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COUNTER POINT

MMaaxx:: 39.8OC
MMiinn:: 28.7OC 
RRHH:: 27%
RRaaiinnffaallll:: Nil

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Mainly clear
sky. Max/Min temp.

40/29ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Shobhakrut: Uttarayana

Tithi: Vaishakha Bahula Dwadasi
till 11.38 pm

Star: Uttarabhadra till 8.15 pm
Varjyam: 7.57 pm to 9.30 pm

Durmuhurtam: 8.21 am to 
9.12 am; 11.05 pm to 11.50 pm

Rahukalam: 3 pm to 4.30 pm
HIJRI CALENDAR

Shawwal 25,1444 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 4.37 am
Zohar: 12.22 pm

Asar: 4.42 pm
Maghrib: 6.46 pm

Isha: 8.00 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.41 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.44 AM
MOONRISE TODAY 3.14 PM
MOONSET TODAY 3.43 AM

Chess GM to get
`2.5cr from CM

NCB: Seized drugs
worth `25,000 cr

HHyyddeerraabbaadd::  Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekar Rao on

Monday
announced a
`2.50 crore
reward for
Telangana

chess player
Praneeth

Vuppala who
became India’s 82nd

Grandmaster. 

■■ Report oon PPage 111

KKoocchhii::  Two days after the
Narcotics Control Bureau

(NCB) had announced the
seizure of over 2,500 kilo-

grams of methamphetamine
from a vessel in Indian

waters in a joint operation
with the Navy, the anti-drug
agency on Monday said the
actual value of the contra-

band after its latest evalua-
tion was `25,000 crore.

Passenger molests
air hostess

AAmmrriittssaarr::  A male passenger
was arrested for allegedly

molesting an air hostess on
board a Dubai-Amritsar

flight in an inebriated state,
police said on Monday.

Rajinder Singh, who hails
from Kotli village of

Jalandhar in Punjab, got
into a heated argument
with the air hostess and

allegedly molested her on
Saturday, police said. 

Inflation lowest 
in 34 months

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Wholesale
prices in India fell for the

first time in three years in
April, as softening global

commodity prices brought
down food, fuel, and other
input costs for producers.

WPI inflation has been on a
declining trend for the last

11 months and came in at (-)
0.92 per cent in April. 

■■ Report oon PPage 111

IN BRIEF

ASHHAR KKHAN || DDC
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

The long wait for
Karnataka’s new chief
minister continued on
Monday with both the
aspirants — state unit
chief D.K. Shivakumar
and former CM
Siddaramaiah — flexing
their muscles. Sources say
that Siddaramaiah is the
choice of the majority of
MLAs after a secret vote
took place amongst the
MLAs by the central
observers on Sunday
night. A formal announce-
ment is expected soon
after a consultation with
the Gandhis.

Siddaramaiah was the
first to reach the national
capital on Monday. Before
coming to Delhi he made it
clear that he was confident
of becoming the chief min-
ister once again as he had
the support of a majority
of the MLAs. However,
Shivakumar cancelled his
plans to travel to Delhi cit-
ing a stomach bug and
stayed back in Bengaluru.
He is expected to come to
Delhi on Tuesday.

Shivakumar also made it
clear that he deserves the
top post as he was the state
unit chief under which the
Congress secured a clear
majority. He further added
that nobody can take away
his strengths. He said: “I
believe in one thing — a
single man with courage
makes a majority. I’ve
proved it. I don’t want to
disclose what all has hap-
pened in the last five
years. I’ll disclose it in
future. I am a single man, I
believe in one thing that a
single man with courage
makes a majority. I have
proved it.”

Both the aspirants are
expected to have detailed
meetings on Tuesday with
the Gandhis and Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge to work out an
amicable formula.

K’taka Cong. MLAs pick
Sidda in ‘secret ballot’
DK ‘unwell’, cancels visit to Delhi, says he deserves top post

MANOJ AANAND || DDC
GUWAHATI, MAY 15

A day after meeting Union
home minister Amit Shah
in New Delhi, Manipur
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh on Monday said the
Centre had ruled out the
possibility of splitting the
state of Manipur on ethnic
lines.

Asserting that the terri-
torial integrity of the bor-
der state will be main-
tained, Singh told
reporters: “We met Union
home minister Amit Shah

on Sunday in New Delhi
and briefed him about the
situation in the state. The
Union home minister also

assured us that the territo-
rial integrity of the state
will not be compromised.”

It is significant that
there has been a demand
from the Kuki-Chin-Zomi
people for carving out a
separate community-
based administrative
zone. A section also sought
the merger of the Kuki-
Chin-Zomi areas with
Mizoram. The demand got
louder after 10 Manipur
MLAs of the Kuki-Chin-
Zomi group — including
seven from the BJP —
issued a statement in

Guwahati a few days ago
for a separate administra-
tive set-up.

Pointing out that the
Centre warned stringent
action against extremist
groups, Singh said:
“Measures are taken
under the supervision of
Union home minister
Amit Shah to ensure that
the cadres of extremist
group engaged in the SoO
(Suspension of
Operations) return to
their camps and strength-
en efforts to bring normal-
cy back to the state.”

DC CCORRESPONDENTS
HYDERABAD, TIRUPATI,
MAY 15

The Vande Bharat
Express trains on the
Secunderabad Tirupati
route will run faster and
carry more than twice
the number of passen-
gers from May 17, South
Central Railway said
(SCR).

Against eight coaches
carrying 530 passengers,
the 20701/20702 Vande
Bharat trains will have
16 coaches with 1,128 pas-
sengers from
Wednesday. 

■■ Page 33: TTravel ttime tto
reduce bby 115 mminutes

SEC’BAD-TIRUPATI
VANDE BHARAT
LONGER, FASTER

L. VVENKAT RRAM 
REDDY II DDC
HYDERABAD, MAY 15

BRS president and Chief
Minister K. Chandra-
shekar Rao has convened
a meeting of the party
MPs, MLAs and MLCS at
Telangana Bhavan on
May 17.

The meeting assumed
significance in light of
Congress’s spectacular
victory in the Karnataka
Assembly elections and its
potential impact on
Telangana, which will
have state polls in five
months.

The meetings also gained
significance as the BRS
government is set to com-
plete nine years in office
on June 2, and is gearing
up for the Assembly polls
scheduled for December. 

In the meeting held on
April 27 to mark the
party’s formation day, the
CM warned ‘corrupt’ and
‘non-performing’ MLAs to
mend their ways else they
would be shown the door. 

The CM had also issued a
strong warning stating
that he had a list of MLAs
who were extorting up to

`3 lakh from each benefi-
ciary to grant the `10 lakh
benefit under the Dalit
Bandhu scheme. 

He warned them that if
they continued to engage
in such activities, they
would be thrown out of the
party.

Wednesday’s meeting
convened at a short notice
has fuelled speculation
over its purpose.

With the CM deciding to
convene another joint
meeting in two weeks,
MLAs are more worried
about their political
future. 

Several lists including
the names of 30 corrupt
and non-performing
MLAs circulated on social
media platforms, causing
concern among MLAs.

The CM also decided to
hold decennial celebra-
tions of Telangana state
formation for 21 days
beginning June 2 and is
expected to guide the
party leaders on the party
outreach programmes at
the meeting. 

KCR catches BRS by
surprise with meet

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

The CBI has arrested the
commercial head and pro-
duction controller of India
Ahead News Arvind
Kumar Singh  in connec-
tion with its probe into
the alleged Delhi excise
scam.

The sleuths of the
agency on Monday said
that Singh, the commer-
cial head and production
controller of the news
channel, was arrested for
alleged transfer of `17
crore to a company han-
dling the Aam Admi
Party’s (AAP) publicity
campaign during the Goa
elections through hawala
channels.

During the probe, the
central anti- corruption
wing found that
WhatsApp chats and
records of hawala opera-
tors, which indicated that
Singh was allegedly
instrumental in the
hawala transfers of `17
crore between June 2021
and January 2022 to
Chariot Media which was
handling outdoor adver-
tisement campaign for the
Goa elections for AAP,
they said.

Goa Assembly polls
were held on February 14,

2022. It is alleged that the
Delhi government’s
excise policy for 2021-22 to
grant licences to liquor
traders favoured certain
dealers who had allegedly
paid bribes for it, a charge
strongly refuted by the
AAP. 

The policy was later
scrapped by the Arvind
Kejriwal led government
in July last year.

It was further alleged
that irregularities were
committed, including
modifications in the
excise policy, extending
undue favours to the
licensees, waiver/reduc-
tion in licence fee, the
extension of L-1 licence
without approval etc.

Liquor scam: CBI
nets media head
for ‘paying’ AAP New Delhi, May 15:

The Centre has warned
doctors at Central gov-
ernment-run hospitals
and CGHS wellness cen-
tres to comply with the
norms of prescribing
generic medicines failing
which action will be
taken against them.

It also asked them to
ensure that visits of med-
ical representative to
hospitals premises are
completely curtailed.

According to an office
order, the doctors at
Central government hos-
pitals, Central Gover-
nment Health Scheme
(CGHS) wellness centres
and polyclinics have
been instructed time and
again to only prescribe
generic medicines.

“Despite this, it has
been observed that doc-
tors (including resi-
dents) in some instances
continue to prescribe
branded medicines. This
has been viewed strictly
by the competent author-
ity,” Director General of
Health Services Dr Atul
Goel said in an 
order issued on May 12.

It has threatened to
take action in cases of
non-compliance, the
order further stated.
Further, it asked them to
ensure visits of medical
representatives to hospi-
tals are curtailed. — PTI

CENTRE WARNS
DOCTORS TO
PRESCRIBE ONLY
GENERIC PILLS

AMRESH 
SRIVASTAVA || DDC
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

An inefficient legislative
drafting system can weak-
en laws and democracy
and even affect functioning
of the judiciary and the
grey areas left in the draft-
ing would lead to encroach-
ment in interpretation, the
Union home minister Amit
Shah said on Monday.

Inaugurating a training
programme on legislative
drafting for state and
Central government offi-
cials here, he  also said that
it will be easier to educate
about the law with mini-
mal chances of errors by

the executive if the draft-
ing is better, therefore, the
drafting of legislation
should be simple, clear and
without any ambiguity.

He also noted that if
“grey areas” are left in the
drafting, that will lead to
encroachment in interpre-
tation by the judiciary. “If
the drafting is complete
and lucid, its interpreta-
tion will also be clear. If a
legislation is drafted well,
there is no need for any
court to give any explana-
tion to any law,” Shah
noted.

Shah reminded that there
should be special emphasis
on not leaving a grey area.
For example, while draft-

ing the Constitution, it was
clearly written in the index
that Article 370 was a tem-
porary provision. “Had it

not been written, what
would have happened
then?” he asked. “So I
clearly maintain that it is

of utmost importance to
understand the aspiration
of the legislature while
drafting any law. The
smooth functioning of gov-
ernments also depends on
legislative drafting,” Shah
said.

“The Indian Constitution
borrows heavily from our
democratic heritage such
as Mahabharata to the
Mauryan era and again to
the Gupta empire whereas
it is also guided by modern
principles and practices of
democracy,” the minister
said. 

He further said that the
legislature is not a body of
legal experts but of public
representatives who are

aware of the problems and
aspirations of the people.
They make laws in accor-
dance with them. But
moulding these laws as per
the letter and spirit of the
Constitution is a heavy
responsibility that lies on
the legislative department.

He also maintained that
legislative drafting is nei-
ther art nor science, but a
skill that has to be prac-
tised while remaining in
touch with the spirit of the
Constitution. If there is no
debate about the law for 25
years and the judiciary
does not have to step in to
interpret it, it will be seen
as the flawlessness of the
skill of the drafting official.

Shah seeks effective drafting of legislations
HM warns of dangers to democracy if judiciary has to interpret ‘grey areas’INTERPRETING || LAWS

DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI/JAIPUR, MAY 15

Congress leader Sachin
Pilot on Monday threat-
ened to launch a massive
state-wide movement in
Rajasthan if action on his
demands is not taken by
the end of May. He also
demanded disbanding of
the Rajasthan Public
Service Commission
(RPSC) and its reconstitu-
tion, compensation for
those affected by govern-
ment job exam paper leak
cases, and a high-level
probe into charges of cor-
ruption he has levelled
against the earlier BJP
government. “If action is
not taken, an agitation
will be launched across
the state,” he told a rally. 

■■ Report oon PPage 99

PILOT THREATENS
MASS MOVEMENT
IN RAJASTHAN

RAJIB CCHOWDHURI || DDC
KOLKATA, MAY 15

Close on the heels of the
Congress’ victory in the
Karnataka Assembly
polls, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee offered her sup-
port to the grand old party
in its domain of strength
against the BJP in the Lok
Sabha polls next year.

The Trinamul Congress
chief, however, urged the
Congress to give support
to other regional parties in
return. This is the first

time she has talked about
the Congress for
Opposition unity after her
talks with Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar and his
deputy Tejashwi Yadav.

Banerjee said on

Monday: “Wherever the
Congress is strong in their
respective 200 seats or
something, what we have
calculated, let them fight.
We will give our support to
them.” She added: “But
the Congress has to see
other parties too. It should
not be the policy that
while I am giving you sup-
port in Karnataka, you are
fighting against me here
every day. It is the same
for everybody. If you want
to get something good, you
have to sacrifice yourself
also in some areas.”

Mamata to support Cong.
in strongholds for LS polls

Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee president D.K.
Shivakumar celebrates his birthday with AICC in-charge
of Karnataka Randeep Surjewala and former chief minis-
ter Siddaramaiah after the Congress Legislature Party
meeting in Bengaluru on Monday. —PTI

Union home minister Amit Shah during a training pro-
gramme on legislative drafting for state and Central gov-
ernment officials, in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

No splitting up Manipur, says Biren

Mamata BBanerjee

N. BBiren SSingh 

● ● ARVIND KKUMAR Singh
was arrested for alleged
transfer of `17 crore to a
company handling the
Aam Admi Party’s (AAP)
publicity campaign during
the Goa elections through
hawala channels.

● ● WHATSAPP CCHATS
and records of hawala
operators indicated that
Singh was allegedly
instrumental in the
hawala transfers between
June 2021 and January
2022 to Chariot Media. 

● ● MEETING ON May 17
assumes significance in
light of Congress’ spec-
tacular victory in the
Karnataka Assembly elec-
tions and its potential
impact on Telangana.

● ● THE BBRS is also set to
complete nine years in
office on June and is
gearing up for the
Assembly polls scheduled
for December.

K. CChandrashekar RRao

Praneeth
Vuppala 


