
Fulton Sun

Fulton Sun

Fulton Sun

Fulton Sun

Fulton Sun
VOLUME 147, NUMBER 136 

WWW.FULTONSUN.COM

T U E S D A Y ,  M A Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3

HIGH: 72
LOW: 54
SKIES: 
Showers

TODAY’S FORECAST

www.fultonsun.com • Follow us on Twitter @fultonsun • facebook.com/fultonsun

CA
LE

N
D

AR

TODAY’S FORECAST
Post your public event in this cal-

endar and online at fultonsun.com/
calendar or email news@fultonsun.
com.

TODAY 
• Tourism Board meeting, 9-10 

a.m., Callaway Chamber of Com-
merce, 510 Market St.

• Family Story Time, 9:30-10 
a.m. and 10:30-11 a.m., Columbia 

Public Library, Columbia.
• Bluey Party, 10-10:45 a.m., 

Holts Summit Public Library, Holts 
Summit.

• Fulton Caregiver Support 
Group, 11 a.m., First Presbyterian 
Church, 718 Court St.

• Bingo, 5:30-9 p.m., Fulton Event 
Center, 1915 N. Bluff St.

• Dance featuring Hambo 
Latham, 6-9 p.m., Callaway Senior 
Center, Fulton.

• Adult Coloring, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Callaway County Public Library, 
710 Court St.

• Read Harder Challenge Vir-
tual Check, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Daniel 
Boone Regional Library. Register at 
events.dbrl.org.

WEDNESDAY
• Callaway Chamber Busi-

ness Breakfast, 8-9 a.m., Callaway 
Chamber of Commerce, 510 Market 
St.

• Veterans’ Coffee Talk, 9-10:30 
a.m., Disabled American Veterans 
Post 17, Jefferson City.

• Red Cross Blood Drive, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., YMCA of Callaway 
County, 1715 Wood St. Make an 
appointment via redcrossblood.org 
or 800-RED-CROSS.

Vietnam Veterans “welcomed home”

Anakin Bush/Fulton Sun
Stan Adams reads a speech at the U.S. Exercise Tiger Foundation ceremony on Saturday. Adams is the author of “Mokane to 
Mole City,” a Manchu Vietnam memoir that reflects on his service from Nov. 1968-Nov. 1969.

By Anakin Bush
abush@fultonsun.com

Local Vietnam War Veterans 
were “welcomed home” on Sat-
urday at a recognition ceremony 
hosted by the U.S. Exercise Tiger 
Foundation.

The ceremony served as the offi-
cial Mid-Missouri tribute marking 
the 50th anniversary of when the 
last combat troops left South Viet-
nam in 1973.

USTF, a non-profit organization 
and U.S. Department of Defense 
partner, hosted the ceremony at 
Odd Fellows Lodge 207 in down-
town Columbia.

Veterans were welcomed into 
the building with a red carpet to 
walk on.

Local Callawegian Stan Adams 
spoke at the ceremony. Adams was 
a staff sergeant in the U.S. Army, 
4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Regi-
ment (“Manchu,” Bravo Co.), 25th 
Infantry Division.

Adams is the author of the book 
“Mokane to Mole City,” a Manchu 
Vietnam memoir that reflects on 
his service from Nov. 1968-Nov. 
1969.

The book describes his experi-
ences at “Mole City,” which was a 
combat patrol base camp near the 
Cambodian border.

To learn more about the book, 
visit luckysnipe.com/-mokane-to-
mole-city—-a-vietnam-memoir-
by-stan-adams.

In his emotional speech, Adams 
described what it was liking 
returning home from war without 
a welcome.

“The country didn’t welcome 
us home, they just placed military 
guards at the airport to ensure our 
safety as we deplaned,” he said. 
“We were even told not to wear 
our military uniforms home so 
we wouldn’t be singled out and 
harassed but I did just to honor my 
fallen comrades.”

Adams said the healing process 
for Vietnam Veterans happens 
in many ways, but for him it was 
when he went to his first Manchu 
reunion in 2003. Here he was able 
to reunite with his fellow Veterans 
and see the families of his fallen 
comrades.

He urged each Veteran to write 

down their military experiences to 
let their families know what they 
did. He also encouraged Veterans 
to sign up for the Central Missou-
ri Honor Flight, as it’s a “welcome 
home we didn’t receive.”

“My pledge to all who answered 
our countries call to serve: ‘We 
stood up, we raised our right hand, 
we did not run, we did not hide. We 
did not dodge, we did not evade. 
Consequently, we have nothing to 
prove, no one to convince. Those 
who matter already know. Those 
who don’t, never will,’” Adams 
said.

Medals of combat valor and mil-
itary achievement medals were 
awarded to Veterans.

7 Vietnam Veterans from Call-
away County attended the event. 
The Veterans include Adams, Jerry 
Chapman, Dave Coleman, David 
Hosenfelt, Dale LaRue, Terry 
Underwood and Danny Rose. Jerry 
Giboney also received medals 
from the event.

Several others speakers present-
ed at Saturday’s ceremony. Speak-
ers include Randy Lane with the 
Missouri Veterans Commission; 
Walter Domanski, USTF executive 
officer/PAO; and Justin Aldred, 
Boone County Commissioner.

John Hopson, retired U.S. Army 
Lieutenant Colonel, read remarks 
from Wayne Wallingford, retired 
U.S. Air Force Lieutenant Colonel.

“As a fellow Vietnam Veteran, I 
know first-hand what it was like 
to return home from service and 
be greeted only by disappoint-
ment,” Wallingford’s remarks 
state. “While it saddens me that it 
has taken fifty years, I am delight-
ed that you all are finally receiving 
the Hero’s Welcome that you so 
deserve.”

Vietnam Veterans were recog-
nized with a Missouri House of 
Representatives Certificate of 
Recognition from Representa-
tives Ann Kelly and Dave Griffith. 
The certificate was read by Susan 
Haines, USTF national executive 
director.

“Now, therefore, be it resolved 
that we, the members of the Mis-
souri House of Representatives, 
One Hundred Second General 
Assembly, join to salute those who 
are present and those who are here 
in spirit, and to convey to them 
this legislative body’s most heart-
felt appreciation for their service 
as a member of the United States 
Armed Forces,” the Certificate of 
Recognition states.

Callawegians presented medals, recognized for service

Holts Summit recognizes 
law enforcement officers 
this week
By Anakin Bush
abush@fultonsun.com

The City of Holts Summit is 
thanking law enforcement offi-
cers this week through recently 
presented proclamations.

At a Holts Summit Board of 
Aldermen meeting on May 9, two 
proclamations were presented 
relating to law enforcement.

The first proclamation formal-
ly recognizes May 15 as National 
Peace Officers Memorial Day in 
the city.

The second proclamation for-
mally recognizes May 15-21 as 
National Police Week.

Both proclamations were pre-
sented to Holts Summit Police 
Department officers by Alder-
man Mark Edwards.

In a Facebook post from Bran-
don Ruediger, city administrator, 
he provided some statistics from 
the Officer Down Memorial Page 
(ODMP).

ODMP is a non-profit organi-
zation that honors law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line 
of duty.

According to ODMP, there have 
been 41 line of duty deaths so far 
in 2023. There were 246 line of 
duty deaths in 2022, with 1,796 in 
the last five years and 2,632 in the 
last ten years.

There has been a total of 26,307 
line of duty deaths.

“The City would like to recog-
nize and say thank you to all our 
police officers and staff at the 
Holts Summit Police Department 
for their hard work and dedica-

tion to keeping our community 
safe,” Ruediger said in the post. 
“The City would also like to rec-
ognize and say thank you to all 
the elected officials and mem-
bers of the community that help 
and support our police depart-
ment.”

John F. Kennedy proclaimed 
the first National Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day and National 
Police Week in 1962, according to 
the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund.

President Joe Biden issued a 
proclamation on Friday national-
ly designating May as Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day and Police 
Week.

“I call upon all Americans to 
observe these events with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities 
and salute our Nation’s brave law 
enforcement officers and remem-
ber their peace officer brothers 
and sisters who have given their 
last full measure of devotion in 
the line of duty,” Biden said in the 
proclamation.

All U.S. flags were to be flown 
at half-staff on Monday in honor 
of Peace Officers Memorial Day.

Three additional proclama-
tions were also presented at the 
May 9 Board of Aldermen meet-
ing.

April 30-May 6 was recognized 
as the 54th Annual Professional 
Municipal Clerks Week, May 7-13 
was recognized as Missouri Local 
Government Week and May 21-27 
was recognized as National Pub-
lic Works Week.

Parson signs $2B 
supplemental budget
By Ryan Pivoney
rpivoney@newstribune.com

A $2 billion budget infusion 
approved by Gov. Mike Parson 
will help keep state agencies 
operating through the end of 
June.

The Republican governor 
signed off on a second supple-
mental budget bill Monday after 
signing the first at the end of 
February. Parson will act on the 
fiscal year 2024 budget, which 
takes effect July 1, in coming 
weeks.

The second supplemental 
budget bill — HB 15 — includes 
$217 million for school nutrition 
programs, more than $95 million 
for state employee retirement 
and health insurance benefits 
and $175,000 for police academy 
scholarships, among other large 
spending items.

The $2.05 billion spending 
package is made up of $1.45 bil-
lion in federal funds, $427 mil-
lion in state general revenue 
funds and $176 million in other 
funds.

“This bill provides critical 
funding to support the educa-
tion of our kids and the devel-
opment of Missouri’s workforce, 
and we are happy to sign it into 
law today,” Parson said in a state-
ment. “We thank the General 
Assembly for passing this leg-
islation and ensuring state gov-
ernment continues to operate 
smoothly.”

Parson vetoed $25,000 appro-
priated to the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation in the 
bill for audit costs. Funding 
for the same audit program is 

included in the fiscal year 2024 
operating budget, he said. The 
line item was not part of his rec-
ommendations for emergency 
appropriations and, “therefore, 
does not align with the consti-
tutional requirements of a sup-
plemental appropriation bill,” 
according to a news release from 
the governor’s office.

The second supplemental 
budget builds on the nearly $627 
million appropriated through 
the first supplemental budget 
bill and $47.5 billion appropriat-
ed through the regular operating 
budget process last year.

An 8.7 percent pay increase for 
all state workers was the major 
focus of the first supplemental 
budget bill. It also contained an 
increase to the state’s shift dif-
ferential — an extra bump in pay 
for employees working outside 
normal business hours — for 
congregate care staff within the 
Department of Social Services, 
Department of Corrections, 
Department of Mental Health 
and Missouri Veterans Commis-
sion.

The second supplemental 
budget bill provided another 
$6.5 million for the Missouri 
Department of Mental Health to 
pay its employees overtime, as 
well as $8.7 million for expenses 
and equipment at Fulton State 
Hospital.

The bill also includes $75 
million in state aid to charter 
schools, more than $8 million for 
adoption subsidies and $800,000 
for Fast Track Workforce Incen-
tive Grants to help adults skill-
up in high-demand career fields.

Anakin Bush/Fulton Sun
Callaway County Vietnam Veterans receive medals and are recognized for their 
service. From left to right: Danny Rose, Terry Underwood, Dale LaRue, David Hos-
enfelt, Dave Coleman, Jerry Chapman and Stan Adams.


