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NEAR THE TOP
The Helias Crusaders and Blair Oaks Falcons have good first 
days at their respective state golf championships.
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Lincoln University professor 
receives federal funding for spe-
cial research project.
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Cloudy, 
chance of rain
Today’s high: 73 
Today’s low: 55
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■ WATERCOOLER
Colorado man tries to trade places with dog to avoid DUI 
arrest

A driver, who was pulled over for speeding, tried to switch places with his dog to avoid arrest, police in 
Colorado said.

An officer watched him maneuvering inside the car before he got out on the passenger side on Saturday 
night in Springfield, a town of about 1,300 people on the state’s Eastern Plains, police said in a Facebook 
post Sunday.

The man said he was not behind the wheel and clearly showed signs of being drunk, police said. He ran 
from the officer when asked about how much he had had to drink and was caught within about 20 yards, 
police said.

After being taken to the hospital to be checked out, the man was arrested on suspicion of charges 
including driving under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs and driving while ability impaired as well as for 
previous warrants for his arrest.

$1.25
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Work before play
Troy Schulte, at left, waits for Andrew Bax, foeground, Damius Young, right, and Hunter Brumbaugh to 
pour enough concrete so he can screed the surface with the board. The crew, all of whom work for 
Parks and Rec, were just under halfway done before a steady rain began to fall. The concrete leads 
to the newly renovated playground at the intersection of Hickory and Adams streets.
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An uncommonly large crowd attends the Jefferson City 
Council meeting Monday. The council voted to amend 
city code and stop Saturday enforcement of downtown 
metered and unmetered parking. Enforcement will still 
continue Monday through Friday. The new proposal 
passed unanimously.

By Stephi Smith
ssmith@newstribune.com

The Jefferson City Coun-
cil voted and swore in Randall 
Wright after a majority vote of 
six to fill the 4th Ward seat Mon-
day evening.

Six people applied for the 
seat: Carlos Graham, Michael 
Michelson, Kathi Harness, 
Wright, Julie Allen and Chuck 
Walker. The seat became vacant 
after Ron Fitzwater was voted to 
be mayor in April.

Before the vote, City Attorney 
Ryan Moehlman explained the 
rules: a council member could 
nominate and second any appli-
cant. If there had been only one 
nomination, the council would 
have voted yes or no for that 
applicant to fill the vacancy. If 
there had been two, it would 
have been a person-to-person 
vote among the council mem-
bers.

However, four candidates 
were nominated by various 
council members — Graham, 
Wright, Allen, Harness — so City 
Clerk Emily Donaldson read the 
role of present council mem-
bers, who each stated which 
name they were voting for.

Wright received six votes 
from the council; Graham 
received three.

Afterward, Wright was sworn 
in to fill the Ward 4 vacancy for 
the remaining 11 months. He 
then joined the council among 
the other members.

Wright is currently a real-es-
tate broker and the owner of 
Realty 54 LLC and The RZW 
Group LLC in Jefferson City. 
He has also worked for 12 years 
as a senior finance analyst and 
appraisal specialist for the State 
Tax Commission of Missouri.

Before the council voted, Jer-
emy Bowman of the Jefferson 
City Police Officers Association 
and James Noah of the Jefferson 
City Professional Firefighters 
both went before the council to 
endorse Graham for the seat.

Both cited Graham’s pre-
vious experience as a council 
member, his close collaboration 
in past projects with the JCPOA 
and the JCPF.
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The Jefferson City Council 
appoints Randy Wright to fill 
the 4th Ward seat Monday.

Thirty-five states, including Missouri, have fewer chil-
dren than they did five years ago, a situation caused by 
declining birth rates nationwide, but also by young fam-
ilies migrating across state borders in search of cheaper 
housing.

Even in the 15 states that gained children, all but North 
Dakota experienced greater growth in the adult popula-
tion, meaning children now make up a lower percentage 
of residents.

In states where the number of children has declined, 
school officials are facing the possibility of teacher layoffs 

or even school closures when pandemic aid expires next 
year. A decline in school enrollment could provide short-
term cost savings and might be a benefit to children if 
there are more resources to go around, but it bodes poorly 
for future state workforces.

In states where the drop in the number of children is 
part of a broader population decline, there will be addi-
tional fiscal, economic and political ramifications, such as 
diminished representation in Congress.

The states with the largest drops were California, Illinois 
and New Mexico, where the child population declined by 
6 percent between 2017 and 2022, according to a Stateline 
analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data. Idaho and North 
Dakota saw the largest increases, at 4 percent.

The declines mostly are a reflection of historically low 

Low fertility rates, high housing prices 
mean fewer children in most states

By Ryan Pivoney
rpivoney@newstribune.com

A $2 billion budget infusion approved by 
Gov. Mike Parson will help keep state agencies 
operating through the end of June.

The Republican governor signed off on a 
second supplemental budget bill Monday after 
signing the first at the end of February. Parson 
will act on the fiscal year 2024 budget, which 
takes effect July 1, in coming weeks.

The second supplemental budget bill — 
HB 15 — includes $217 million for school 
nutrition programs, more than $95 million for 
state employee retirement and health insur-
ance benefits and $175,000 for police acade-
my scholarships, among other large spending 
items.

The $2.05 billion spending package is made 
up of $1.45 billion in federal funds, $427 mil-
lion in state general revenue funds and $176 
million in other funds.

“This bill provides critical funding to sup-
port the education of our kids and the devel-
opment of Missouri’s workforce, and we are 
happy to sign it into law today,” Parson said in 
a statement. “We thank the General Assembly 
for passing this legislation and ensuring state 
government continues to operate smoothly.”

Parson vetoed $25,000 appropriated to the 
Missouri Department of Transportation in the 

Mortatorium on parking 
enforcement lifted

Council 
members 
tab Wright 
to fill seat

Missouri child population 
drops 1% in 5-year span

By Tim Henderson
The Missouri Independent

Please see Population, p. 3

Parson signs  
$2 billion  

supplemental 
budget

Click the link below in our digital edition to read the 
full bill:

• HB 15: Supplemental funding for Fiscal Year 2023
https://bit.ly/3MrldQT
Sponsor: Rep. Cody Smith, R-Carthage

Please see Budget, p. 3

Downtown Jefferson City’s unmetered park-
ing enforcement moratorium is no more after the 
City Council voted to amend city code.

At the tail end of its May 1 meeting, the Jef-
ferson City Council approved a moratorium on 
enforcement for non-metered parking spaces 
that carry time limits in the downtown area. The 
pause was to be in place through the council’s 
June 5 meeting.

The move was an addition under “new busi-
ness” at the end of the meeting and did not 

appear on the meeting’s agenda, much to the ire 
of the downtown business community. The mea-
sure was proposed by Councilman Scott Spen-
cer, who chairs the Public Works and Planning 
Committee, and it passed with one opposing 
vote despite concerns that downtown businesses 
affected by the change had not been engaged 
prior to the motion.

The new proposal, which was created by 
Councilman Jon Hensley and approved 3-1 by the 
Public Works and Planning Committee on Thurs-
day morning, removed Saturday enforcement 
from metered and unmetered parking space reg-
ulations, keeping enforcement on the table from 
Monday through Friday. Council members said 
the existing language, which includes Saturdays, 
wasn’t being enforced anyway.

Council halts Saturday 
enforcement of downtown 

metered, unmetered parking
By Cameron Gerber

cgerber@newstribune.com

Please see Parking, p. 3


