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WASHINGTON >> A special prosecutor 
found that the FBI rushed into its 
investigation of ties between Rus-
sia and Donald Trump’s 2016 cam-
paign and relied too much on raw 
and unconfirmed intelligence as he 
concluded a four-year probe that fell 
short of the former president’s pre-
diction that the “crime of the cen-
tury” would be uncovered.

The report Monday from special 
counsel John Durham represents 
the long-awaited culmination of an 
investigation that Trump and allies 
had claimed would expose massive 
wrongdoing by law enforcement 
and intelligence officials. Instead, 
Durham’s investigation ended with 
prosecutors securing a guilty plea 
from a little-known FBI employee 
but losing the only two criminal 
cases they took to trial.

‘Confirmation bias’
The roughly 300-page report 

catalogs what Durham says were a 
series of missteps by the FBI and 
Justice Department as investiga-
tors undertook a probe in the heat 
of the 2016 election into whether 
the Trump campaign was collud-
ing with Russia to tip the outcome. 
It criticized the FBI for opening a 
full-f ledged investigation based 
on “raw, unanalyzed and uncor-
roborated intelligence,” saying the 
speed at which it did so was a de-
parture from the norm. And it said 
investigators repeatedly relied on  
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FBI probe 
of Russian 
collusion 
criticized
Final Durham report 
cites recklessness; but 
no new insights offered

By April Rubin
New York Times

The World Health Organization 
on Monday warned against using 
artificial sweeteners to control 
body weight or reduce the risk of 
noncommunicable diseases, saying 
that long-term use is not effective 
and could pose health risks.

These alternatives to sugar, 
when consumed long term, do not 
serve to reduce body fat in either 
adults or children, the WHO said 
in a recommendation, adding that 
continued consumption could in-
crease the risk of Type 2 diabetes, 
cardiovascular diseases and mor-
tality in adults.

“The recommendation applies 
to all people except individuals 
with preexisting diabetes and in-
cludes all synthetic and naturally 
occurring or modified nonnutri-
tive sweeteners that are not clas-
sified as sugars found in manufac-
tured foods and beverages, or sold 
on their own to be added to foods 
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Broad health 
warning given 
for artificial 
sweeteners
WHO: Not only are they not 
helpful, such food additives 
can actually be harmful

By Christopher Magan
cmagan@pioneerpress.com

The final version of legislation 
creating Minnesota’s new paid 
family and medical leave program 
will cap benefits at 20 weeks in a 
year and delay the start of taxes 
and benefits six more months.

Those were the two biggest 
compromises made by a joint com-
mittee of House and Senate law-
makers that finished rectifying 

differences in the two versions of 
the bill this past weekend.

The changes are unlikely to 
ease the concerns of Republicans 
and businesses leaders who have 
said the new program is unnec-
essary, costly and will make the 
state less competitive. Democrats 
and workers groups have made es-
sentially the opposite argument — 
that a government-run leave pro-
gram is needed, affordable and 
will draw workers to the state.

“This is something that Minne-
sotans want,” said Rep. Ruth Rich-
ardson, DFL-Mendota Heights, 
the primary House sponsor of the 
bill. “We recognize that there are 
so many benefits that come with 
access to paid family and medi-
cal leave.”

Richardson added that the pro-

gram will, “keep people in the 
workforce, especially women,” 
who might have otherwise had to 
leave their job to care for them-
selves or a family member.

In addition to the changes on 
maximum leave and the start 
date, the committee also agreed 
to allow insurers to sell paid leave 
policies. If they meet state stan-
dards, employers that implement 
them could request to opt out of 
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Paid-leave bill talks wrap up
Program similar to unemployment insurance; GOP, business community opposed
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People cross a broken bridge Monday at the Khaung Dote Khar Rohingya refugee camp in Sittwe, Myanmar, after cyclone Mocha made 
landfall. Hundreds of thousands of people began repairing or rebuilding their homes and livelihoods on Monday after the deadly cyclone hit 
Myanmar and Bangladesh. The number of reported fatalities ranged from five to 18. Story, Page A4.
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By Nick Ferraro
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Antoine Suggs was sentenced 
to 103 years in prison Monday 
for shooting to death four pas-
sengers in his Mercedes Benz 
SUV in St. Paul and then dump-
ing it with their bodies in a Wis-
consin cornfield in September 
2021.

Ramsey County Judge JaPaul 
Harris gave Suggs consecutive 
sentences for the killings of Jas-
mine Sturm, 30, of St. Paul; her 
brother, Matthew Pettus, 26, of 
St. Paul; her boyfriend, Loyace 
Foreman III, 35, of St. Paul, 
and her lifelong friend, Nitosha 
Flug-Presley, 30, of Stillwater.

Jurors deliberated about 
six hours on March 31 before 
finding Suggs, 39, guilty of 

four counts of 
second-degree 
murder — inten-
tional but not 
premeditated — 
in connection 
with the Sept. 
12, 2021, killings, 
which happened 
after a night 
of drinking on 

West Seventh Street in St. Paul.
“Each one of these individ-

uals — Nitosha, Jasmine, Mat-
thew and Loyace — deserves 
that you serve time for each one 
of them,” Harris said in hand-
ing down the successive sen-
tences. “And concurrent sen-
tences would not appreciate the 
severity of this offense and the 
effect on these families and the 
community.”

With 606 days of custody 
credit, Suggs’ sentence calls for 
just shy of 68 years in prison 
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Antoine Suggs gets 
103-year sentence
Man murdered 4, hid 
bodies in Wisconsin

Antoine 
Suggs

By Alan Rappeport
New York Times

WASHINGTON >> The IRS said on 
Monday that Black taxpayers 
have been far more likely to be 
audited than others and that it 
is considering changes to its case 
selection process to address dis-
crimination in how the tax code 
is enforced.

The acknowledgment came 
after the publication of research 
this year showing that Black tax-
payers were disproportionately 
audited, prompting calls from 
members of Congress for a re-
view into the methodology and 
algorithms that help determine 
who is selected. The tax collec-
tion agency, which received an 
$80 billion infusion in funding 

last year as part of the Inflation 
Reduction Act, has said it would 
work to make the system more 
equitable.

“While there is a need for fur-
ther research, our initial find-
ings support the conclusion that 
Black taxpayers may be audited 
at higher rates than would be 
expected given their share of the 
population,” IRS Commissioner 
Danny Werfel wrote in a letter 
to Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., the 
chair of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee.

Werfel said the IRS had ded-
icated “significant resources” to 
determine the reasons for the dis-
parity and evaluate the data that 
is available to the agency when 
deciding who to audit and its au-
tomated processes. He suggested 
that the IRS could consider bas-
ing audits on “broader tax issues” 
rather than focusing on people 
who might be improperly claim-
ing earned-income tax credits.

TAXES

IRS: Black Americans 
face more audit scrutiny
‘Shameful’ algorithms 
auto-flagged filers 
seeking certain credits
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