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Man called hero
Blair man killed in shooting called 

hero for protecting his sister.  
Midlands, Page A3

Dog turns 31
The world’s oldest dog recently cele-
brated his 31st birthday, according to 

Guinness World Records. Page A5

Nebraska didn’t 
land top recruit 

Dylan Raiola, 
but being in the 

running was 
still a win.

 Sports

Retiring 
UNL 
professor 
known for 
research 
on politics, 
biology. 
Midlands, 
Page A3

MOLLY ASHFORD
World-Herald Staff Writer 

The mother of a La Vista boy 
who went missing from his ele-
mentary school in 2021 has filed a 
civil lawsuit alleging that the Pa-
pillion La Vista school district was 
negligent in supervising her son. 

Around noon on May 17, 2021, 
11-year-old Ryan Larsen walked 
out the front doors of La Vista 
West Elementary School. Ryan 
was on an individualized educa-
tion plan and had a previous his-
tory of running away from school. 
Despite an extensive search and 
investigation, he hasn’t been 
found. 

The lawsuit filed in federal court 
Friday by Ryan’s mother, Tammi 
Larsen, alleges that the Papillion 
La Vista Community School Dis-
trict was negligent in supervising 
Ryan and violated multiple federal 
laws meant to protect students 
with disabilities. 

According to the lawsuit, Ryan 
began attending La Vista West 
Elementary as a kindergartener 
in 2014. He had already been di-
agnosed with a seizure disorder 
prior to starting school, and in 
the coming years, he would receive 
additional diagnoses of autism 
spectrum disorder and Tourette’s 
syndrome.

The lawsuit describes Ry-
an’s learning, social and 

communication skills as “sub-
stantially delayed,” and he strug-
gled to communicate his needs to 
adults. As a result, he was placed 
on an individualized education 
plan, or IEP, which was regularly 

updated by his teachers and spe-
cial education professionals. 

Ryan’s IEP included informa-
tion about his tendency to run 

Mother of missing boy files 
suit against school district

CHRIS MACHIAN, THE WORLD-HERALD 

A faded poster noting Ryan Larsen’s disappearance is taped on a pole outside La Vista Keno and Sports Bar a year ago. Ryan 
slipped out of La Vista West Elementary School on May 17, 2021, at midday and disappeared.

ERIC TUCKER AND  
LINDSAY WHITEHURST

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A special 
prosecutor found that the FBI 
rushed into its investigation of 
ties between Russia and Don-
ald Trump’s 2016 campaign 
and relied too much on raw and 
unconfirmed intelligence as he 
concluded a four-year probe that 

fell far short of the 
former president’s 
prediction that the 
“crime of the cen-
tury” would be 
uncovered.

The report 
Monday from 
special counsel 
John Durham rep-
resents the long-awaited culmi-
nation of an investigation that 
Trump and allies had claimed 
would expose massive wrong-
doing by law enforcement and 
intelligence officials. Instead, 

Durham’s inves-
tigation delivered 
u n d e r w h e l m -
ing results, with 
prosecutors se-
curing a guilty 
plea from a lit-
tle-known FBI 
employee but 
losing the only 

two criminal cases they took to 
trial.

The roughly 300-page report 
catalogs what Durham says were 
a series of missteps by the FBI 
and Justice Department as inves-

tigators undertook a politically 
explosive probe in the heat of the 
2016 election into whether the 
Trump campaign was colluding 
with Russia to tip the outcome.

It criticized the FBI for opening 
a full-fledged investigation based 
on “raw, unanalyzed and uncor-
roborated intelligence,” saying 
the speed at which it did so was 
a departure from the norm. And 
it said investigators repeatedly 
relied on “confirmation bias,” 
ignoring or rationalizing away 

Probe of Trump-Russia investigation ends

LINCOLN (AP)— Conservative 
Nebraska lawmakers are taking 
what could be an all-or-nothing 
bet by proposing to merge two 
of the legislative session’s most 
contentious proposals — one to 
restrict abortion and another that 
would ban gender-affirming care 
for minors.

The unconventional move fol-
lows conservatives’ failure by a 
single vote last month to advance 
a bill that would have banned 
abortion around six weeks of 
pregnancy. Now, conservatives 
are backing an effort to amend the 
transgender health bill to include 
restricting abortion to 12 weeks of 
gestation.

The strategy sets up a vote 
Tuesday that could give conser-
vatives a win on both abortion 
and trans health measures this 
year — or could see them lose 
both.

Here’s a look at the combina-
tion of the trans and abortion 
proposals and how the process 
of debating and voting on them 
is expected to play out this week:

How the Nebraska 
Legislature works: 

Nebraska has the only 
one-chamber, nonpartisan Leg-
islature in the country, meaning 
its process of passing bills is also 
uncommon.

Bills introduced at the beginning 
of the legislative session all get 
public committee hearings, and the 
committee later decides whether to 
advance a given bill to the full Leg-
islature of 49 lawmakers.

If advanced, the bill must sur-
vive three rounds of debate to be 
passed. Noncontroversial bills 
tend to sail through the process. 
But Nebraska lawmakers rely 
heavily on the filibuster to stall 
contested bills. Each round has 
a set amount of time allowed for 
debate: Eight hours for the first 
round, four hours for the second 
and two hours for the third.

At the end of the allotted time, 
a vote is taken to end debate, 
called a cloture vote. It takes a 
supermajority of 33 lawmakers to 
end debate. If the vote fails, the 
bill is shelved for the remainder 
of the session. If it gets enough 
votes to end debate, only a simple 
majority is needed to advance it 
to the next round or pass it in the 
final round.

While officially nonparti-
san, lawmakers self-identify as 

Lawmakers 
taking all- 
or-nothing 
approach

Special prosecutor’s report 
critical of actions by FBI, 
Justice Department

Durham Trump

Conservatives’ effort to 
merge abortion and trans 
bills up for a vote

LARSEN FAMILY 

Ryan Larsen and his mother, Tammi Larsen, in November 2020. 
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