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‘This is my house’

Burgum: New law that loosens corporate farming rules could help local markets
‘A HUGE OPPORTUNITY’

Agweek file photo
Despite the number of soybeans grown in North Dakota, only 7% remain in the state.

By Ingrid Harbo
Grand Forks Herald

Grand Forks

A new law that loosens 
restrictions on corporate 
farming in North Dakota 

is good news for agriculture 
manufacturing ventures like 
the planned Epitome Energy 
soybean crush plant in Grand 
Forks, says North Dakota Gov. 
Doug Burgum.

The law, which went into 

effect immediately after it was 
signed April 28, aims to boost 
animal agriculture in North 
Dakota, by allowing livestock 
operations to attract outside 
investments. The Epitome 
plant will produce soybean oil 
that can be used for renewable 
fuel or in food, but will 
also produce soybean meal, 
used primarily for feeding 
livestock.

“We’ve got the carve-

out, and then we have an 
opportunity for economic 
investment,” Burgum said 
Wednesday, May 10, in a 
meeting with the Grand Forks 
Herald editorial board.

Previously, livestock 
operations like dairies and 
feedlots in North Dakota were 
limited to family ownership, 
making it hard to start new 
operations.

“Not all second cousins are 

going to say, ‘I’ve got an extra 
40 or 50 million (dollars) 
lying around,’ ” Burgum said. 
“We need real capital coming 
in to start some of these 
things.”

Now, farmers can take 
advantage of outside 
investment, with some 
limitations — farmers 
must make up the majority 
of partners in a corporate 
structure, and no corporation 

can own more than 160 acres 
of farmland.

North Dakota was the eighth 
largest soybean producer 
in the United States in total 
bushels in 2022, producing 
4.28 billion bushels, according 
to the North Dakota Soybean 
Council. But despite the 
number of soybeans grown in 
the state, only 7% of soybeans 
remain in the state.

By Michael E. Kanell
The Atlanta Journal- 

Constitution
ATLANTA — Mary 

Woods has a career 
with erratic schedules 
and unpredictable pay-
checks, but she saved 
money and kept her 
credit score high so she 
could buy a house on her 
own.

The purchase was a 
priority, said Woods, 43, 
a production worker in 
the film industry who 
has been in her DeKalb 
County, Georgia, home 
for nearly two years, 
glad for friendly neigh-
bors, the options for 
walking her dogs and 
the proximity to urban 
amenities.

“I was really excited to 
do it,” she said. “I have 
pride in being a home-
owner.”

She is far from alone. 
Whether young profes-
sionals, widowed boom-
ers or divorce escapees, 
single women are a dis-
proportionately large 
part of the homebuying 
pool nationally, accord-
ing to the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors.

And it’s not a new 

trend.
Among millions of 

homes sold each year, 
single women account 
for nearly twice as many 
purchases as single men: 
17% to 9%, according to 
the NAR. The gap is even 
larger for first-time 

buyers where single 
women represented 19% 
of buyers, compared to 
single men who had just 
a 10% share.

The financial argu-
ments for home own-
ership are the same as 
for anyone — an invest-
ment with a longstand-
ing tax break — but 
there are other aspects, 
Woods said. “I think it’s 
an empowerment thing. 
I have learned to do 
things around the house 
that I wouldn’t have 
known how to do oth-
erwise.”

Women do often face 
steeper challenges in 
homebuying.

On average, they are 
paid less than men: 
about 82 cents for every 
dollar, according to an 
analysis of Census data 
by Pew Research,

Roughly 5% of people 
applying for a mortgage 
are rejected, accord-
ing to the NAR. Single 
women have 26% high-
er odds of denial than a 
couple, according to an 
analysis by The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution.

By Kathy Steiner
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN — The 
Jamestown City Coun-
cil approved a resolution 
Monday affirming and 
extending an emergency 
declaration issued by the 
mayor related to a failed 
stormwater pipe near 

Applebee’s. The vote 
was unanimous (4-0); 
Councilman David 
Schloegel was not at the 
meeting.

Mayor Dwaine Hein-
rich said the emergen-
cy declaration that he 
issued on Monday would 
only last for seven days 

and the problem will 
take longer than that to 
resolve. The council’s 
action extends that time 
until the stormwater 
system is repaired and 
the risk to others abat-
ed, the resolution says.

Kathy Steiner / The Jamestown Sun
The Jamestown City Council met Monday to take steps to fix a large sinkhole near 
Taco John’s and Applebee’s.
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City extends emergency 
declaration for failed pipe

Single women outpace men in homebuying

SHARE OF 
HOMEBUYERS 
LAST YEAR 
Married couple: 61%
Single female: 17%
Unmarried couple: 10%
Single male: 9%
Other: 3%

SHARE OF  
FIRST-TIME  
BUYERS  
LAST YEAR 
Married couple: 49%
Single female: 19%
Unmarried couple: 18%
Single male: 10%
Other: 5%

AVERAGE AGE, 
FIRST-TIME 
HOMEBUYERS 
Single female: 38
Single male: 37
Source: National 
Association of Realtors


