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Thailand’s top pro-democracy groups 
moved to begin talks on forming a govern-
ment after a stronger-than-forecast showing 
in Sunday’s elections, with the head of the 
Move Forward Party claiming a mandate to 
serve as the nation’s next prime minister.

Pita Limjaroenrat took to Twitter in the 
early Monday morning to say he would be a 
prime minister for all, later adding that he’s 
reached out to five parties for support. With 
Move Forward leading in both total seats and 
popular votes, he won public backing from 
the Pheu Thai party that finished in second.

“Today I’m ready to be Thailand’s 30th 
prime minister,” the Harvard-educated Pita, 
42, wrote. “We have the same dreams and 
hopes and we believe that our beloved Thai-
land can be better.”

While pro-democracy groups were 
expected to do well, the two parties’ perfor-
mance was a blow to the military-backed 
government of Prime Minister Prayut  

Chan-ocha, which took power in a 2014 
coup. But that outcome is no guarantee of a 
quick path to power: Under Thailand’s con-
stitution, the 250-member military-backed 
Senate is still a powerful bloc with influence 
in picking the next prime minister.

“The path to forming a coalition will not be 
easy,” said Teerasak Siripant, managing direc-
tor at BowerGroupAsia’s Thailand office. “With 
such an overwhelming victory, the establish-
ment will only look to cap Pita’s power.”

Prayut and his United Thai Nation party 
were mostly muted following the rout. After 
almost nine years in power, the retired gen-
eral said late Sunday that he would abide by 
the results. “I respect democracy and elec-
tions,” he said.

There was little doubt that Thailand’s 
voters sent a message: Turnout of more 
than 75% was a record, according to the 
country’s Election Commission, with about  
39 million people casting ballots. Move For-
ward took 32 of 33 seats in Bangkok, a near 
sweep that surprised both Pheu Thai and the 
conservatives.

The party’s performance shows “the 

people’s demand for change and reform, 
so it would behoove the establishment to 
make concessions and come to some kind 
of compromise instead of playing for keeps 
and risking everything,” said Thitinan Pong-
sudhirak, a professor at Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity in Bangkok.

If all the parties Pita reached out eventu-
ally join his coalition, he said that would give 
them 309 seats in the 500-seat lower house.

Thailand’s markets reacted cautiously 
to the results. The benchmark SET Index 
slumped as much as 1.3%, set for a third 
straight session of losses and continuing a 
trend of underperforming regional peers. 
The baht rose 0.7% against the dollar.

But after underperfoming regional peers, 
there have been positive signs recently for 
the nation’s $506 billion economy. Tour-
ism has rebounded quickly following the 
COVID-19 pandemic and gross domestic 
product grew 2.7% in the first quarter from 
a year earlier, above expectations. Domestic 
inflation returned to the central bank’s 1% to 
3% target in March.

JESSE JOHNSON
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U.S. President Joe Biden will hold talks with 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on Thursday 
ahead of the Group of Seven leaders’ sum-
mit from Friday to Sunday in Hiroshima, the 
White House has announced.

Questions had emerged earlier over 
Biden’s attendance after he said he could 
miss the G7 summit or attend virtually due 
to ongoing negotiations over the U.S. federal 
debt limit. But the White House said Sunday 
that the visit would go on as planned, with 
Biden becoming just the second sitting U.S. 
president to visit the atomic-bombed city. 
He is set to leave Washington on Wednesday 
and arrive the following day.

Biden had hinted last week that he could 
stay in Washington if the debt limit negotia-
tions dragged on.

The talks Thursday between the U.S. 
leader and Kishida will likely focus on the 
two countries’ alliance, the war in Ukraine 
and regional security — including how to 
work with China on global challenges while 
deterring its growing assertiveness.

Also on the agenda for the Biden-Kishida 
talks will be the improving relations 
between Japan and South Korea after years 
of chilly ties.

Leaders of the three countries are set to 
hold a trilateral meeting on the G7 sum-
mit sidelines. The three are expected to dis-
cuss “strategic coordination measures” to 
upgrade cooperation to face “shared chal-
lenges” including North Korean nuclear 
threats, supply chain problems and energy 
security, according to South Korea’s Presi-
dential Office.

Japan’s top government spokesman told a 
news conference Monday that the trilateral 
meeting would help to “further deepen” dis-
cussions on these issues.

“As the security environment in the region 
becomes even more challenging due to con-
tinued provocations by North Korea, it is 
important to strengthen our deterrence and 
response capabilities through security coop-
eration via the Japan-U.S. alliance, the U.S.-
South Korea alliance, and Japan-U.S.-South 
Korea ties,” Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu 
Matsuno said.

Biden’s Hiroshima visit will be the 
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Leaders of the Group of Seven countries 
are set to discuss concern about China’s 
use of “economic coercion” in its dealings 
abroad as part of their larger joint statement 
set to be crafted after they meet this week, 
according to a U.S. official familiar with the 
discussions.

The statement, a likely component of the 
overall communique that will be released 
by leaders during the May 19-21 summit in 
Hiroshima, is expected to be paired with a 
broader written proposal on how the seven 
advanced economies will work together 
to counter “economic coercion” from any 
country.

The main G7 statement is set to include “a 
section specific to China” with a list of con-
cerns that include “economic coercion and 
other behavior that we have seen specifically 
from the (People’s Republic of China),” the 
official said Friday.

A separate “economic security statement 
will speak more to tools” used to counter 
coercive efforts from any countries respon-
sible, including planning and coordination, 
the person said. In each case, the statements 
are to expected go further than prior state-
ments by the G7.

U.S. President Joe Biden has made China a 
focus of his foreign policy, working to keep 
the tense and competitive relationship from 
veering into one of open conflict, including 
over self-ruled Taiwan.

The G7, which also includes Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy and the United 
Kingdom, is closely tied economically to 
China, the world’s biggest exporter and a 
key market for many of the seven countries’ 
companies.

Last month, China called a statement by 
the G7 foreign ministers that touched on 
similar topics “full of arrogance, prejudice 
against China,” and lodged complaints with 
this year’s G7 host, Japan.

Under Biden’s predecessor, President Don-
ald Trump, G7 statements often offered only 
a cursory mention of issues involving China. 
The Biden administration has pushed for 
more direct statements.

The joint statement issued by all the G7 
leaders every year is intended to signal that 
the powerful countries are aligned on a 
range of political and economic issues.

G7 members will also hold out the pros-
pect of further cooperation with China on 
areas like climate.

“We’re not for decoupling the U.S. and Chi-
nese economy, we are for de-risking, we are 
for diversifying,” said the U.S. official. “That 
principle is very unifying.”

Negotiations over the precise language of 
the leaders’ joint declarations are still subject 
to diplomacy and adjustment before they are 
released during summit.

The G7 meeting will be a test of how much 
the members, all rich democracies, can agree 
on a common approach to China, the world’s 
second-largest economy.

The China terms have been a major sub-
ject of the talks currently underway by G7 
finance leaders in Niigata, where they have 
focused on reducing “over-reliance” of their 
countries’ supply chains on Chinese manu-
facturing, including by partnering with low- 
and middle-income countries.

“The U.S. wants to get something hard on 
paper down in terms of agreement and the 
other countries are interested, but they’re 
not as interested in putting specifics down 
on paper on these various instruments and 
economic statecraft tools,” said Josh Lipsky, 
senior director of the Atlantic Council’s Geo-
Economics Center.

In particular, some G7 members are skep-
tical about signing on to controls on out-
bound investment in China.

The policies are being drafted partly to 
help deny China’s military access to tools it 
could use to gain technological superiority, 
and many in the Biden administration see 
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Talent agency apologizes over sex assault claims
KATHLEEN BENOZA  
AND KANAKO TAKAHARA
STAFF WRITERS

The president of entertainment behemoth 
Johnny & Associates Inc. has issued a formal 
apology over sexual assault claims against 
its late founder, Johnny Kitagawa, as former 
music personalities and others come for-
ward over alleged incidents.

On Sunday, Julie Keiko Fujishima, the 
talent agency’s president and niece of the 
former president, issued an apology in a 
video and written statement on the compa-
ny’s website in response to the allegations. 
The apology comes a month after Kauan 
Okamoto, a Japanese Brazilian singer and 
songwriter, claimed that Kitagawa sexually 
abused him as a teen.

Allegations — made by former male enter-
tainers from the talent agency and others 
against the founder, who died four years 
ago — have made headlines both in domes-
tic media and internationally, especially after 
the BBC aired a documentary on the issue 
in March.

Mobeen Azhar, the reporter who inves-

tigated the story in the film, welcomed the 
apology from the talent agency but said 
more needs to be done.

“I believe we are still a great distance from 
any semblance of justice for the boys who 
were exploited by Johnny Kitagawa whilst 
he was heading Johnny & Associates,” Azhar 
said.

In April, Okamoto said in a news confer-
ence that Kitagawa had abused him about 

15 to 20 times when he was a member of the 
agency. He said he was also aware of at least 
three others who had experienced similar 
abuse.

In a video Okamoto posted to YouTube 
on Saturday, he described his experience as 
similar to being sexually assaulted by one of 
his “own parents,” considering that Kitagawa 
was perceived as the father of the entertain-
ment industry.

Okamoto said he had so much apprecia-
tion and respect for Kitagawa at the time that 
he didn’t think of telling anyone about the 
abuse.

Fans of the talent agency submitted a peti-
tion on Thursday demanding that the com-
pany investigate allegations of sexual abuse 
by Kitagawa. Around 16,000 people signed 
the petition.

In response to the delay in holding a news 
conference, Fujishima said the company had 
to first conduct an internal investigation 
while cooperating with lawyers and coun-
selors, as well speak with those who came 
forward with claims of abuse.

“We deeply apologize to those that have 

Julie Keiko 
Fujishima, president 
of Johnny & Associ-
ates, in a video 
released on 
Sunday KYODO
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Thai opposition chief seeks mandate
Move Forward Party leader and prime ministerial candidate, Pita Limjaroenrat, at the party’s headquarters in Bangkok, on Monday REUTERS
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