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A Glendale High School teacher and
coach who repeatedly said a racial slur
in class May 9 is no longer employed by
Springfi�eld Public Schools, the district
announced Monday.

Part of the incident was caught on a
student’s smartphone. 

The teacher, who has not been pub-
licly identifi�ed by the district, used the
racial slur while standing at the front of
his class and talking to students that
morning.

He was quickly placed on paid ad-
ministrative leave and told to leave the
high school while the district launched
an investigation.

Among other things, the teacher
said “I am not calling anyone a (racial
slur). I can say the word.”

The teacher had worked for the dis-
trict since August 2008. The district
confi�rmed that the teacher’s resigna-
tion was accepted Monday.

Mary Walton, a sophomore, told the
News-Leader that she took the 55-sec-
ond video on her smartphone and the
teacher said the slur “six times in to-
tal.”

“I wanted proof that he said it so I
could give it to the offi�ce and hold him
accountable for what he said,” she said
Friday, in an interview with the News-
Leader. “I don’t think what he did was
right.”

Walton was notifi�ed early Friday
that she had been given three days of
out-of-school suspension for violating
the “inappropriate use of electronic
devices.” It was the maximum penalty
available for a fi�rst-time off�ense.

Teacher
who used
racial slur
‘no longer
employed’
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called that number of rides exceptional
but also noted the city has received very
few complaints since e-scooters were
introduced. 

“The number of formal complaints is
very minimal — likely less than 20 —
and we have not had but one formal re-
ported incident,” he said, referring to a
crash.

With this apparent success, the lim-
its of where these rentable scooters can
go will expand in the coming weeks, co-
inciding with the end of the school year
for university students. Tracked by GPS,
these e-scooters allow pedestrians to
rent them via an app and ride them
through pre-determined areas of the

This summer Springfi�eld will see
more e-scooters as the city expands
where the micro-mobility devices can
be ridden.

Bird e-scooters were fi�rst introduced
to Springfi�eld in September last year —
limited to areas around downtown and
the city’s college campuses. Since then,
they have become much more popular
than originally intended, racking up
nearly 30,000 scooter rental rides in
less than a year.

City Traffi�c Engineer Brett Foster

city. A geofence is used to power down
the scooters if the rider takes them into
an area they are not supposed to go.

The new geofencing limits will go
from Glenstone Avenue to the east,
Kearney Street to the north, Kansas
Expressway to the west and just below
Mercy Hospital to the south.

“We wanted to slowly put these (e-
scooters) into the city system. We
started with a really small area where
we get ridership. But also, one of the
things we’re told is that a lot of rider-
ship occurs at the edge of the existing
boundary, which means people are 

Bird e-scooters sit within a designated, geofenced area in downtown Springfi�eld on Friday.
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City expands e-scooter
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Springfi�eld City Council hopes to put
a 3% marijuana sales tax on the ballot
this August. Revenue from sales of the
drug would be earmarked for city public
safety, housing, and substance abuse/
mental health prevention and treat-
ment.

The voter-approved constitutional
amendment that legalized recreational
marijuana last year sets a statewide
sales tax of 6% on retail sales. The
amendment allows municipalities and
counties to impose an additional 3%
percent tax within their borders, subject
to voters’ approval. Such taxes would be
in addition to current state and local
general sales taxes.

Many cities and counties across Mis-

souri approved a recreational marijuana
sales tax this April but Springfi�eld held
off� to see how these other ballot initia-
tives faired. These initiatives were also
successful specifi�cally in southwestern
Missouri. Voters in Christian, Webster,
Polk, and Jasper counties as well as cit-
ies like Joplin and Ozark all said yes to
local taxes on recreational marijuana.

Springfi�eld was the largest munici-
pality in the state that did not put a sales

tax up for a vote. After seeing success
elsewhere, council will vote on the pro-
posed ballot measure next week and
voters will have their say in August —
where the tax will likely be the only item
on the ballot. If approved, the tax hike
would likely be put in place in January
of April next year.

At a special City Council meeting 
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City weighs sales tax on August ballot
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