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INSIDE
REGION

‘GLIMMER OF HOPE’
FOR TINY BATS
Last month, a report by the
North American Bat
Conservation Alliance found
that 81 of the 154 known
bat species in the United
States, Canada and Mexico
are at severe risk from white
nose infection, climate
change and habitat loss.
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By JAMIE L. COSTA
Monitor staff

A historical marker in Concord
commemorating the birthplace of la-
bor activist and feminist Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn was removed Mon-
day two weeks after it was un-
veiled. 

Born in Concord in 1890, Gurley
Flynn became prominent as a labor
leader, feminist organizer, and a
founder of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union. She was also member of
the American Communist
Party, which she chaired later in life.
Despite her historic significance,
Governor Chris Sununu and two
members of the Executive Council
expressed their disapproval of her
Communist affiliation and called for
the marker’s removal following its
installation earlier this month.

The green and white marker was
removed over the objection of those
who petitioned for the historical sign
to be placed in Concord near Gurley
F l y n n’s birthplace. 

 “To have the state say it’s un-
comfortable with her memory and
historical value being recognized be-
cause certain elements of her career

Governor, Executive Council
took issue with Gurley Flynn’s

Communist involvement
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By JAMIE L. COSTA
Monitor staff

A Penacook woman was found
guilty of fatally striking a bicyclist
with her vehicle nearly five years
ago after a week long trial where ju-
rors deliberated for less than three
hours.

Jessica Warren, 46, was found
guilty late Friday on a felony charge
of causing death while driving with a
suspended license, when she struck
and killed Army veteran and New
Hampshire State Prison Sergeant
Patrick Bettens, then 41, while he
was riding his bicycle in Concord in
September 2018.

The guilty verdict holds a maxi-
mum penalty of seven years. Warren
will be sentenced at a later date.

Warren initially faced charges of
vehicular assault and driving with a
suspended license, both misde-
meanors, and two violations of going
over a solid line and following a vehi-
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O n the long list of difficult
things needed to reduce
future climate change,
weaning buildings off fos-

sil fuels and onto electricity is near
the top of the complexity scale.
When you’re talking about a mish-
mosh of old buildings in a New
England town, it’s practically No. 1.

“What we’ve learned over the 10
or so years doing this is that heat
pumps are a fantastic idea but
when you go into a home in New
England … even if we were giving
out heat pumps for free, the barri-
ers to install are pretty high,” said
Dennis Luong, general manager of
the North East for BlocPower, a
firm that finances and facilitates
decarbonization for buildings.
“They ’re old houses, leaky, they

need other upgrades and remedia-
tion to take advantage of what a
heat pump can offer. … There’s as-
bestos, weathering, upgrading
knob-and-tube wiring and electrical

panels, lead paint – in Boston that’s
a huge one. You can’t get a permit
until you work on all those.”

And that, he said, is a real prob-
lem: “If you say I have to do 12 of
these things before I can put a
heat-pump in, customers will say:
No thanks, too much work, I’ll keep
burning fossil fuels.”

BlocPower will have a chance to
tackle this problem in New Hamp-
shire over the next 15 months. The
town of Peterborough has just
signed a contract for it to decar-
bonize 10 to 15 buildings in town –
private, commercial, religious, mu-
nicipal, whatever – as a pilot to help
guide the town in its a goal of heat-
ing every building, public and pri-
vate, without fossil fuels by 2050.

“We ’re not asking people to rip
out good equipment to do this. Be-
tween now and 2050, virtually every
furnace and boiler in the town is
going to be replaced; we want to be
ready to replace them” with elec-

tric heat pumps or other non-fossil-
fuel-burning alternatives, said Bob
Harring-Smith, co-leader of the vol-
unteer group called PREP that
spurred the move.

BlocPower is not an installer of
heat pumps and other electrifica-
tion equipment like induction
stoves. They provide expertise to
help building owners determine
what’s needed and feasible, as well
as lower-cost financing to make
changes.

“We partner with local contrac-
tors as much as possible to execute
the work,” said Luong. The com-
pany will be holding a contractor
workshop soon. “It requires a build-
ing-by-building analysis. The advan-
tage that BlocPower has in doing
this is we have a library full of best
practices – both good, and bad to be
avoided – and some technology that
helps us scale up quickly.”

Peterborough to contract with
BlocPower on ways to transition

away from fossil fuel heat

Town starts decarbonization pilot

By DAVID BROOKS
Monitor staff

One of the most interesting roofs in
downtown Concord will get refur-
bished this summer, meaning it won’t
be leaking into the smoke alarm sys-
tem any more.

“In the spring, the smoke alarm
went off. Water had found its way in
them – we had to call the fire depart-
ment,” said Nadine Miller, secretary
for the Woman’s Club of Concord.

The club’s historic Chamberlin
House at 44 Pleasant Street still has
the slate roof that was installed in
1886 and time has taken its toll.

This week, the New Hampshire
Preservation Alliance, partnering
with The 1772 Foundation, announced
a $9,000 grant towards repairing the
roof. Combined with $18,300 already

CONCORD: Wo m a n’s Club historic Chamberlin House has received grant funding
to restore its slate roofing, which currently leaks and triggered fire alarms this spring
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The slate roof of the Woman’s Club of Concord as seen from the attic of the Century 21 Circa 72 building next door on Monday. The club
is getting a grant to work on the roof.

The slate roof of the Woman’s Club of Concord as seen from the attic of the
Century 21 Circa 72 building next door.
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