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Biden plan would let groups 
lease federal land to restore it
MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. – The Biden 
administration wants to put con-
serving vast government-owned 
lands on equal footing with oil 
drilling, livestock grazing and other 
interests, according to a top admin-
istration official who defended the 
idea against criticism that it could 
sideline industry.

The proposal would allow con-
servationists and others to lease 

federally owned land to restore it, 
much the same way oil companies 
buy leases to drill and ranchers pay 
to graze cattle. Companies could 
also buy conservation leases, such 
as oil drillers who want to offset 
damage to public land by restoring 
acreage elsewhere.

Tracy Stone-Manning, director 
of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, said in an interview with The 
Associated Press that the proposed 
changes would address rising pres-
sure from climate change and de-

velopment. While the bureau previ-
ously issued leases for conservation 
in limited cases, it has never had a 
dedicated program for it, she said.

“It makes conservation an equal 
among the multiple uses that we 
manage for,” Stone-Manning said. 
“There are rules around how we do 
solar development. There are rules 
around how we do oil and gas. 
There have not been rules around 
how we deliver on the portions of 

I&M plans 
upgrades 
in Noble, 
Whitley
BRETT STOVER
The Journal Gazette

About $61 million in investment is coming to im-
prove electric transmission in Whitley and Noble 
counties, Indiana Michigan Power announced Mon-
day.

The utility company’s Albion and Tri-Lakes Trans-
mission Improvements Project will rebuild miles of 
transmission lines, some of which date back to the 
1950s. According to a news release from I&M, the cur-
rent lines are deteriorating and have seen more than 
35 service interruptions in the last eight years.

Rebuilding the lines with modern equipment, in-
cluding steel poles instead of old wooden ones, will 
help protect against the weather and reduce frequent 
maintenance, the company said.

Construction is expected to begin in early 2025 and 
end at late that same year, and the power company 
said it will communicate project updates to affected 
landowners in the area.

The company plans to rebuild most of the line in or 
near the existing right-of-way, which the power compa-
ny said might require new or updated property ease-
ments.

The new steel poles and metal H-frames will be 
about 100 feet tall, and the right-of-ways will be ap-
proximately 100 feet wide.

The project involves 10 miles of transmission line 
between Kendallville and Albion, five miles between 
Albion and Wolf Lake and nine miles from Tri-Lakes 
to Larwill.

According to the release, I&M also plans to replace 
equipment at its substations in Albion and Kendall-
ville.
bstover@jg.net

Aging transmission lines  
to be rebuilt starting in 2025

Associated Press

In this 2011 photo, cattle graze in the Upper Missouri River 
Breaks National Monument near Fort Benton, Mont. Federal 
lands could be leased for conservation under a proposed plan.

Associated Press

Police officers from around the nation gather Monday for ceremonies at the Capitol in Washington to hon-
or law enforcement officers who lost their lives in 2022.

Nation honors fallen law enforcement officers
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City plan panel OKs baseball expansion
DEVAN FILCHAK
The Journal Gazette

World Baseball Academy 
plans to add two more fields 
and more parking to its cam-
pus after getting approval 
Monday from the Fort Wayne 
Plan Commission.

Commission members 
approved the primary devel-

opment plan for the sports 
facility’s expansion at 1701 
Freeman St., which includes 
two softball fields, more light-
ing and additional parking. 
World Baseball Academy cur-
rently has four fields.

The members also ap-
proved a do-pass recommen-
dation for a rezoning request 
for four of the property’s 26 

acres, which primarily affects 
the parking lot. The request 
will go before Fort Wayne 
City Council for final approv-
al.

Several Wildwood Park 
residents opposed the project 
at last week’s public hearing. 
Some residents said they were 
concerned about adding more 
lighting when some of their 

homes are already affected by 
light pollution. Residents also 
shared concerns about addi-
tional noise and storm drain-
age issues.

Commission member Ra-
chel Tobin-Smith asked fel-
low members Monday what 
discussion led to the com-
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FBI careless in Trump-Russia probe, report says
ERIC TUCKER AND  
LINDSAY WHITEHURST
Associated Press

WASHINGTON – A special 
prosecutor found that the FBI 
rushed into its investigation of 
ties between Russia and Donald 
Trump’s 2016 campaign and re-
lied too much on raw and uncon-
firmed intelligence as he conclud-
ed a four-year probe that fell far 
short of the former president’s 
prediction that the “crime of the 
century” would be uncovered.

The report Monday from 
special counsel John Durham 
represents the long-awaited cul-
mination of an investigation that 
Trump and allies had claimed 
would expose massive wrong-
doing by law enforcement and 
intelligence officials. Instead, 
Durham’s investigation delivered 
underwhelming results, with 
prosecutors securing a guilty plea 
from a little-known FBI employee 
but losing the only two criminal 

Associated Press

John Durham, who led an investigation into 
potential government wrongdoing in the 
Trump-Russia probe, has issued his report. Probe, Page 10A
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