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BILLINGS, MONT.
The Biden administration

wants to put conserving vast
government-owned lands on
equal footing with oil drilling,

livestock grazing and other
interests, according to a top
administration official who
defended the idea against crit-
icism that it could sideline
industry.
The proposal would allow

conservationists and others to
lease federally owned land to

restore it, much the same way
oil companies buy leases to drill
and ranchers pay to graze cat-
tle. Companies could also buy
conservation leases, such as oil
drillers who want to offset dam-
age to public land by restoring
acreage elsewhere.
Tracy Stone-Manning, direc-

tor of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, said in an interview
with The Associated Press that
the proposed changes would
address rising pressure from
climate change and develop-
ment. While the bureau previ-

Biden plan would open public
land leases to conservation
BY MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press
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had previously purchased from
Tehran.
The Biden administration last

year publicized satellite imag-
ery and intelligence findings
that it said indicated Iran sold
hundreds of attack drones to
Russia. And for months, offi-
cials have said the United
States believed Iran was consid-
ering selling hundreds of ballis-

WASHINGTON
The White House on Monday

said Russia is looking to buy
additional advanced attack
drones from Iran for use in its
war against Ukraine after using
up most of the 400 drones it

tic missiles to Russia, but
Washington did not have evi-
dence a deal was consummat-
ed.
“Iran also continues to pro-

vide Russia with one-way attack
UAVs (unmanned aerial vehi-
cles). Since August, Iran has
provided Russia with more than
400 UAVs primarily of the
Shahed variety,” White House

National Security Council
spokesman John Kirby said.
“Russia has expended most

of these UAVs, using them to
target Ukrainian critical infra-
structure inside Ukraine. By
providing Russia with these
UAVs, Iran has been directly
enabling Russia’s war of ag-
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People observe the damaged cars May 8 after a night attack by Russian forces using Iranian-made drones in Kyiv, Ukraine. Iran has said it
provided drones to Russia prior to the start of the war, but not since.

Russia looks to purchase more
attack drones from Iran
BY AAMERMADHANI, COLLEEN
LONG AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press
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ANN ARBOR, MICH.
With new and used cars still

painfully expensive, Ryan
Holdsworth says he plans to
keep his 9-year-old Chevy
Cruze for at least four more
years. Limiting his car payments
and his overall debt is a bigger
priority for him than having a
new vehicle.
A 35-year-old grocery store

worker from Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Holdsworth would
probably be in the market for a
vehicle within a few years — if
not for the high cost. For now,
it’s out of the question.
“You’re not going to get one

for a price you can afford,” he
said.
Holdsworth has plenty of

company. Americans are keep-
ing their cars longer than ever.
The average age of a passenger
vehicle on the road hit a record
12.5 years this year, according to
data gathered by S&P Global
Mobility. Sedans like Holds-
worth’s are even older, on aver-
age — 13.6 years.
Blame it mainly on the pan-

demic, which in 2020 triggered
a global shortage of automotive
computer chips, the vital com-
ponent that runs everything
from radios to gas pedals to
transmissions. The shortage
drastically slowed global assem-
bly lines, making new vehicles
scarce on dealer lots just when
consumers were increasingly
eager to buy.
Prices reached record highs.

And though they’ve eased some-
what, the cost of a vehicle still
feels punishingly expensive to
many Americans, especially
when coupled with now much-
higher loan rates.
Since the pandemic struck

three years ago, the average
new vehicle has rocketed 24%
to nearly $48,000 as of April,
according to Edmunds.com.
Typical loan rates on new-car
purchases have ballooned to 7%,
a consequence of the Federal
Reserve’s aggressive streak of
interest rate hikes to fight in-
flation.
It’s all pushed the national

average monthly auto loan pay-
ment to $729. Experts say a

Americans
are holding
on to their
vehicles
longer than
ever
BY TOM KRISHER
Associated Press
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An eternal optimist, not even
Wichita State track and field
coach Steve Rainbolt could find
hope entering the final day of
the American Athletic Confer-
ence Outdoor Championships.
In a second straight year of

the men’s team trying to upset
Houston at the conference
meet, the Shockers were pro-
jected to be 38 points short of

the national powerhouse pro-
gram at the start of Sunday.
No matter how many scena-

rios ran through Rainbolt’s head
before competition started back
up in Tampa, none of them
ended with WSU hoisting anoth-
er trophy.
“I want to be a believer every

step of the way, but we were
38-point underdogs this morn-
ing,” Rainbolt said. “How on
earth are we going to make up
38 points? It just seemed out of
reach, it really did.”

Rainbolt sure didn’t mind
being wrong in his calculations
late Sunday evening when the
Shockers successfully defended
their AAC championship in an
even more improbable way than
they won it the first time.
Last year, WSU was the un-

derdog to Houston but believed
its depth gave the team a punch-
er’s chance. This year, WSU
entered as nearly 70-point un-
derdogs to Houston and was

WSU track and field stuns Houston
again at AAC Championships
BY TAYLOR ELDRIDGE
teldridge@wichitaeagle.com
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The Wichita State men’s track and field team celebrates its stunning
victory at the American Athletic Conference Outdoor Championships
in Tampa, Florida, on Sunday.SEE WSU, 2A


