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“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me, it’s the best sleep chair 

I’ve ever had.”
— J. Fitzgerald, VA

3 CHAIRS
IN ONE:

SLEEP/RECLINE/LIFT
Pictured is Luxurious & Lasting Miralux™.
Ask about our 5 Comfort Zone chair.

Please mention code
116687

when ordering.

833-539-6547
REMOTE-CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM 

FLAT TO A STAND-ASSIST 
POSITION

Now available in a variety
of colors, fabrics and sizes.

mobility | sleep | comfort | safety
Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, but if it arrives 

damaged or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it. © 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle.
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enjoying life never gets old™

It’s mid-May, and planting season is
underway. Like clockwork, farmers are
working in fi�elds across Indiana —
they’re easily spotted by the dusty
clouds trailing behind their tractors. 

On a fi�eld not far from Bloomington, a
tractor makes laps sowing seeds for soy-
beans that will blanket the ground in
lush green leaves in just a few months.

As the planter rounds the fi�nal corner
of the fi�eld, it comes to a stop, framed by
barely visible furrow lines that bring a

sense of order to the natural world. It’s
an image emblematic of Indiana — until
the cab door opens. 

“It was always fun to watch people’s
faces when I pull up,” said Doris Scully, a
Hoosier farmer who grows corn, soy-
beans and cover crops on nearly 700
acres with her family. 

Scully is among hundreds of women
across Indiana helping to slowly erase
the stereotype of farmers as older men
in overalls. Women have always been in-
volved in agriculture, but historically
that role has been behind the scenes —
things like keeping the books, running
errands and bringing meals to the fi�eld. 

Now, however, more are literally
taking leading roles in the fi�eld. 

Nearly one-third of the nation’s ag-
ricultural land is now farmed or co-
farmed by women, according to the
2017 Agricultural Census, the latest
federal data available. 

That number holds true for Indiana.
There are just over 94,000 farmers in
the state, and close to 32,000 of them
are women. More than half of those
serve as the main producer. 

But it hasn’t always been that way
— much of that shift occurred in just 

‘Why is it unusal?’

Eileen Kladivko, who was the fi�rst woman faculty member in the Purdue agronomy department, shows farmers how to
locate and identify worms during a training program. KELLY WILKINSON/INDYSTAR

More women in farming, agribusiness, and ag education across Indiana
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BILLINGS, Mont. – The Biden ad-
ministration wants to put conserving
vast government-owned lands on
equal footing with oil drilling, livestock
grazing and other interests, according
to a top administration offi�cial who de-
fended the idea against criticism that it
would interfere with industry.

The proposal would allow conserva-
tionists and others to lease federally
owned land to restore it, much the
same way oil companies buy leases to
drill and ranchers pay to graze cattle.
Companies could also buy conserva-
tion leases – for example, oil drillers
might want to off�set damage to public
land by restoring acreage elsewhere.

Tracy Stone-Manning, director of
the Bureau of Land Management, said
in an interview with The Associated
Press that the proposed changes would
address rising pressure from climate
change and development. While the
bureau previously issued leases for
conservation in limited cases, it has
never had a dedicated program for it,
she said.

“It makes conservation an equal
among the multiple uses that we man-
age for,” Stone-Manning said. “There
are rules around how we do solar devel-
opment. There are rules around how we
do oil and gas. There have not been
rules around how we deliver on the por-
tions of (federal law) that say, ‘Manage
for fi�sh and wildlife habitat, manage for
clean water.’ ”

The pending rule also would pro-
mote establishing more areas of “criti-
cal environmental concern” due to their
historic or cultural signifi�cance, or their
importance for wildlife conservation. 

Leases for
conservation
proposed
Restoration of federally
owned tracts one option

Matthew Brown
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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A North High School junior is making
strides towards change in the youth
community, and is being honored for
her work.

Junior Ai’Zsoni Sherman was named
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Indiana 2023
State Youth of the Year in Indianapolis
in April.

“I feel happy and glad that I can bring
my hometown something,” she stated.

Since 1947, the Youth of the Year has

been the Boys and Girls Club of Amer-
ica’s premier recognition program, cele-
brating the extraordinary achievements
of club members. The club credits her
win to her “infectious personality, high
energy, passion, and humor.”

Sherman’s journey started in Febru-
ary after she competed against several
other club members to become the stu-
dent of the month. She was then select-
ed to be the local Youth of the Year and
represent the Evansville club. 

“She won’t say it, but she’s a team
player and go-getter ... a very positive
role model for kids throughout the club

no matter the age,” said Shanna Groen-
inger, director of development and mar-
keting with the local Boys and Girls
Club.

Sherman and 16 of her peers from
around the state prepared essays, pres-
entations and sat for interviews with
the judging panel. They also completed
a service project and visited the state-
house. Of course, it wasn’t all work as
the teens were able to engage in dia-
logue and have a glow party. 

It’s the fi�rst time in almost 60 years 

North junior named State Youth of the Year for Boys & Girls Club

Boys and Girls Club State Youth of the
Year recipient Ai’Zsoni Sherman.
PROVIDEDBY BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS OF INDIANA

Rayonna Burton-Jernigan
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