
VOLUME 41, No. 134
STAY CONNECTED KENTUCKY.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/KENTUCKYCOM
TWITTER.COM/HERALDLEADER TUESDAY MAY 16 2023 $3.00

In today’s paper
SPORTS: A
commitment
from QB would
open things up
for UK. 1B

Rain
75°/52° See 8B

TodayinXtra
Living

Subscribers have access to this
additional bonus content online at

kentucky.com/eedition/
xtraliving.

How much
healthcare will
typically cost
during your life?
Take a look at
the numbers.via Parade

DIGITAL READERS GET MORE

CUSTOMER SERVICE
800-999-8881
kentucky.com/customer-service

We’re committed to providing the essential journalism you need. Find the content
important to you inside. Subscribers can find an additional 50+ pages each day
by going to kentucky.com/eedition/extraextra or by scanning the code to the left.

The path to the GOP nomi-
nation for statewide elected
office has often run through
Jefferson County, Fayette Coun-
ty and South-Central Kentucky.
But now with growth in GOP
registration across the state,

that’s changing.
There’s a new set of highly

important counties — thanks to
high voter conversion or pop-
ulation growth — to watch on
Election Night.
Urban counties like Fayette

and Jefferson are losing influ-
ence among the GOP electorate,
and many suburban counties
and rural counties in the state’s

East and West are picking up
the slack.
These trends could change

the political calculus for gover-
nor candidates since the last
competitive GOP gubernatorial
primary – in 2015 when former
governor Matt Bevin beat now-
U.S. Rep. James Comer by a File photos

Daniel Cameron, Kelly Craft and Ryan Quarles are all running for
governor of Kentucky in the Republican primary.

Urban counties losing influence
in GOP primary for governor
BY AUSTIN HORN
ahorn@herald-leader.com

SEE GOP, 5A

As the nation prepares for the
2024 presidential election, de-
bates over changes to voting
laws have once again dominated
many state legislatures.
While there are ongoing ef-

forts to make it more difficult to
vote in many Republican-con-
trolled states, a research group
found there has also been a
quiet countermovement to ex-
pand access to voting across the
country. A new report by the
Voting Rights Lab, a nonparti-
san group that focuses on analy-
sis that advances free and fair
elections, found that nearly a
third of legislation passed in
statehouses earlier this year
make it easier to vote through
policies such as expanding early
and mail voting opportunities,
restoring felon voting rights and
providing more time to voters
for fixing errors on ballots,
among other things.
The study also highlights a

rising number of laws passed in
the first three months of the
year that add greater require-
ments for mail voting, disem-
power nonpartisan election
officials and add criminal liabil-
ities for election workers for any
mistakes.
Many states have fine-tuned

or drastically changed their
voting laws in recent years,
often in response to the coro-
navirus pandemic and rampant
falsehoods about election sys-
tems spread by former president
Donald Trump and his allies. A
movement coalesced in Repub-
lican-led state legislatures to
enact so-called election security
measures that critics feared
would restrict access to the

Ahead of
2024 election,
several states
overhaul
voting laws

BY MATTHEW BROWN
The Washington Post

SEE VOTING LAWS, 5A

The national public health
emergency for COVID-19 has
officially ended, and as of Fri-
day, many of the metrics for
tracking the virus, such as com-
munity levels and incidence
rates, have been scrubbed from

Kentucky’s coronavirus
dashboard.
Going forward, the state will

continue to make some mea-
sures available, though they will
be significantly altered and
reported much less frequently.
“We’ve come a long way,”

Dr. Steven Stack, Kentucky’s
public health commissioner,
said during a news conference

Thursday. Stack was refer-
encing the recent news CO-
VID-19 deaths around the
world have fallen by 95% since
the start of 2023, according to
the World Health Organization.
Still, the coronavirus

pandemic has killed more than
1 million people in the U.S and
nearly 7 million worldwide,
according to figures from the

WHO. In Kentucky, 18,588
people have lost their lives to
the disease since the start of the
pandemic three years ago.
Stack encouraged Kentuck-

ians to stay up to date on their
COVID-19 vaccines going for-
ward. He noted nationwide,
only 20% of people older than
18 and just 43% of people older
than 65 have received a
bivalent booster.
“Now the vast majority of

people just need one dose, no
matter how many previous
doses you’ve had, once a year,”
Stack said.
Also Thursday, shortly before

the COVID-19 community level
map was retired by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, Gov. Andy
Beshear noted every county in

ALEX SLITZ aslitz@herald-leader.com

Kentucky Department for Public Health Commissioner Dr. Steven Stack speaks during a news conference early in the COVID-19 pandemic
in March 2020. On Thursday, he addressed some pandemic-era reporting measures that have now been discontinued.

Kentucky stops some
COVID data reports
as emergency ends
BY AARON MUDD
amudd@herald-leader.com
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