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INSIDE WEATHERFIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.
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Showers likely. High 67, Low 55.
Complete forecast on Page A8.
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Indiana’s powerful electric utility 
companies exited the state’s recent 
legislative session wielding key leg-
islative victories though it might take 
years to know the ultimate ramifica-
tions.

New laws are set to let the state’s 
existing utilities get first dibs on a 
billion-dollar slate of new transmis-
sion projects, put natural gas plant 
costs into rates before construction 
ends, and more easily recoup other 
costs. Regulators, meanwhile, will 
examine new ways of setting rates.

Lawmakers noted that there’s 
plenty that goes into the rates Hoo-
siers see ref lected in bills, like 
international trading on fuel, fed-
eral regulation on wholesale rates 
and state regulation on retail rates.

But there’s agreement on what the 
future holds for ratepayers: higher 

bills.
Residential cus-

tomers in Indiana 
paid $152 for elec-
tricity on average in 
February — 34th in 
the nation — accord-
ing to a Save On 
Energy analysis of 
U.S. Energy Admin-
istration data.

“Utility bills are going to go up. 
And if somebody says they’re not, 
they’re smoking something,” said 
Rep. Ed. Soliday, R-Valparaiso. He 
chairs the House’s utilities commit-
tee.

“At some point, we’re going to 
reach a breaking point. When that 
is, I’m not entirely sure,” said Kerwin 
Olson, who leads utility consumer 
advocate group Citizens Action 
Coalition.

The major utilities in the state 
have contributed more than $600k 
to state legislators — mostly Repub-
lican — since 2018.

NEW TRANSMISSIONS
There’s money at stake in a new 
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Four Cass County students sat 
on the Revolution Church stage last 
Thursday evening and told the adults 
in the audience what they felt about 
school, mental health, social media 
and substance abuse.

There was a common theme to 
many of their answers: show com-
passion.

It was all part of a Youth Voice 

Panel presented by the Indiana 
Youth Institute and Stand Up Cass 
County, the Youth Service Alliance 
and Area Five Agency.

Students participating in the dis-
cussion included Lahleya Perry from 
Lewis Cass and Olivia Pearson, 
Jacob Morrow and Myah Yax from 
Logansport.

The discussion was moderated by 
Rick Hollering, founder of the Youth 
Services Alliance.

Before the event began, Mayor 
Chris Martin delivered a proclama-
tion declaring May as Mental Health 
Awareness Month in Logansport.

“If you don’t think that people like 

us go through stuff, you’re wrong,” 
the mayor said afterwards. “I strug-
gle with mental health just like the 
rest of you. Every person in this 
room has struggled with mental 
health in one way or another. But I 
am here right now to tell you that you 
will get through it.

“Every step of the way you will get 
through it. There are resources out 
there and I want you to know they 
are out there. So please don’t ever 
give up on yourselves, your family 
and your friends.”

Youth Voice Panel urges adults to show compassion
Cass County teens 
share experiences

Utilities 
notch key 
legislative 
victories
Ratepayers should 
expect higher bills
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 The Berry Bowl was full of inter-
national music, dancing and more 
Saturday afternoon as Logansport 
High School held their second 
Multicultural festival.

Those who attended the four-
hour event were treated to 
student booths featuring nearly 
20 countries. They also had the 
opportunity to sample food and 
experience dance routines and 
songs from around the world.

During the event, mayor Chris 
Martin announced that the city of 
Logansport would begin working 
on resources within the city build-
ing to help non-English speakers.

“You will have all the resources 
that you need in your language,” he 
said. “This is just another way that 
the city of Logansport is working 
to make sure you are accepted and 

included in this community.”
Booths and activities were set 

up in the upper level of the Berry 

Bowl while performances took 
place on the basketball court. The 
Sunny Youth Dance Team from the 

Indianapolis Chinese Community 
Center and the Purdue Chinese 
Performing Art Troupe were also 
in attendance, performing dance 
numbers.

Student performances included 
a three-song set from Los Cham-
belanes Team featuring Arturo 
Cortes, Josh Buenaventura, Mateo 
Gaspar and Mateo Lopez, song and 
dance numbers from Aimee Mar-
tinez, a Michael Jackson inspired 
dance number from Andrea Rojas-
Rodriguez, the LHS Dance Team 
and the LHS Dragon and Lion 
Dance Team.

Students Layla Powell and Ben-
jamin Hopkins emceed the event.

“As principal of this high school 
we are excited to celebrate the 
rich diversity of our community,” 
said Matt Jones. “Our school is a 
place where people from different 

‘ACCEPTED AND INCLUDED’
Logansport students share world influences at Multicultural Festival
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The Logansport High School Dragon and Lion Dance Team performed at the second Logansport High School Multicultural Festival on 
Saturday. In addition to live performances, students set up booths featuring information from about 20 countries.

Layla Powell, a Logansport High School junior, sang the national 
anthem before the Multicultural Festival at Logansport High School 
Saturday afternoon, May 13.

Ed Soliday

Myah Yax speaks 
during the Youth 
Voice Panel while 
Olivia Pearson 
listens. The panel 
was held May 
11, at Revolution 
Church. Students 
shared their 
concerns and 
experiences 
with those in 
attendance.
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