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The Rajasthan political crisis
deepened as dissident

Congress leader Sachin Pilot on
Monday threatened a massive
movement in the desert State if
action on his demands is not
taken by Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot by the month-end.

“If action is not taken by
this month-end on these three
demands, an agitation will be
launched across the State. I will
serve people till my last breath,
nothing scares me,” Pilot said
at a rally in Jaipur to mark the
completion of his five-day “Jan
Sangharsh Yatra” foot march
from Ajmer to Jaipur over
“inaction” by the Gehlot
Government on “corruption”
during the previous BJP term
in the State.

So far the Congress has
termed Pilot’s move anti-party
activity and in this regard three
separate meetings were held by
the national and State leader-
ship and the final call will be
taken after the Karnataka polit-
ical issue is settled.

Flanked by at least 14 other
Congress MLAs at a rally here
on Monday, the former Deputy
CM who has not been on good
terms with his party’s heavy-
weight Gehlot served notice to
the CM to either agree to their

demands by the month-end or
face a State-wide agitation.

Rajasthan Forest Minister
Hemaram Choudhary, Sainik
Kalyan Minister Rajendra
Gudha and SC/ST
Commission chairman Khiladi
Lal Bairwa were among the
Congress legislators on the
dais, indicating support for
the leader who headed a rebel-
lion against Gehlot in 
2020.

Deependra Singh
Shekhawat, Harish Meena,
Giriraj Malinga, Rakesh Pareek,
Ramniwas Gawriya, Indraj

Gurjar, Virendra Choudhary,
Suresh Modi, Vedprakash
Solanki, GR Khatana, Mukesh
Bhakar too were present. The
show of strength by Pilot comes
just months before the
Assembly polls when the party
hopes to return to power in
Rajasthan.

The intensification of the
Gehlot-Pilot tussle came on a
day when the party’s central
leadership is struggling to pick
a CM in Karnataka after win-
ning the Assembly polls a cou-
ple of days earlier.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday said inef-

ficient legislative drafting sys-
tem can weaken laws and
democracy and the more grey
area left during the drafting
process, the more scope for
judicial interpretations. 

Inaugurating a training
programme on legislative draft-
ing for State and Central
Government officials, Shah
also said it will be easier to edu-
cate people about the law with
minimal chances of errors by
the executive if the drafting is
better. “The more simple and
clear the drafting of the laws,
the easier it is to implement a
law. Clear drafting also keeps
the possibility of judicial over-
stepping at bay. The more grey
area left during the drafting
process, the more scope for
judicial interpretations,” he
said. 

Shah said India is not only
the biggest democracy, but the
idea of democracy also
emerged from India. From the

days of the Mahabharata to the
Mauryan era and again to the
Gupta empire, democracy was
one of the alternatives to
Government systems.

“The Indian Constitution
borrows heavily from our
democratic heritage while
remaining guided by modern
principles and practices of
democracy,” he said. The Home
Minister said the legislature is

not a body of legal experts but
that of public representatives
who are aware of the problems
and aspirations of the people. 

They make the laws in
accordance with them but
moulding these laws according
to the letter and spirit of the
Constitution is a heavy respon-
sibility that lies on the legisla-
tive department.
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The Opposition unity
received a shot in the arm

as Trinamool Congress chief
and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Monday said that her party
would support the Congress
wherever the grand old party is
strong. On the other hand,
NCP supremo Sharad Pawar
remarked that Congress big
win in Karnataka proves that
the BJP can be defeated when
the parties contest and go to
people with a public-oriented
agenda.

This is the first time that
Mamata cleared the air on
TMC’s stand on a possible
strategy for Opposition unity in
the 2024 electoral battle.

“Wherever the Congress is
strong, let them fight. We will
give them support, there is
nothing wrong (in that). But
they have to support other
political parties also,” Mamata
told reporters at the State sec-
retariat. 

The TMC supremo also
made it clear that she expect-
ed the seat-sharing formula to
give priority to the regional
players in areas where they are
strong. “Strong regional parties
must be given priority,” she
said. Mamata had earlier salut-
ed the people of Karnataka
after the BJP lost power there
while avoiding mention of the
grand old party with which

TMC has had run-ins in the
past.

Bihar Chief Minister and
JD(U) leader Nitish Kumar
has already initiated the unifi-
cation of Opposition parties
and held meetings with
Mamata, Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal, SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav, NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar and a couple of rounds
of meetings with Congress
leadership.

In all his meetings Nitish
was accompanied by his deputy
and RJD leader Tejaswi Yadav
and has urged the Congress to
take the lead and start working.
Nitish last week  met Jharkhand
counterpart Hemant Soren
hinted that the meeting of
Opposition parties may take
place in Patna after the
Karnataka Assembly elections
to chalk out plans for the 2024
Lok Sabha polls.

Pawar on his part said that
the Congress has alone given
an alternative to the BJP and
indicated that the Karnataka
template needs to be imple-
mented in other States, and for
that, like-minded parties will
have to work on a common
minimum programme (CMP).
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Awoman was shot dead for
allegedly consuming liquor

on the premises of a gurdwara
in Patiala, police said on
Monday. 

Nirmaljit Singh Saini, a
regular visitor to the gurd-
wara, opened indiscrimate fir-
ing on Parwinder Kaur, in her
late 30s, for consuming liquor
near the “sarovar” (holy pond)
of Dukhniwaran Sahib gurd-
wara on Sunday evening, said
Patiala Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Varun Sharma.

“Saini fired five rounds at
the woman with his 32-bore
licensed revolver,” police said in
an official statement.

The SSP said three bullets
hit Kaur and she died on the
spot. Kaur was undergoing
treatment for alcohol addiction. 

The accused, who has been
arrested, said he committed the
act in a fit of anger as his reli-
gious sentiments were hurt,
they said. Saini, a property
dealer with no previous crim-
inal records, told gurdwara
officials that he was upset over
the incidents of sacrilege.

The accused was produced
before a court here that sent
him to 14-day judicial custody.

“Parwinder Kaur was hav-
ing liquor near the ‘sarovar’ of
gurdwara Dukhniwaran Sahib.
When the sangat noticed this,
they decided to take her to the
manager’s office,” Patiala SSP
Sharma said.

As Kaur emerged from the
manager’s room accompanied
by police, she was fired at by
Saini, Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) officials said.

Meanwhile, members of
various Sikh bodies reached the
court complex where Saini was
produced by police and greet-
ed him by showering flower
petals when he was later escort-
ed out by police after being
remanded in judicial custody.

“...If exemplary action is
taken against the accused, no
one will dare to commit such
acts. If the government fulfils
its due responsibilities, then
such conspiratorial incidents
will not happen,” said SGPC
president Harjinder Singh
Dhami, in a statement issued in
Amritsar. 

Pilot sets deadline for
Gehlot to act on graft 

MANOJ SONI TO TAKE OATH
AS UPSC CHAIRMAN TODAY 
New Delhi: Educationist Manoj
Soni will take oath as the
chairman of Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC) on
Tuesday, an official said. 

AAP GOVT HIKES POWER
RATE AFTER BYPOLL WIN 
Chandigarh: Just two days after
winning the Jalandhar Lok
Sabha bypoll with focus mainly
on its people-centric schemes,
including free electricity of 300
units every household, the AAP
Government in Punjab on
Monday announced the new
electricity tariff with a per unit
increase ranging from 25 to 89
paise for domestic and
commercial consumers.

BENGAL VARSITIES LOSE
SAY IN VCS� SELECTION 
Kolkata: The West Bengal
Government has made changes
in the formation of search
committees for the appointment
of Vice Chancellors in State
universities. According to the
ordinance, the State university,
for which a VC will be appointed,
will not have any representative
in the search committee. 

RAISE MATERNITY LEAVE
TO 9 MONTHS: PAUL  
New Delhi: NITI Aayog member
VK Paul on Monday said that
both the private and public
sectors should consider
enhancing the the maternity
leave for women workers from
six months to nine months.

ERDOGAN FACES RUNOFF
AFTER MISSING VICTORY
Ankara: Conservative Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
faces a runoff with his main rival
Kemal Kilicdaroglu in two weeks
that will decide who leads a
country struggling with sky-high
inflation and hosting Syrian
refugees as it plays a key role in
the Middle East and in NATO
expansion.

CAPSULE 

New Delhi: Wholesale prices in
India fell for the first time in
almost three years in April, as
softening global commodity
prices brought down food, fuel,
and other input costs for pro-
ducers.

WPI inflation has been on
a declining trend for the last 11
months and came in at (-) 0.92
per cent in April.

This is the lowest level of
wholesale price index (WPI)
since June 2020, when inflation
was at (-) 1.81 per cent.

A negative WPI inflation,
technically termed as deflation,
means that overall wholesale
prices have been falling year-
on-year.

Detailed report on P10

WPI inflation
plunges into
negative 1st
time in 3 yrs
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After a thumping victory of
the Congress in the May 10

Assembly polls in Karnataka
(135 seats in the 224-member
Assembly), the party faces an
uphill task of naming the Chief
Minister from the two rivals —
former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and DK
Shivakumar.

Although the Congress is
working on a “formula” to
keep its flock together, the
power play for the CM chair
has kept the Congress leader-
ship busy dousing the fire-
fighting. 

Following which
Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar
were called to Delhi for further
discussion on the Government
formation. 

While, Siddaramaiah
arrived on Monday afternoon
in the national Capital,
Shivakumar cancelled his visit
hours after confirming he
would be flying to Delhi,
fuelling speculation that the
factional fighting in Karnataka
Congress had reared its head
again. Shivakumar cited health
reasons for the change in his
travel plans.  

“I have some problem in
the stomach. Doctor is coming
in ten minutes. It’s burning. It
looks like some infection and
I have a fever..... Please let me
be free....” he told reporters.
Sources close to him con-
firmed he is not going to Delhi
on Monday.  

However, late on Monday
night, Shivakumar said he shall
visit Delhi on Tuesday. 

Amid speculation about
the number of MLAs support-
ing him and Siddaramaiah for
the CM’s post, Shivakumar
earlier on Monday said his
strength is 135 (the number of
MLAs the Congress has won),
as under his presidency in the
State the party had won the
seats.

The move by Shivakumar,
seen by many as a “pressure
tactic” to assert his claim on the
top post, indicated that the
leadership war in the southern
State is far from over.

Sources close to
Shivakumar said he had con-
veyed to the leadership that in
case the party decides for a
rational CM, then there should
be a written commitment for
entry and exit.  

According to sources,
Shivakumar came to know that
the high command was con-
sidering the Lingayat leader as
the next CM. Though the party
did not announce the name till
late on Monday as it was
informed that the final call has
to be taken by the party’s first
family members — Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi.  

The deliberations in Delhi
were preceded by intensive
consultations, one-on-one
interaction with MLAs and
even a “secret ballot” in
Bengaluru during and after
the meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party.

Continued on Page 2

Siddaramaiah in
Delhi; DKS to
arrive in Capital
today, day after
deferring visit

Woman shot dead for 
boozing in gurdwara 

K�taka CM chair tug of
war puts Cong in a fix 

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Delhi Government has
called for withdrawing all

work from Special Secretary
(Vigilance) YVVJ Rajshekhar,
who is probing the alleged
corruption in the renovation of
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s bungalow at 6 Flag
Staff Road, Civil Lines, in
which it was alleged that the
AAP Government in Delhi
spent over `45 crore on the
rebuilding and renovation. 

Rajshekhar was also hold-
ing the charge of Special
Secretary (Services). 

This comes after the Delhi
Services Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj issued a show-cause
notice to IAS officer and ser-
vices department secretary
Ashish More and threatened

disciplinary action against him
for allegedly not complying
with a direction for his trans-
fer and going incommunicado. 

Citing complaints against
Rajshekhar for “running an
extortion racket and demand-
ing protection money”,
Bharadwaj on May 13 ordered
withdrawing all work assigned
to the officer with immediate
effect. 

Rajshekhar was also prob-
ing the demolition of a heritage
monument by the then CEO of
Delhi Jal Board, Udit Prakash,
to construct a sprawling bun-
galow for himself, siphoning off
gold running into several kg
and irregularities in the Delhi
Construction Board and relief
disbursement to workers. He
had probed the alleged Delhi
Excise policy scam.

In a reply to his superiors,
Rajshekhar said he was being
“prevented from performing
his duties” and apprehended
“serious threat and diversion of
records” pertaining to sensitive
matters like the excise policy
and the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence renovation. He also
requested that the matter be
taken to the High Court for a

stay.
As per the note sent by the

Bharadwaj, “There are com-
plaints that Rajshekhar is run-
ning an extortion racket and
demanding protection money.
This allegation is quite serious
which needs to be examined in
detail... Therefore, all work
assigned to Rajshekhar is here-
by withdrawn. The same may
be distributed amongst ADs
and ADs will directly report to
Secretary (Vigilance). The ADs
should directly put up the files
to Secretary (Vigilance). This is
for immediate compliance till
further orders.”

Bharadwaj also distributed
Rajshekhar’s work among the
assistant directors (ADs) in
the vigilance department with
specific directions to the ADs
to report and put up files

directly to the secretary
(Vigilance). Sources said
Bharadwaj had also directed
that records from the senior
IAS officer’s room be seized.

In his reply to his superi-
or, Rajshekhar said he is a
“Member of IAS and protect-
ed under Rule 311 of the
Constitution of India and also
protected under Rule 7 of IAS
(Cadre Rules 1954)”.  

“One cannot deny the
rights which are accrued to a
civil servant/public servant
under the rule which he is enti-
tled for,” he said in his reply.

Stressing that he must be
allowed to perform his duties
objectively and dispassionate-
ly as per rule of law and docu-
ments and records that are
available on the file, Rajshekhar
underlined that vigilance

inquiries are done as per the set
protocols and manuals pre-
pared by the Central Vigilance
Commission (VGC).

“It is just like mathematics
and there is no scope for sub-
jectivity while dealing with
such cases as this case is filtered
through due process as estab-
lished by Law. The under-
signed is being prevented from
performing the duties and I
apprehend serious threat and
diversions of records pertain-
ing to sensitive matters like
Excise matter, 6 Flag Staff
Road, Civil Lines, DIP, etc. It is
requested that this matter may
be brought to the notice of the
High Court to stay the order
issued by the minister
(Vigilance) vide his note dated
13.05.2023,” he said.

Continued on Page 2

Karnataka Congress president DK Shivakumar addresses the media at his resi-
dence in Bengaluru on Monday PTI

AAP Govt seizes power of babu probing CM house case
PNS n SANGRUR (PB)

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge

received  a `100-crore defama-
tion notice after a case was filed
against him for “defamatory”
remarks against the Bajrang
Dal and comparing it to the
outlawed PFI in his party’s
Karnataka poll manifesto. 

The notice was issued by
the court on May 12 on a peti-
tion filed by Hindu Suraksha
Parishad national president
Hitesh Bhardwaj. 

The date for filing of reply
to the notice has been fixed for
July 10.

“That the respondent
issued an election manifesto
before the State of Karnataka

for the elections. 
“In the said manifesto, at

para number 10, the defendant
issued defamatory statements
against the Bajrang Dal, a unit
of the Hindu Suraksha
Parishad, by declaring to ban
the organisation and compar-
ing it to outlawed organisations
like the Popular Front of India
(PFI)...,” the petitioner has sub-
mitted.

Congress leader Sachin Pilot with supporters during his �Jan Sangharsh Yatra� in
Jaipur on Monday PTI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses during the inauguration of a training
program on legislative drafting for State and Central Government officials, in New
Delhi on Monday. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and Union Ministers Pralhad Joshi
and Arjun Ram Meghwal are also seen PTI

Will back Cong in its
strongholds: Mamata 

Make laws strong; inefficient drafting
invites judicial overstepping: Shah

PNS n NEW DELHI

Karnataka has been wit-
nessing a worrying trend

over past decade — an increas-
ing number of winning candi-
dates in the State Assembly
elections have criminal cases
against them. The percentage
of winners with criminal cases
rose from 35 per cent in 2018
to 55 per cent in 2023.  

According to data, 122 of
221 winning candidates have
criminal cases against them as
compared to 77 in 2018.  In
2013, there were 74 (34 per
cent) MLAs had declared crim-
inal cases against themselves.

One winner has a case
related to murder against him,
and three have declared cases
of attempt to murder. Seven
new MLAs have declared cases
related to crimes against
women; one of them has
declared case related to rape.

According to the
Association for Democratic
Reforms report,, 78 (58 per
cent) of 134 winning candi-
dates from Congress, 34 (52 per
cent) out of 66 winning candi-
dates from BJP, 9 (47per cent)
out of 19 winning candidates
from JD(S) and 1 (100 per cent)
Kalyana Rajya Pragathi Paksha
winning candidate have
declared criminal cases against
themselves in their affidavits.

Continued on Page 2

55% MLAs in
Karnataka face
criminal cases 

Kharge gets `100 cr notice for
likening Bajrang Dal to PFI
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