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REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. – Presi-
dent Joe Biden and congressional
leaders will likely resume talks on
Tuesday at the White House over the
debt limit as the nation continues to
edge closer to its legal borrowing au-
thority with no agreement in sight.

The meeting was initially supposed
to be Friday, but was abruptly post-
poned so staff�-level talks could con-
tinue before Biden and the four con-
gressional leaders huddled for a sec-
ond time. 

Administration and congressional
offi�cials said Sunday that a meeting
has not been fi�nalized, although Tues-
day was the likeliest option. Biden was
returning to Washington on Monday
and is scheduled to leave for the Group
of Seven summit in Japan on Wednes-
day. 

Biden on Sunday did not detail
much progress in the talks, but said he
remained hopeful that an agreement
could be reached with Republicans to
avoid what would be an unprecedent-
ed debt default, which could trigger a
fi�nancial catastrophe.

“I remain optimistic because I’m a
congenital optimist,” Biden told re-
porters while out for a bike ride in Re-
hoboth Beach, Delaware. “But I really
think there’s a desire on their part as
well as ours to reach an agreement. I
think we’ll be able to do it.”

Aides said talks had continued
throughout the weekend. But at least
publicly, there was little indication
that either the White House or House
Republicans had budged from their
initial positions. Biden has called on
lawmakers to lift the debt limit without
preconditions, warning that the na-
tion’s borrowing authority should not
be used to impose deep spending cuts
and other conservative policy de-
mands.

“We’ve not reached the crunch
point yet,” Biden told reporters Satur-
day before fl�ying to his beach home.
“There’s real discussion about some
changes we all could make. We’re not
there yet.”
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President Joe Biden on Sunday said
he remained hopeful an agreement
could be reached. The president will
likely resume the talks with House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy and other
congressional leaders Tuesday.
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WASHINGTON – Oil and gas pro-
ducers talk up technological break-
throughs they say will soon allow the
world to drill and burn fossil fuels with-
out worsening global warming. U.S. cli-
mate envoy John Kerry says the time is
here for the industry to prove it can
make the technology happen – at scale,
aff�ordably and quickly – to stave off� cli-
mate disaster.

And Kerry says he has “serious ques-
tions” whether it can.

Kerry’s comments came in an inter-
view with The Associated Press on one
of the most crucial topics in the fi�ght to
slow global warming: the argument

from oil and gas producers that they will
soon have technology in place to extract

the climate-damaging
gases that make fossil fu-
els the main culprit in cli-
mate change, allowing
companies to keep
pumping crude and natu-
ral gas worry-free.

Kerry said the ideal so-
lution is a fast global

switch to renewable energy, but oil and
gas states and companies have a right to
give their claim of technological rescue
a try.

“If you’re able to abate the emissions,
capture it,” Kerry said this past week at
his climate team’s offi�ces at the State
Department. “But we don’t have that at-

scale yet. And we can’t sit here and just
pretend we’re going to automatically
have something we don’t have today.
Because we might not. It might not
work.”

Globally, the point matters because
oil and gas companies point to the
hope of technology that can one day
scour away most of the climate-wreck-
ing carbon to stave off� public and gov-
ernment pressure for the world to piv-
ot faster away from fossil fuels and to
solar, wind and other cleaner energy. 

“What they’re banking on is that
they’re going to be able to do the emis-
sions capture,” Kerry said of oil and gas
companies. He ticked off� the stages of 

Kerry challenges oil industry on clean tech
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S
pring is a time of change, when brown and barren trees turn
lush, and fl�owers begin to bloom, bringing pops of color to
landscapes that remained gray and dull during the winter
months. h Nothing embraces those dramatic changes like

the butterfl�y, shifting from a lowly crawling caterpillar to the colorful
winged pollinator that brings beauty and whimsy to the outdoors. h To
keep with this theme, this edition of Scrub Hub is aimed at Hoosiers who
want to do a bit of garden bed planning to attract and support butterfl�ies.
This week, we set out to answer: How can you build a butterfl�y garden?

An eastern tiger swallowtail butterfly pulls nectar from goat’s beard sunflowers. Other pollinators will also
benefi�t from a small planned garden suited to produce nectar and habitat. KELLY J BOSTIAN/KJBOUTDOORS

How can I build a
butterfl�y garden?

Expert says to start modestly, use variety of plants
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Plant variety matters when planting a butterfly garden. Milkweed is an essential plant for Monarch
butterfly eggs and larvae, but adults will also need different flowers that provide nectar. GETTY IMAGES 


