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IT WILL BE CELTICS
VS. HEAT, AGAIN
When the Eastern
Conference Finals begin, it
will mark the sixth time the
two teams have faced off in
the playoffs and fourth time
the they have met in the
conference finals. Page B1

WORLD & NATION

MAKING FLYING SAFER
The Transportation Security
Administration has begun a
pilot program to assess the
use of facial recognition
technology at a number of
airports across the country.
However, critics have raised concerns about potential
bias. Page B3
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MOSTLY CLOUDY
Highs the 70s, lows
in the 30s tonight.
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By NORA DOYLE-BURR
Valley News Staff Writer

LEBANON — The City Council on
Wednesday is holding a public hearing on a
request for the council’s support of two
grant applications from an organization
seeking to establish a residential addiction
treatment facility for mothers and their
children in Lebanon. If approved, the two
grants could yield a combined $1 million.

The organization, Families Flourish
Northeast, has a signed letter of intent with
Alice Peck Day Memorial Hospital to use
the 11,000-square-foot Homestead building
on APD’s campus on Mascoma Street. The
two organizations are currently negotiating
a long-term lease, and Families Flourish
aims to begin renovating by the end of
2024.

As proposed, the facility would provide
care for as many as 14 pregnant and par-
enting women and their children up to age
12. There are currently just two such facili-
ties in New Hampshire, which comprise 26
treatment beds, and both are located in the
southern part of the state and have waiting
lists of as much as six months.

“Since the onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, rates of substance-exposed preg-
nancies and the severity of maternal sub-
stance use have increased in the Upper
Valley, as well as statewide,” according to
materials Families Flourish provided to the

Addiction treatment center
would serve mothers, kids

Recover y
fac ility
seeking
g rants
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VALLEY NEWS — JENNIFER HAUCK
In a small ceremony in Colburn Park in Lebanon, on Monday, Marylyn Peden and Michael Ventre, both of New York City, are
married by officiant Orin Pacht, of Thetford, as Lauren Nolan and her daughter Isla Lago, 3, of North Hartland watch. The
couple met when Marylyn worked at nearby Lucky’s Coffee Garage and Michael Ventre, who is a commercial airline pilot,
would stop by. They said they wanted to be married close to where they met with their friends in attendance.

By NORA DOYLE-BURR
Valley News Staff Writer

LEBANON — Amid the ongo-
ing housing crunch in the Twin
States, people were cleared out
earlier this spring from the eight
rooms in the front portion of a

building on Bank Street in down-
town Lebanon, which is slated for
demolition.

The demolition of 14 Bank St.,
near Colburn Park and across
from AVA Gallery, is part of plan
for a 26-unit residential develop-
ment, which has been delayed
due to supply and labor prob-
lems, according to property
owner Jolin Salazar-Kish.

In spite of the construction de-

lays, residents needed to be re-
moved because that part of the
building, which dates to 1848,
“needed more immediate atten-
tion,” Salazar-Kish said.

Tenants had a two-month
warning before leases were dis-
continued on April 1, said Lynne
Goodwin, Lebanon’s human ser-
vices director. Goodwin said her
office heard from only one tenant
who needed assistance relocat-

ing in late March.
“I was surprised by that,”

Goodwin said, given the scarcity
of housing in the Upper Valley.

While the office was in the pro-
cess of providing the requested
assistance, the person was able
to find alternative housing, Good-
win said.

With those eight Bank Street

Developer cites challenges
building new apartments

Tenants cleared; construction delayed
LEB ANON

By JOHN LIPPMAN
Valley News Staff Writer

NEWPORT — The youngest of five people
— including three family members —
charged in connection with the dumping of
the body of a suspected overdose victim in the
woods earlier this spring will plead guilty.

Jacob Ayotte, 19, has filed a notice of intent

to plead guilty with Sullivan
County Superior Court in
Newport to abuse of a
corpse and unauthorized re-
lease and transfer of a body,
according to a plea agree-
ment entered May 8.

Ayotte will serve a 12
month sentence in Sullivan
County jail’s residential min-

imum security Transitional Reentry and In-
mate Life Skills (TRAILS) treatment pro-
gram on the abuse of corpse charge.

On the unauthorized release and transfer
of a body charge, he is to receive a second 12-
month sentence — suspended for five years
— and be placed on probation for two years.
He’s to have no contact with the victim’s fam-
ily, per the plea agreement.

Ayotte, who is currently free on bail and re-
siding in Newport, is scheduled for plea and
sentencing hearing on May 22, two months af-
ter he was charged.

“He’s a young kid and he made a bad deci-

Five people have been charged with
abuse of corpse in overdose death

Defendant in body-dumping case to plead guilty
NE WPORT

By MICHAEL CASEY
Associated Press

BOSTON — As a citizen of the Qua-
paw Nation, Ahnili Johnson-Jennings
has always seen Dartmouth College as
the university for Native American stu-
dents.

Her father graduated from the school,
founded in 1769 to educate Native Ameri-

cans, and she had come to rely on its net-
work of students, professors and admin-
istrators. But news that the Ivy League
school identified partial skeletal remains
of 15 Native Americans in one of its col-
lections has Johnson-Jennings and oth-
ers reassessing that relationship.

“It’s hard to reconcile. It’s hard to see
the college in this old way where they
were taking Native remains and using
them for their own benefit,” said John-
son-Jennings, a senior and co-president
of Native Americans at Dartmouth.

Dartmouth College auditing
ancestral remains of Indigenous

people found in collection

A demand for accountability
H ANOVER

AP – CHARLES KRUPA
Dartmouth College students Marisa Joseph, left, a
member of the Tulalip Tribes, poses with Ahnili
Johnson-Jennings, a member of the Quapaw,
Choctaw, Sac and Fox and Miami tribes, in the Native
American House at Dartmouth College.SEE REM AINS A8

By SRUTHI GOPALAKRISHNAN
Concord Monitor

Alison Palmer thought she had mother-
hood figured out after her first pregnancy.

Her son Matt was a dream baby. He fol-
lowed a predictable feeding schedule and
slept on schedule like clockwork. But with
her second son Ryan, it was completely dif-
ferent. Ryan was anything but predictable –
he didn’t sleep well, was hard to console
and difficult with breastfeeding.

Even with 27 years of experience in the
field of women’s health – she has been a la-
bor and delivery nurse and has counseled
women on signs of postpartum depression
– Palmer found herself in uncharted terri-
tory, trying to navigate the wild and unpre-
dictable world of caring for a newborn while
struggling with her own mental health.

“When I had my kids and I had worked in
the field, I felt like I knew all about postpar-
tum depression and anxiety,” said Palmer.

Maternal well-being comes into focus
as May 3 becomes Mental Health

Awareness Day in NH

‘It ’s OK to
not be OK’

MENTAL HEALTH

SEE HE ALTH A5

SEE H O US I N G A4

Ayot te

SEE CORP SE A4

SEE GR ANTS A5


	A1 (Daily-FrontPage-NOSKYBOX) - 341

