
DEVILS LAKE, ND — The 
Dickinson Press dominated 
at North Dakota Newspaper 
Association Awards for 2022, 
emerging as the newspaper 
with the most first-place fin-
ishes in the state among all 
newspapers. The undisputed 
champions of the event saw 
its stellar performance in the 
Small Multi-Day Category 
result in clinching not only 
the prestigious General Excel-
lence Award and Sweepstakes 
Award, but also in being 

crowned the Best Newspaper 
in the Dakotas.

The Press’ overall achieve-
ments soared to an impres-
sive total of 80 awards, exem-
plifying their unwavering 
dedication to excellence and 
cutting-edge approaches in 
both advertising and editorial 
endeavors.

“We are absolutely over-
joyed with our outstand-
ing performance at the 2022 
NDNA Awards,” Joy Schoch, 
the publisher of The Dickin-
son Press, said. “Our incredi-
ble staff has poured their heart 
and soul into every page, every 
story and advertisement and 
in every photograph. This 
recognition is a testament to 
their unwavering dedication to 

our community.”
With a total of 34 awards, 

including 13 first-place 
awards, 10 second-place 
awards, seven third-place 
awards, and four honorable 
mentions, The Press’ adver-
tising accomplishments 
underscored the department’s 
continued commitment to 
excellence and innovation in 
advertising.

“I am so proud of the effort 
our sales team puts forth each 
and every day for our local 
businesses in southwest North 
Dakota. These businesses put 
their trust in our advertis-
ing department, and we’re 
grateful for the opportunity 
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Rural ND couple host ‘farmboy breakfasts’ to bring neighbors together

Cooking up community

Tammy Swift / The Forum
JoAnn and Kirby Schatz cut into some of her homemade caramel rolls during a light meal with visitors in April. The high school 
sweethearts have been married for 44 years and live on a farm northwest of Elgin. It was JoAnn’s love of entertaining, along with 
the knowledge that farmers could use a network of support, that prompted them to start hosting “farmboy breakfasts” 4 years ago.

By Tammy Swift
The Forum
Elgin, N.D. 

It’s the belly laughs that go 
straight to JoAnn Schatz’s 
heart.
Whenever Kirby and JoAnn 

Schatz host their weekly 

“farmboy breakfasts” at 
their farm northwest of 
Elgin, JoAnn sets out the egg 
bake, the sausage, the fried 
potatoes and her homemade 
caramel rolls — then scoots 
to her office.

After all, that’s the whole 

point to these breakfasts, 
she explains. Without the 
distraction of spouses or 
family members, farmers 
can sit down and break 
bread together. In doing so, 
they hopefully can reach 
out through the physical 

distance, cold winters and 
stoic independence that 
isolates them.

Suddenly, there is space 
for them to connect over 
shared farming challenges 
and experiences.

By Allison Engstrom
The Dickinson Press

DICKINSON — A serene 
Sunday morning in Dickin-
son turned into a distressing 
ordeal for a 10-year-old boy 
involved in a hit-and-run 
incident in downtown Dick-
inson. The incident occurred 

near the intersection of Sims 
and Villard, where pedes-
trians and bicyclists usually 
fill the sidewalks, bringing 
vibrancy to the area.

According to Lieutenant 
Mike Hanel of the Dickinson 
Police Department, officers 
swiftly responded to a report 
of a child on a bike being 
struck by a pickup truck. Wit-
nesses in the vicinity provided 
valuable information, includ-
ing the license plate number 
and a detailed description of 
the fleeing vehicle, aiding in 
the subsequent investigation.

Law enforcement’s prompt 
action led to the quick loca-
tion and subsequent traffic 

stop of the pickup truck. The 
driver, identified as 80-year-
old Alvin Wanner, of Glad-
stone, was cited for Leav-
ing the Scene of an Injury 
Accident and Driving Without 
Liability Insurance following 
the officer’s investigation.

Following the incident, 
the young boy was initial-
ly transported to St. Alexius 
CHI Hospital for immediate 
medical attention. However, 
due to the severity of his 
injuries, he was later airlift-
ed to a hospital in Fargo for 
further treatment. Lieutenant 
Hanel reported that the boy is 
currently in stable condition, 
awaiting surgery.

By Tammy Swift
The Forum

WILLISTON, N.D. — 
Authorities have identified 
the driver killed in a head-
on collision which occurred 
25 miles east of Williston on 
Friday afternoon.

The driver was Robert 
Ndahigwa, 40, of Dickinson, 
North Dakota, according to 
a North Dakota Highway 
Patrol news release.

A passenger in Ndahigwa’s 
vehicle, Ronald Nanan, 57, 
Hedgesville, West Virginia, 
as well as the driver in the 
second vehicle, David Seif-
erd, 49, Williston, were also 
seriously injured.

Seiferd was driving a 
2008 Ford F350 westbound 
on Highway 1804 near mile 
marker 283 while Ndahig-
wa was behind the wheel of 
a 2010 Toyota Highlander 
traveling eastbound in rainy, 
wet conditions at around 
4:20 p.m., according to the 
Highway Patrol.

According to NDHP 
reports, the Ford driven by 
Seiferd failed to negotiate 
a slight curve in the road 
and crossed into the east-
bound lanes. The Ford pick-
up struck the Toyota head 
on, causing both vehicles to 
spin and come to a halt in 
the south ditch of the high-
way.

Ndahigwa was pronounced 
dead on scene. Nanan was 
transported via ambulance 
first to Tioga Medical Center 
and then to Trinity Health 
in Minot with serious inju-
ries. Seiferd was transport-
ed to Tioga Medical Center 
via ambulance with serious 
injuries.

The crash remains under 
investigation by the North 
Dakota Highway Patrol.

Dickinson 
man ID’d in 
fatal head-on 
collision

Hit-and-Run: Halo-flight for 10-year-old Dickinson bicyclist
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Press claims most  
first-place finishes 
among newspapers 
 in the state

Photo by Sylvia Miller / The Dickinson Press
The Dickinson Press’ overall achievements soared at the 2022 
North Dakota Newspaper Association Awards to an impressive 
total of 77 awards, including 18 first-place nods. AWARDS: Page 3

Prompt response 
by witnesses, 
law enforcement 
leads to suspect 
apprehension

Dickinson Press file photo
Dickinson police swiftly respond to hit-and-run incident involving 
10-year-old boy; suspect located and cited, while injured boy 
airlifted for medical treatment.

Best in the Dakotas: Dickinson 
Press honored 80 times at  
The ND Newspaper Awards


