. 

Camille Furst   For South Jersey Times

An affidavit of probable cause has 
shed light on how investigators say they 
recently used advancements in DNA 
technology to make an arrest 10 years 
after the brutal slaying of a Gloucester 
Township woman.

Authorities this week charged Joseph 
Grisoff, a 59-year-old Mount Laurel man 
who was a maintenance worker at Carol 
Reiff’s apartment complex, with first-de-
gree murder in her 2013 killing. Though 
police interviewed Grisoff a decade ago, 
documents say they charged him only 
now, after retesting old evidence.

Reiff was reported as a missing person 
on June 21, 2013, after family members 
said she didn’t arrive to a planned beach 
trip and failed to answer her phone, 
authorities said.

Officers found an empty Corona 
beer bottle in Reiff’s kitchen sink while 
searching for her, according to the affida-
vit of probable cause for Grisoff’s arrest.

Three days later, police found the 
59-year-old’s body in a wooded area 
behind an old maintenance building of 
her apartment complex, officials said.

Reiff’s body was lying face-down and 
unclothed except for a T-shirt around her 
neck, the affidavit said. An autopsy could 
not determine the cause or manner of 
death because her body was too decom-
posed, police said.

Officers interviewed Grisoff, a main-
tenance worker who lived near Reiff’s 
apartment, authorities said. Grisoff car-
ried maintenance keys which allowed 
him to open doors in the apartment com-
plex, according to the affidavit.

Grisoff told officers he saw Reiff out-
side regularly, the affidavit said. He 
admitted to complimenting her in the 
past but said he had never been inside 
her apartment, police said.

Grisoff said he last spoke with Reiff, 
who was wearing a T-shirt and jeans, on
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Michael Noriega has spent years both 
as a public defender and attorney in New 
Jersey, but he noted Monday he has long 
wanted to be a judge.

The Union City native remembered the 
time when he moved back home with his 
Peruvian immigrant parents while attend-
ing Seton Hall Law School and set up an 
office in the house.

“My dad jokingly, perhaps presciently, 
began to call that room the ‘courtroom’ 
and he took to calling me ‘Judge,’” Noriega 
said.

He may soon formally achieve that post, 
as a justice on New Jersey’s highest court 
— while making history and settling a 
long period of upheaval in the process.

G ov.  Ph i l  Mu r phy on Mond ay 
announced he is nominating Noriega, a 

lawyer focused on immigration, crimi-
nal defense, and personal injury, as his 
fourth pick for the state Supreme Court.

If confirmed by the state Senate as an 
associate justice, the 45-year-old Dem-
ocrat from Union County would be the 
first-ever former public defender to serve 
on the seven-member court and its third-
ever Hispanic member.

The Fanwood resident would also give 
the court its first full slate of confirmed 
justices since December 2021, filling the 
last remaining open seat on a bench that 
has been stricken with three vacancies 
over the last few years.

“I pray and hope that I have had a sin-
cere positive impact on our legal system 
and the lives of the people that I have 
represented over these past 20 years,” 
Noriega said after Murphy introduced
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Bloody jeans, 
beer bottle 
lead to arrest 
in 2013 killing
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Murphy’s new N.J. Supreme Court pick could 
make history — and end political saga

Gov. Phil Murphy on Monday 

formally introduced Michael 

Noriega as his fourth nominee 

to the state’s highest court.

Gov. Phil Murphy shakes hands with Michael Noriega Monday as the governor announces he is nominating the attorney to be a jus-
tice on the state Supreme Court.   Phil McAuliffe, for NJ Advance Media

Sea Isle City prohibits backpacks 

on the city’s promenade, 

beaches and beach street-ends 

between 10 p.m. and 1 a.m.

Jeff Goldman   For South Jersey Times

A nighttime backpack ban in a popular 
Jersey Shore town that took effect Monday 
sounds more ominous than it really is, the 
mayor said.

While a new ordinance in Sea Isle City 
prohibits backpacks on the city’s prom-
enade, beaches and beach street-ends 
between 10 p.m. and 1 a.m. starting Mon-
day and running until Sept. 15, Mayor 
Leonard Desiderio said police aren’t look-
ing to hassle residents or the thousands 
of visitors that descend on the Cape May 
County community each summer.

A second ordinance set to take effect 
next week extended a nighttime curfew 

for people 17 and younger that previously 
applied to only the beach area to the entire 
city. Both are designed to keep the peace 
and limit large crowds from gathering in 
the heavily trafficked promenade near the 
beach, according to the mayor.

“Both these ordinances are very, very 
benign,” Desiderio said by phone on Fri-
day. “We do not want to give anyone a 
record. We’re not looking for any prob-
lems. We’re not going to harass anyone. 
This is just a tool that the police have. We 
hope we don’t have to use it.”

Desiderio said its primary purpose it to 
prevent large groups of teens from congre-
gating in one place, which could poten-
tially lead to problems.

“All it takes is a few to get all the kids 
riled up and you’ve got a couple hundred 
not listening and doing what they want,” 
the mayor said.

By the letter of the law, anyone with a 
bag larger than 8 inches by 6 inches by 8 
inches will receive two warnings before 
being issued a fine that starts at $25. There

A new ordinance prohibits backpacks on the city’s promenade, beaches and beach 
street-ends between 10 p.m. and 1 a.m. starting May 15 and running until Sept. 15.    
South Jersey Times file photo

SEA ISLE CITY

Shore town’s late-night backpack ban, youth curfew begin
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WITH YET ANOTHER SECOND-ROUND 
EXIT, THE SIXERS WILL HAVE TO ENDURE 
MORE OFFSEASON QUESTIONS ABOUT 
WHAT THE TEAM STILL NEEDS IN ORDER 
TO CLIMB TO THE NEXT LEVEL.    B1
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