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More than 2,000 parents, fam-
ily members and friends packed 
into the Wikert Event Center at 
Midland University on Satur-
day, May 13, to celebrate the 366 
graduates from the 2023 senior 
class at Fremont High School.

The senior class was recog-

nized by numerous Fremont 
Public Schools officials in as-
sorted speeches, including from 
Superintendent Mark Shepard; 
FPS Board of Education Presi-
dent Sandi Proskovec; and FHS 
Principal Myron Sikora.

“We have a great school dis-
trict,” said Fremont Public 
Schools Superintendent Mark 
Shepard. “The 366 students 
graduating today have met and 
exceeded the standards set by the 
State of Nebraska for high school 
graduation. Congratulations, 
graduates, parents and families.”

Nearly all 366 students gradu-
ating were on hand for the more 
than two-hour ceremony, which 
was marked by the traditional 
“Pomp and Circumstance” mu-
sical tune as the senior class filed 
into the arena.

As estimated more than 2,000 
people filled the bleacher stands 
of the gymnasium, many with 
balloons, flowers and assorted 
mementos for the soon-to-be 
graduates. Hundreds of at-
tendees filmed the event on cell 
phone cameras while randomly 
letting out cheers of praise and 

robust excitement as graduates’ 
names were read off.

Several students gave speeches 
during the ceremony, followed 
by the reading of the names of 
all students who had earned a 
place in the National Honor So-
ciety, as well as students who 
had received special honors for 
their hard work, dedication and 
commitment to their fellow 
classmates.

Senior Cade Rasmussen was 
honored several times during the 
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Former Fremont police officer 
Tatum Dobson has submitted 
paperwork to the State of Ne-
braska seeking to voluntarily 
surrender her law enforcement 
license for life.

The application by Dobson 
follows an investigation into 
unknown allegations while she 
was a police officer in Ashland. 
Dobson resigned from the Ash-
land Police Department on April 
30, 2023.

Messages seeking information 
about Dobson’s resignation and 
investigation left for Ashland 
Police Chief Ryan C. Brady were 
not returned as of press time.

Dobson’s request to surrender 
her law enforcement certifica-
tion forever is scheduled to be 
heard and possibly voted on by 
the state Crime Commission on 
Friday, May 19, during a meeting 
of the Nebraska Commission on 
Law Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice, a committee which has 
authority over law enforcement 
certifications and discipline.

Brenda Urbanek, the executive 
director of the Nebraska Law En-
forcement Training Center, said 

Officer 
seeks to 
give up 
license
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Officials from the National 
Weather Service in Valley have 
confirmed that three tornadoes 
hit Dodge County throughout 
the afternoon and early evening 
on Friday, May 12.

No human deaths or injuries 

were reported, however a small 
number of livestock were killed 
and significant damage was re-
ported to barns, homes and other 
farm structures.

National Weather Service Lead 
Meteorologist Becky Kern, based 
in the NWS Valley office, said a 
total of 15 confirmed tornadoes 
hit the Eastern Nebraska region 
on May 12.

“I’ve worked and lived in the 
Fremont area for 25 years, and 
we’ve never had anything like this 
before. We had 15 for the day. We 

are still doing assessments,” she 
said. “As a radar operator, a few 
storms will spin and then we have 
to decide if it is a severe thunder-
storm warning or a tornado warn-
ing. All of these storms were spin-
ning, and all of them were worthy 
of a tornado warning. It was the 
most tornado warnings we’ve had 
in one day.”

Weather reports issued by me-
teorologists with the NWS and 
assorted local television sta-
tions had circulated the region 
on Thursday in anticipation of a 

wild and wacky day of weather on 
Friday.

Those predictions turned out 
to be accurate, as the main storms 
began to form near Columbus be-
tween 2 p.m. and 3 p.m.

By 4:45 p.m., the storms were 
visibly broiling to the west of Fre-
mont and local residents scram-
bled home to their residences un-
sure of what may unfold. Scores of 
locals sat in lawn chairs or stood 
outside in Fremont watching the 
storm.

At Fremont Commons lux-

ury apartments, crowds of resi-
dents uncorked bottles of liquor, 
passed out bottles of beer and 
munched on popcorn while gaz-
ing in amazement at the heavenly 
show of atmospheric chaos and 
angry-looking clouds.

The tornadoes left Fremont be, 
though, veering west and then 
northeast. The city was pelted 
with about 15 to 20 minutes of 
extremely intense rains, but oth-
erwise escaped damages.

3 twisters hit county
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More than 2,000 parents, family members and friends packed into the Wikert Event Center at Midland University on Saturday, May 13, to 
celebrate the 366 graduates from the 2023 senior class at Fremont High School.
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Pat Brannen admittedly is not 
a big man.

But the maintenance man and 
bus driver stood tall when he 
delivered the commencement 
address for Archbishop Bergan 
Catholic High School.

Brannen was keynote speaker 
for the 2023 Bergan graduat-

ing class of 30 students. Family 
members wiped tears as stu-
dents gave them roses for their 
support throughout the years. 
Friends and family cheered when 
grads received their diplomas on 
Saturday evening in St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Fremont.

Bergan Principal Dan Koenig 
lauded the graduates’ academic 
achievements, saying the class 
received more than $3.6 million 
in scholarship offers as a group.

“That means that each stu-
dents received almost $120,000 
in scholarship funds offered on 
average per graduate,” Koenig 
said.

Koenig said the class includes 

a Power Lifting National Cham-
pion (Thomas Connell); Division 
I Football Scholarship recipient 
(Kade McIntyre); and a student 
graduating with an associate’s 
degree at the same time as her 
high school graduation (Caitlin 
Pitt).

The principal paid tribute to 
fine arts students who staged 
one-acts plays, musicals and 
were part of speech teams, de-
scribing them—along with cho-
ral and band performers—as the 
envy of other Class C schools in 
the state.

Koenig extoled the graduates’ 
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Soon-to-be graduates of Archbishop Bergan Catholic School wait for their 
turn to receive their diplomas on Saturday evening at St. Patrick Catholic 
Church in Fremont.
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