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When it comes to supporting causes 
backed by the far right, it doesn’t appear 
the average Michigan voter is biting.

From Algoma Township voters decid-
ing their library should remain within 
the Kent District Library system to Hills-
dale County residents ousting a town-
ship clerk who cast doubt on the legiti-
macy of the 2020 elections, a number of 
causes supported by grassroots conser-
vative efforts were shot down during the 
May 2 elections.

But ask Dave Dulio, director of the 
Center for Civic Engagement at Oakland 
University, whether the election results 

are an indication such causes are losing 
steam with the average voter, and he’ll 
tell you that remains to be seen.

“Trying to extrapolate much of any-
thing from a May election in Michigan is 
really, really difficult, simply because the 
salience of the May election day is low. ... 
When you’ve got a small number of votes 
cast in total, the winning side doesn’t 
need to do much work,” Dulio said.

Motivation is the key in non-Novem-
ber elections, he said, meaning the name 
of the game is more about “who can turn 
out their people.”

Officials and voters in local elections 
said while the issues were complex, res-
idents appeared to push back on misin-
formation, and they rejected the political 
polarization that came with it.

ALGOMA LIBRARY
In January, the Algoma Township 

Board of Trustees approved asking voters 
during the May 2 elections whether they 
wanted to leave the Kent District Library 
system as a way to save taxpayer money.

Some people, however, saw it as a 
means to better control the library and 
the materials it offered. That was espe-
cially true after a Kent County parent 
group sent out a flyer urging residents 
to leave the system while falsely accus-
ing the district library of hosting a “drag 
queen reading hour in the name of diver-
sity.”

Voters ultimately rejected leaving the 
Kent District Library by a huge margin: 

2,415 to 712 votes, or 77.3% to 22.7%, 
according to the unofficial results from 
the Kent County website.

Algoma Township Supervisor Kevin 
Green, who supported the township 
leaving the district library to save 
money, said it was frustrating to see the 
intent of leaving maligned by “misinfor-
mation on all sides.”

He did admit, however, not having a 
plan to replace district library services 
hurt the township’s chances of being 
able to replicate those offerings locally.

“I think some of that stuff from out-
side groups really caused a lot of emo-
tions, so that was hard to see. ... We 
were just looking at it from a fiscal point 
of view,” Green said. “It would’ve been 
nice to do something here, potentially 
even in the building we’re at now. I 
really think if we would’ve put our heads 
together, we could’ve done something 
really cool, but I also respect the will of 
the people.”

GRABBING THE NARRATIVE
Algoma Township resident Peggy Bar-

bour said while cultural issues might 
have played into the vote to leave, the 
vote to stay within the district library sys-
tem mostly came from a place of passion.

Barbour was part of a group that, 
ahead of May 2, made phone calls and 
did door-to-door canvassing in an effort 
to have residents vote against leaving the 
system.

ELECTION AFTERMATH

Voters rejected extremism May 2,  
but culture wars rage on

While local issues were complex, 

residents appeared to push 

back against misinformation 

and political polarization.

Banning conversion therapy 

on minors might just be the 

next LGBTQ-related policy 

item Lansing tackles.
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In the eyes of Luke Londo, it’s long 
overdue for Michigan to ditch the prac-
tice of conversion therapy.

“I’m hard pressed to think of another 
sort of treatment that is unanimously 
condemned by the entire medical com-
munity that operates without impunity 
in the state of Michigan,” said Londo, a 
member of the Michigan Civil Rights 
Commission. “But — here we are.”

Conversion therapy is the practice 
of trying to force a person, sometimes 
physically, to change their gender or sex-
ual identity. It’s also perfectly legal in 
Michigan, not counting a few cities that 
have independently enacted ordinances 
against it.

The therapy has long been used 
against members of the LGBTQ commu-
nity, and the American Academy of Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry notes such 
practices result in an increased risk of 
suicide, self-loathing, anxiety, substance 
abuse and depression.
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GR A N D R A PI D S — Family and friends 
of Patrick Lyoya gathered on a rainy Sat-
urday morning in front of his headstone, 
remembering the 26-year-old Congolese 
refugee slain by a now-former Grand 
Rapids police officer and renewing calls 
for justice.

“We have to find the justice for Pat-
rick. Everybody knows how Patrick’s life 
was taken away, and today they’re doing 
everything they can to drop off the case,” 
Patrick Lyoya’s father, Peter Lyoya, said 
through interpreter Israel Siku.

“I’m asking everybody to stand up, to 
stand up really with power and force to 
get justice for Patrick.”

THE DEATH  
OF PATRICK LYOYA

Family 
renews calls 
for justice at 
graveside vigil

CONVERSION THERAPY

Advocates 
push for ban 
on disputed 
practice
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THE  MICHIGAN  DEPARTMENT  OF 
NATURAL  RESOURCES  HAS  ADDED  A 
NUMBER  OF  SPECIES  TO  ITS  LIST  OF 
NUISANCE  ANIMALS  THAT  CAN  BE 
KILLED  WITHOUT  A  STATE  PERMIT.        B1

SQUIRREL
BEWARE

Say goodbye to  gutter 
cleaning for good
No clogging, No cleaning 
No leaking, No water damage 
No ladder accidents

Call now for your free estimate!
Financing available (313) 486-0950

75% off of Labor**
Offer does not include cost of material.
**Discount applied by representative at time of contract execution.

Offer ends 5/31/2023

10
62
99
63
-0
6

10629963-05

Call now for your free estimate! Financing available (313) 486-0950

Say goodbye to gutter cleaning for good
No clogging*, No cleaning,
No leaking, No water damage, No ladder accidents

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

LeafGuard has been awarded 
the Good Housekeeping Seal of 
Approval for 16 straight years.

75% off of Labor** Offer does not include cost of material.
**Discount applied by representative at time of contract execution. Offer ends 5/31/2023


