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TOM KRISHER
AP Auto Writer

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — With
new and used cars still painfully
expensive, Ryan Holdsworth says
he plans to keep his 9-year-old
Chevy Cruze for at least four
more years. Limiting his car
payments and his overall debt
is a bigger priority for him than
having a new vehicle.

A 35-year-old grocery store
worker from Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Holdsworth would
probably be in the market for a
vehicle within a few years — if
not for the high cost. For now,
it’s out of the question.

“You’re not going to get one for
a price you can afford,” he said.

Holdsworth has plenty of
company. Americans are keeping
their cars longer than ever. The

ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Flor-
ida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Mon-
day signed a bill that blocks
public colleges from using fed-
eral or state funding on diversity
programs, addressing a concern
of conservatives ahead of the
Republican governor’s expected
presidential candidacy.

The law, which DeSantis pro-
posed earlier this year, comes as
Republicans across the country
target programs on diversity,
equity and inclusion in higher
education.

The signing builds on the gov-
ernor’s larger push to shape Flor-
ida’s education system through
regulating how schools deal with
subjects such as race and gender,
with DeSantis arguing that he is
challenging inappropriate liberal
ideology in the classroom.

DeSantis, who is expected to
announce his presidential run
in the coming weeks, has focused

KEVIN GRIFFIN
kgriffin@hickoryrecord.com

Workers are busily making
improvements at the Appala-
chian State University Hickory
Campus in preparation for the
first classes in August.

One of the most visible proj-
ects underway now is the re-
placement of the roof, which
began in late April.

Project Manager Mike Kapp
said workers with the firm Davco
Roofing & Sheet Metal are work-
ing on the roof in sections, re-
moving ballasts and insulation
from the roof.

The goal is to create a more
energy-efficient covering for
the building by bringing in new
code-compliant insulation and
adding a new white membrane
that will reflect the heat from the
sun, Kapp said.

Part of that energy efficiency
push will include the addition
of solar panels — about 36,000
square feet of panels on the south
side of the building with the po-
tential for more to be added atop
the fifth floor, Kapp said.

He said the contract speci-

fied the roof would be finished
within 120 days but that work-
ers were aiming to finish earlier
than that.

The university has received $9
million from the state to refur-
bish the 225,000-square-foot
building, which was originally
built in 1963 and previously
served as the headquarters for
Corning Optical Communica-
tions.

In addition to the roof, Kapp
said other work at the build-
ing will include cleaning HVAC
ducts to improve air quality,
upgrading the electrical system
and recladding the outside of
the building. He said the plan
is to install a control system so
that facilities personnel in Boone
would be able to make adjust-
ments as needed at the Hickory
Campus.

“It’s like opening a can of
worms every day,” Kapp said.
“There’s new surprises here and
there. So, we’re just trying to be
as flexible as possible and react
to what we find.”

He said one such surprise
involved a badly rusted com-
ponent of the plumbing system
falling through the ceiling.

Kevin Griffin is the City of Hickory
reporter at the Hickory Daily
Record.

ASU undertakes big
renovations in Hickory
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Appalachian State University Project Manager Mike Kapp, center, inspects the progress on the roof replacement at the university’s Hickory Campus.
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Workers are making progress on the replacement of the roof at
the Appalachian State University Hickory Campus. The university is
replacing the old ballast roof with a new energy efficient one which will
feature an array of solar panels.

Workers move materials on the northside roof at the Appalachian State
University Hickory Campus.

FLORIDA

Blocks public colleges
from using federal or
state funding for them

High car prices
deter purchases

Please see CARS, Page A3

Please see DESANTIS, Page A7

isit GO.HICKORYRECORD.COM/BESTOF23 to nominate your favorite businesses!Visit

2023

Nominate Now!Nominate Now!
Nominate Through May 31!

When you nominate in at least 25 categories, you will automatically be
entered into a drawing for your chance to

WIN A $100 GIFT CARD
Nominate once per category, per day


