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BY JAMES FINN
Staff writer

With nearly all abortions illegal
in Louisiana since the Supreme
Court overturned Roe v. Wade,
lawmakers who favor abortion
rights have set out to ease the
state’s ban in some extreme cases

and to clarify rare cases where it
doesn’t apply.

But a clerical change stemming
from the fallout of that decision
has spelled a quick death for a few
of those bills in the state Legisla-
ture — with more likely to follow
as Republicans seek to avoid po-
tentially raucous floor debates on

sensitive subjects, such as excep-
tions for rape and incest victims.

Two lawmakers filed bills pro-
posing exceptions to the ban for
victims of rape or incest; both
were killed in the House Admin-
istration of Criminal Justice Com-
mittee last week. Others, which
sought to exempt miscarriages

and ectopic pregnancies from the
ban and ease punishments for doc-
tors who perform abortions, are
set to be heard by that same com-
mittee on Tuesday.

Before the Supreme Court’s in-
validation of Roe, abortion was not
considered a criminal act in Louisi-
ana, and bills on the subject histor-
ically mostly passed through the
House Health and Welfare Com-
mittee. But since the procedure

is now outlawed, legislative staff
this session have instead sent bills
on the topic to the criminal justice
panel.

That committee underwent

Abortion debate creating tension
Disagreement arises over exceptions to strict ban

BY ASHLEY WHITE
Staff writer

The graduating Class of 2023 hasn’t
had it easy, finishing its freshman year
at home as the COVID-19 pandemic
brought things to a standstill and not
having a more typical experience until
its junior year.

“We’ve not had the best of circum-
stances, but we are making the most
out of it,” said Lafayette High School
senior Lillian Mack.

But the students’ resiliency, the abil-
ity to work through less-than-desirable
conditions to make it to the high school
finish line, should inspire hope in those
watching them accept their diplomas,
Mack said.

“Being able to get through what
we’re getting through is something
that should be noted,” she said. “And
it’s something that all future genera-
tions should be able to continue.”

Mack, who was selected as this year’s
Lafayette Parish school system High

School Student of the Year, will be one
of the hundreds of students who will
walk across the graduation stage this
weekend.

Mack started her schooling at Epis-
copal School of Acadiana before enroll-
ing in the system’s gifted and talented
program.

She loves choir and bowling, and
school dances and pep rallies, which
get her as close to a real-life “High

‘We are making
the most of it’

This year’s graduating class shows resiliency
dealing with the pandemic and its aftermath

the most of it

PROVIDED PHOTO
Lafayette High School senior Lillian Mack is the Lafayette Parish High School Student of the Year.
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BY REBECCA SANTANA and RICK GENTILO
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — A passenger walks up to an
airport security checkpoint, slips an ID
card into a slot and looks into a camera atop
a small screen. The screen flashes “Photo
Complete” and the person walks through —
all without having to hand over their iden-
tification to the TSA officer sitting behind
the screen.

It’s all part of a pilot project by the Trans-
portation Security Administration to assess
the use of facial recognition technology at a
number of airports across the country.

“What we are trying to do with this is aid
the officers to actually determine that you
are who you say who you are,” Jason Lim,
identity management capabilities manager,
said during a demonstration of the technol-
ogy to reporters at Baltimore-Washington
International Thurgood Marshall Airport.

The effort comes at a time when the use
of various forms of technology to enhance
security and streamline procedures is only
increasing. TSA says the pilot is voluntary

TSA is
testing facial
recognition at
more airports
Use of technology raising
some privacy concerns

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO
A traveler inserts her ID card while using the
Transportation Security Administration’s new
facial recognition technology at Baltimore-
Washington International Thurgood Marshall
Airport in April.
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