
Daily News
BOWLING GREEN

TUESDAY

WWW.BGDAILYNEWS.COM May 16, 2023 SINCE 1854

PARK CITY

80 65
STORMS LIKELY

FULL FORECAST ON 2A

TODAY

WKU’s Isenbarger 
wins another title
Track star wins high jump at 
Conference USA Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships in 
Denton, Texas.

INSIDE 6A

Classified   10A
Crossword 11A
Deaths 5A
Sports 6A
Sudoku 11A
TV 4A

$1 NEWSSTAND
63¢ DAILY HOME DELIVERY

Russia-FBI
probe closed
Special counsel John 
Durham issues harsh 
criticism of the FBI but has 
little to show in terms of 
prosecutions.

INSIDE 3A

INDEX

WEATHER

NO. 115, 1 SECTION, 12 PAGES
INSERTS VARY BY AREA
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“It’s still too early to 
draw firm conclusions. 
We are closely watching 
what’s happening. 
We are confident that 
the plan that we have 
developed across the U.S. 
government to address 
these flows will work 
over time.” 

— Blas Nunez-Neto of the 
Department of Homeland 

Security in the wake of 
a decreased number of 

migrants at the southern 
border.

INSIDE 5A

By JUSTIN STORY 
justin.story@bgdailynews.com

A Bowling Green man charged 
in the deadly 2020 stabbing of 
his grandparents appeared in 
court Monday.

Joshua Lee Wright, 22, is 
charged with two counts of 
murder and one count each of 
first-degree robbery and tamper-
ing with physical evidence.

Wright is accused of caus-
ing the deaths of Larry Howell, 
65, and Dr. Deborah Howell, 

63, whose bodies were 
found Nov. 3, 2020, 
at their residence on 
H.E. Johnson Road in 
Alvaton.

Wright, who has been 
held in custody since 
his arrest several hours 
after the bodies were 
discovered, made a brief 
appearance in Warren 
Circuit Court for a scheduled 
pretrial conference.

After a bench conference 
involving Warren County 

Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Kori Beck 
Bumgarner and Wright’s 
lawyer, James Rhorer 
of the Department 
of Public Advocacy, 
Warren Circuit Judge 
J.B. Hines continued the 
case to May 24.

The Warren County 
Sheriff’s Office has led 

the death investigation, with dep-
uties becoming involved after a 
daughter of the Howells contact-
ed law enforcement to ask them 

to conduct a welfare check at the 
residence after another relative 
had gone to the house and found 
it unsecured, with dinner in the 
oven.

Larry Howell’s body was 
found by that relative in the 
garage, and deputies found 
Deborah Howell’s body on the 
back porch, wrapped in a blan-
ket, according to court records.

The indictment against Wright 
accuses him of stabbing both 
grandparents with a knife.

Murder defendant appears in court

JOSHUA WRIGHT

Man, 22, accused of fatally stabbing grandparents in 2020

By SARAH MICHELS
sarah.michels@bgdailynews.com

Election Day is here, and 
there is a lot at stake.

Kentucky Republican voters 
will choose which candidate 
will face likely Democratic 
nominee Gov. Andy Beshear 
in the November general elec-
tion for governor.

They will also select party 
nominees for auditor, secretary 
of state, treasurer and agricul-
tural commissioner.

Democrats will choose 
between three Democratic 
governor candidates – Beshear, 
Geoffrey Young and Peppy 
Martin. They will also decide 
on a party nominee in the agri-
cultural commissioner race.

The polls are open from 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday. 
Everyone in line by 6 p.m. will 
be allowed to vote, no matter 
how long it takes, according to 
state law.

To find your polling place, 
visit govote.ky.gov, the state’s 
voter information website.

In Warren, Allen, Barren, 
Hart, Logan and Simpson 
counties, primary voters can 

choose any of their county’s 
polling places to vote.

However, in Butler and 
Edmonson counties, voters 
must go to the polling place 
in their precinct. Voters can 
check which precinct they live 
in, and their voter registration, 
at govote.ky.gov.

In Warren County, there are 
11 polling places:

• Ephram White Park, 885 
Mt. Olivet Road

• Living Hope Baptist 

Church, 1805 Westen St.
• Michael Buchanon Park, 

9222 Nashville Road
• Cumber land  Trace 

Elementary, 2464 Cumberland 
Trace Road

• Phil Moore Park, 7101 
Scottsville Road

• Sugar Maple Square, 1347 
Ky. 185

• Warren Central HS, 559 
Morgantown Road

By JAKE MOORE
jake.moore@bgdailynews.com

A long-term crisis preg-
nancy support center is in 
the works thanks to a col-
laboration between Bowling 
Green’s Catholic churches.

Members of both Holy 
Spirit and St. Joseph Catholic 
churches are renovating a 
Holy Spirit property to cre-
ate a temporary home for up 
to six pregnant women who 
need help getting back on 
their feet.

Katharyn Byrne of Holy 
Spirit said the Supreme 
Court’s 2022 ruling in the 
Dobbs v. Jackson case, which 
overturned Roe v. Wade, 
kicked the project into gear 
after a few years of talk.

“When abortion became 
illegal, that gave us the impe-
tus to get moving,” Byrne 
said. “We talked about it and 
talked about it, but it’s not an 
easy thing to do.”

Suzanne Ogawa, a member 
of St. Joseph’s parishioners 
council, said she had been 
feeling called to put action 
behind her pro-life beliefs in 
the wake of the Dobbs deci-
sion.

“I had a conversation with 
Katharyn’s husband, Mike, 
at another ministry meeting, 
that I’m feeling called to do 
more,” she said. “He said 
‘it’s funny you should ask, 
we’ve been talking about it 
as well.’ ”

Ogawa said from that point, 
the project has been in high 
gear.

The property will be named 
the Saint Gianna Crisis 
Pregnancy Home after St. 
Gianna Beretta Molla, the 
Italian pediatrician known 
for refusing to terminate the 

ELECTION DAY
What to look for, what’s at stake 

JOE IMEL/joe.imel@bgdailynews.com
An election official holds the door for voters at Living Hope Baptist Church polling station Saturday during the 
final day of early in-person voting.  Follow election results at bgdailynews.com

GRACE RAMEY/grace.ramey@bgdailynews.com
Warren County registered voters cast their votes for the primary elec-
tion at Phil Moore Park on Election Day on May 17, 2022. 

God’s
‘all over 

this’ idea 
Two churches 

partner for 
pregnancy home

By IZZY LANUZA
izzy.lanuza@bgdailynews.com

Med Center Health has pur-
chased new equipment that will 
help children address sensory 
processing issues and allow its 
pediatric staff to better care for 
children.

According to the Autism 
Speaks website, those diag-
nosed with Autism may experi-
ence hypersensitivity (over-re-
sponsiveness) or hyposensitiv-
ity (under-responsiveness) to 
different stimuli. This can lead 
to sensory avoidance or sensory 

seeking.
Children with sensory pro-

cessing disorders need to uti-
lize different exercises that will 
strengthen their vestibular sys-
tem.

Last year, the pediatric staff 
partnered with the WHAS 
Crusade for Kids fundraiser. 
The Med Center was awarded 
$8,000 from the event. WHAS 
Crusade for Kids is a founda-
tion that raises money to pro-
vide resources for kids with 
special needs.

Using the grant money, Med 
Center Health purchased a 

C-Arm Swing, which is a tool 
that will help children challenge 
and activate their sensory sys-
tem.

“By spinning, standing, rock-
ing, sometimes kids can be over-
stimulated and get upset, irrita-
ble,” said Megan Sternberg, a 
physical therapist at the Medical 
Center at Bowling Green. “And 
with the swing we can have dif-
ferent rocking techniques that 
will calm them down. We use 
it for strengthening belly mus-
cles. We use it for working on 
weight bearing and balancing 
when we’re standing on there.”

The C-Arm swing challenges 
a child’s balance, which is how 
the body and brain reacts to 
gravity and objects around us.

It is adaptable and can hold 
up to 800 pounds. It has many 
swing attachments to address 
different sensory issues.

Also, a Milliard Sensory Pad 
was purchased. The hospital has 
been using the sensory pad for 
the past month and the C-Arm 
for a few weeks.

According to spectrumdis-
order.com, “a crash pad can 
improve a child’s gross motor 
skills and planning. By jumping 
into the crash pad, children with 
autism receive a large amount 
of sensory support that provides 
deep pressure on the leg and 
knee muscles, good for muscle 
tone and core strength. It devel-
ops coordination and fine motor 
skills in a non-threatening way.”

Children with sensory issues get more help
Med Center equipment designed

to boost treatment in several ways
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