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MOTHER’S DAY FIRE LEAVES 
BRAINERD FAMILY HOMELESS

By Tim Speier
Brainerd Dispatch

Brainerd

A teenage boy woke 
a family of eight 
by pounding on 

their door late Sunday 
night alerting them to a 
house fire.

They escaped 
unharmed, but lost 
everything else, 
including their pets.

The Brainerd Fire 
Department responded 
to the fire, reported at 
11:34 p.m. on the 200 
block of North Fifth 
Street. According to 
Brainerd Fire Chief 
Tim Holmes, fire crews 
responded to a report 
of a possible house fire 
at Kingwood and North 
Fifth streets.

Holmes said the 
family was alerted to 
the fire on their back 
porch by a teenage boy. 
At the time no smoke 

or flames could be seen 
in the home, though 
flames could be seen at 
the back of the home. 
Two adults and six 
children made it out of 
the home safely. A dog 
and two cats died in the 
fire, however.

Upon arrival, 
firefighters found the 

porch in the back of the 
home in flames. With 
the fire moving up the 
outside wall and into an 
attic space, it quickly 
spread into the upper 
floor and east side of 
the house.

With mutual aid called 
in from the Deerwood 

Fire Department, it took 
30 firefighters around 
4.5 hours to extinguish 
the fire. Holmes said 
the home appears to 
be a total loss as there 
was extensive damage 
to all floors. The family 
was receiving assistance 
from the American Red 
Cross.

The cause of the fire 
is being investigated by 
the Minnesota State Fire 
Marshal’s Office.

A GoFundMe page 
was created by a family 
friend to help the family 
who suffered “... the 
worst way imaginable” 
to end Mother’s Day, 
according to a post 
on the page. The post 
states the family is 
staying in a hotel with 
nothing but the clothes 
they ran out of the 
burning house in.
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Contributed / Ariel Christina King
The Brainerd Fire Department responded to flames and smoke, reported at 11:34 p.m. Sunday on the 200 
block of North Fifth Street.

By Renee Richardson
Brainerd Dispatch

BAXTER — What are 
Baxter residents willing 
to live with in terms of 
street quality?

That is an ongoing 
question before the Bax-
ter City Council as proj-
ects line up with aging 
streets or those that did 
not stand up to previous 
road work.

More than 30 residents 
were before the Baxter 
City Council in a special 
session Thursday with 
questions on proposed 

assessments, why they 
were included and ask-
ing the council to wait 
on three roads that are 
part of the plan to fix a 
deteriorating Clearwater 
Road.

The preliminary esti-
mate for the project was 
$5,432,549. The final 
estimate came in lower 
at $4,994,349. Thir-
ty-eight percent of the 
project is being assessed 
with 62% paid with other 
sources. Assessments 
have a 12-year term at an 
estimated 8% interest. 

Projects included Clear-
water Road, Cedar Scenic 
Road and Oakwood Drive 
with Forest Drive, Fox 
Road and Fox Place as an 
added project.

Plans are for the work 
to begin this summer. 
The city council will con-
sider awarding the con-
struction bid at its meet-
ing today.

The city council mem-
bers said there wasn’t 
an easy answer when it 
comes to road projects. 
Mayor Darrel Olson said 
while waiting to do proj-

ects gives residents an 
opportunity to save for 
the assessment, it also 
means the cost will be 
higher when the time 
comes and he struggled 
with what was the best 
answer. The assessments 
for Memorywood Drive 
not long ago were about 
$6,500 or $6,800. Now 
the assessments are up 
to $8,300 in about four 
years time.

There were plenty of 
specific questions and 

Residents seek more time for road project

Tim Speier / Brainerd Dispatch
The home on the 200 block of North Fifth shows 
extensive fire damage Monday after a late-night 
Mother’s Day fire.
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BRAINERD — The 
Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency issued 
an air quality alert for 
fine particle pollution 
as smoke from Canadi-
an wildfires pushes into 
central Minnesota.

This area includes 
Ely, International Falls, 
Roseau, Duluth, Brain-
erd, Moorhead, and the 

tribal nations of Grand 
Portage, Fond du Lac, 
Leech Lake, Red Lake, 
and Mille Lacs.

The alert, for all of 
northern Minnesota, is 
in effect from 4 a.m. to 
4 p.m. today.

The fine particle levels 
and the air quality index 
is expected to reach the 
orange or unhealthy for 
sensitive groups, such 
as people with lung dis-
ease (including asthma), 
and heart disease. Chil-
dren and older adults 
may experience health 
effects.

By Theresa Bourke
Brainerd Dispatch

BRAINERD — Despite 
the presence of alcohol 
at adult softball games 
in Memorial Park and 
around bonfires at the 
Lum Park Campground, 
visitors to Brainerd’s 

parks have not been 
allowed to bring and 
consume alcohol.

And they still aren’t.
A vote by the Brainerd 

City Council to change 
that rule failed 3-4 
Monday.

MPCA issues 
air quality alert

Measure allowing 
alcohol in city 
parks struck down
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Caused by 
Canadian wildfires, 
alert to remain  
in effect until  
4 p.m. today

Steve Kohls / Brainerd Dispatch file photo
Motorists drive through heavy smoke July 20, 2021, 
on a county road north of Brainerd. Smoke from 
Canadian wildfire mixed with the cool morning air to 
create hazy conditions in central Minnesota.
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Renee Richardson / Brainerd Dispatch
Scott Hedlund, Short Elliott Hendrickson project 
manager, outlines the planned road project in a 
special meeting Thursday at Baxter City Hall before 
the council and residents.


