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SSaannggrruurr,,  PPuunnjjaabb:: A court in
Sangrur has issued a notice

to Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge in a

`100-crore defamation case
filed against him for

“defamatory” remarks
against the Bajrang Dal and

comparing it to the out-
lawed PFI in his party’s

Karnataka poll manifesto.
The notice was issued by
the court on May 12 on a

petition filed by Hindu
Suraksha Parishad national
president Hitesh Bhardwaj.
The date for filing of reply

to the notice has been fixed
for July 10. — PTI
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Actor Shah Rukh Khan and his
wife and fashion designer
Gauri Khan during the launch
of her book My Life in Design in
Mumbai on Monday. — PTI

Shobhakrut: Uttarayana
Tithi: Vaishakha Bahula

Dwadasi till 11.38 pm
Star: Uttarabhadra till 8.15 pm
Varjyam: 7.57 pm to 9.30 pm

Durmuhurtam: 8.21 am to
9.12 am; 11.05 to 11.50 pm

Rahukalam: 3 pm to 4.30 pm
SUNSET TODAY 7.05 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.30 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 3.19 AM

MOONSET TODAY 3.53 PM

Punjab court gives
notice to Kharge

in defamation case

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Wholesale prices
in India fell for the first time

in almost three years in
April, as softening global

commodity prices brought
down food, fuel, and other
input costs for producers.

WPI inflation has been on a
declining trend for the last 11

months and came in at (-)
0.92 per cent in April.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  77

WPI falls to 34-month
low of -0.92% in April

AAnnkkaarraa:: Turkey’s electoral
chief said that the presiden-
tial race will go to a second
round on May 28 as incum-

bent Recep Tayyip Erdogan
fell just short of an outright
victory. Preliminary results

showed Mr Erdogan won
49.51% and his main challe-

nger Kemal Kilicdaroglu won
44.88%, he added. — AP
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Turkey Prez polls to
go to runoff May 28

COUNTERPOINT

c m y k c m y k

NATION| 3
Delhi govt takes back work
from special secy, babu says
‘being prevented from duty’

CITY| 2
Kamal Nath targets Shivraj
over Kerala Story, accuses
him of politicising religion

www.asianage.com RNI No. 57290/94, Regd No: DL-SW-05/4189/15-17 Vol. 30  No. 89 ||  16 PAGES || `5.00

Big B thanks stranger 
for dropping him to 
shoot location on time
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Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talk
during a joint press conference in the garden at Chequers, the British PM’s official
country residence, near Ellesborough, northwest of London, on Monday. Mr Zelenskyy
was on a surprise visit to the UK after stops in Berlin and Paris. ■■ Report: PPage 66 — AFP

AICC observer for Karnataka Sushilkumar Shinde arrives at the residence of Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI 

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

The CBI has arrested the
commercial head and
production controller of
India Ahead News,
Arvind Kumar Singh,
over its probe into the
alleged Delhi excise
scam.

CBI sleuths on Monday
said Mr Singh, the com-
mercial head and pro-
duction controller of the
news channel, was
arrested for alleged
transfer of `17 crores to
a company handling the
Aam Admi Party’s pub-
licity campaign during
the February 2022 Goa
polls through hawala
channels.

The CBI’s anti-corrup-
tion wing found
WhatsApp chats and
records of hawala opera-
tors, which indicated Mr
Singh was allegedly
instrumental in the
hawala transfers of `17
crores between June
2021 and January 2022 to
Chariot Media.

It is alleged the Delhi
government’s excise pol-
icy for 2021-22 to grant
licences to liquor
traders favoured certain
dealers who  allegedly
paid bribes for it, a
charge strongly refuted
by the AAP.

■ More oon PPage 22

IIssllaammaabbaadd,,  MMaayy  1155::
PML(N) chief organiser
Maryam Nawaz Sharif on
Monday demanded the
resignation of Chief
Justice of Pakistan Umar
Ata Bandial and blamed
him for the “anarchy”
and “crisis” in the coun-
try as she joined the rul-
ing coalition’s sit-in out-
side the Supreme Court to
protest some of the recent
rulings which they said
provided blanket relief to
former Prime Minister
Imran Khan.

Addressing a gathering
of protesters outside the

Supreme Court here,
Maryam, the daughter of
Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz party supremo
Nawaz Sharif, accused
the Supreme Court of
imposing a “judicial mar-
tial law” in Pakistan.

She said that “free and
fair elections are not pos-
sible until Umar Ata
Bandial remains the
country’s top judge” and
that polls will be held at
its scheduled time “after
you (Bandial) step down”.

She was accompanied
by Pakistan Democratic
Movement president
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
and other leaders. — PTI

■ More oon PPage 66

Nawaz’s daughter on dharna at Pak
SC, blames CJ for ‘anarchy’, says go

RAJIB CCHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, MAY 15

Close on the heels of the
Congress’ victory in the
Karnataka Assembly
polls, West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Bane-
rjee offered her support
to the grand old party in
its domain of strength
against the BJP in the
Lok Sabha polls next
year.

The Trinamul
Congress chief, howev-
er, urgedthe Congress to

give support to other
regional parties in
return. This is the first
time she has talked
about the Congress for
Opposition unity after
her talks with Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar and his
deputy Tejashwi Yadav.

Ms Banerjee said on
Monday: “Wherever the
Congress is strong in
their respective 200
seats or something,
what we have calculat-
ed, let them fight. We
■ Turn tto PPage 44

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI/JAIPUR, MAY 15

Congress leader Sachin
Pilot on Monday threat-
ened to launch a massive
state-wide movement in
Rajasthan if action on his
demands is not taken by
the end of this month. He
also demanded disband-
ing of the Rajasthan
Public Service
Commission (RPSC) and
its reconstitution, com-
pensation for those affect-
ed by government job
exam paper leak cases,
and a high-level probe
into charges of corruption
he has levelled against the
earlier BJP government.

"If action is not taken by
this month-end on these
three demands, an agita-
tion will be launched

across the state,” the for-
mer deputy chief minister
told a rally. “I will serve
people till my last breath,

nothing scares me.”
The former deputy CM,

at the end of his five-day
“Jan Sangharsh Yatra”,
threatened to scale up an
agitation against his own
party’s government in the
state if it fails to act
against alleged corrup-
tion in the earlier BJP
government led by
Vasundhara Raje in 15
days. Mr Pilot further
added: “We are getting the
people’s support as our
issues are essential. The
chief minister is the face
of the state, and Ashok
Gehlot and I will have to
unitedly fight against
cases of corruption. But
■ Turn tto PPage 44

MANOJ AANAND
GUWAHATI, MAY 15

A day after meeting
Union home minister
Amit Shah in New Delhi,
Manipur chief minister
N. Biren Singh on
Monday said the Centre
had ruled out the possi-
bility of splitting the state
of Manipur on ethnic
lines.

Asserting that the terri-
torial integrity of the bor-
der state will be main-
tained at all costs, Mr
Singh told reporters: “We
met Union home minister
Amit Shah on Sunday in
New Delhi and briefed
him about the prevailing
situation in the state. The
Union home minister
also assured us that the
territorial integrity of the
state will not be compro-
mised.”

It is significant that
there has been a demand
from the Kuki-Chin-Zomi
people for carving out a
separate community-
based administrative
zone. A section also
sought the merger of the
Kuki-Chin-Zomi areas
with Mizoram. The
demand got louder after
10 Manipur MLAs of the

Kuki-Chin-Zomi group —
including seven from the
BJP — issued a statement
in Guwahati a few days
ago for a separate admin-
istrative set-up.

An ethnic clash
between a section of the
non-tribal Meitei and
members of tribes belong-
ing to the Kuki-Chin-
Zomi group following a
“Tribal Solidarity
March” on May 3 has left
more than 70 dead and
1,700 houses destroyed. 
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Ex-Dy CM, after 5-day yatra, sets month-end deadline for Congress
Pilot: State-wide stir if Gehlot fails to act

Congress leader Sachin Pilot with supporters during his
“Jan Sangharsh Yatra” in Jaipur on Monday. — PTI

TV executive
arrested by
CBI in Delhi
excise scam

Where Cong strong,
will back it: Mamata
‘I’m not a magician or astrologer’

No compromise on
territorial integrity,
says Manipur’s CM
Biren: Shah to send emissaries soon

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will dis-
tribute about 71,000
appointment letters on
Tuesday to those joining
various government
departments and will
also virtually address
the new appointees.

Mr Modi has so far dis-
tributed appointment
letters to 2.9 lakh per-
sons. After Tuesday, this
will go up to 3.6 lakhs.
Besides these pro-
grammes, the PM has
been part of several
“Rozgar Melas” oganised
by many states, mostly
those ruled by the BJP.
The “Rozgar Melas” will
be held at 45 locations
across the country.

The recruitments are
taking place across Cen-
tral government depart-
ments as well as state
governments/UTs sup-
porting this initiative.
The new recruits, select-
ed from across India,
will join various posts
like gramin dak sevaks,
inspector of posts, com-
m e r c i a l - c u m - t i c k e t
clerk, junior clerk-cum-
typist, junior accounts
clerk, lower division
clerk, sub-divisional
officer and tax assis-
tants, among others.

PM will hand
out letters to
71,000 today
for govt jobs

ASHHAR KKHAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

The long wait for
Karnataka’s new chief
minister continued on
Monday with both the
aspirants — state unit
chief D.K. Shivakumar
and former CM Siddara-
maiah — flexing their
muscles. Sources say that
Mr Siddaramaiah is the
choice of the majority of
MLAs after a secret vote
took place amongst the
MLAs by the central
observers on Sunday
night. A formal announce-
ment is expected soon
after a consultation with
the Gandhis.

Mr Siddaramaiah was
the first to reach the
national capital on
Monday. Before coming to
Delhi he made it clear that
he was confident of
becoming the chief minis-
ter once again as he had
the support of a majority
of the MLAs. However, Mr
Shivakumar cancelled his
plans to travel to Delhi
citing a stomach bug and
stayed back in Bengaluru.

He is expected to come to
Delhi on Tuesday.

Mr Shivakumar also
made it clear that he
deserves the top post as he
was the state unit chief
under which the Congress

secured a clear majority
in the state. He further
added that nobody can
take away his strengths.
He said: “I believe in one
thing — a single man with
courage makes a majority.
I’ve proved it. I don’t want
to disclose what all has
happened in the last five
years. I’ll disclose it in
future. I am a single man,
I believe in one thing that
a single man with courage
makes a majority. I have
proved it.”
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Suspense continues over K’taka
CM as DKS delays trip to Delhi

■ Most MLAs want Sidda as CM ■ Observers give report to Kharge

ASHHAR KKHAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

The Congress’ triumph in
Karnataka has thrown up
a new backroom boy for
the party — Sunil
Kanugolu. After having
worked for the BJP, DMK
and AIADMK in the past,
Mr Kanugolu joined the
Congress last year after
having long conversa-
tions with Rahul Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi, mainly
because he wanted to take
up a challenge. After
Prashant Kishor declined
the Congress’ offer to join
the party on April 26 last
year, Sunil Kanugolu was
brought on board to help
with the party’s election
strategy for various elec-
tions across India.

Earlier, he used to assist
s t r a t e g i s t - p o l i t i c i a n
Prashant Kishor for sev-
eral years.

Last year in May, Mr
Kanugolu was appointed
as a member of Task
Force 2024, a team that
was created by the
Congress to execute the
Nav Sankalp (new resolu-
tion) declaration that was
adopted at the Udaipur

“chintan shivir”. Apart
from Mr Kanugolu, the
team consists of promi-
nent leaders such as P.
Chidambaram, Mukul
Wasnik, Jairam Ramesh,
K.C. Venugopal, Ajay
Maken, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and Randeep Singh
Surjewala.

In the recent Karnataka
Assembly polls, the
“PayCM” and the “40
Percent Sarkara” cam-

paigns, which targeted
the BJP for alleged cor-
ruption, were credited to
him by some people, while
several other party lead-
ers and workers had lent
their support to these
campaigns. The cam-
paigns communicated a
point: corruption and
incompetence is bad. Mr
Kanugolu and his team
rely on a lot of field sur-
veys and modern-day ana-
lytics to get an accurate
sense of what is happen-
ing on the ground.
Insiders say that before
designing any campaign,
his team does meticulous
field surveys. All cam-
paigns and narrative set-
ting is done guided by
hard data. Surveys were
■ Turn tto PPage 44

■■ Data-driven campaign with field surveys ■■  Worked for Modi in 2014
How Sunil Kanugolu scripted victory

Karnataka Congress chief D.K. Shivakumar addresses the
media at his residence in Bengaluru on Monday. — PTI

GURURAJ AA. PPANIYADI
MANGALURU, MAY 15

The BJP has a crucial
task of selecting a formi-
dable leader to spearhead
the Opposition in Karna-
taka after its defeat in the
elections.

During previous stints,
the Assembly saw B.S.
Yediyurappa and Jaga-
dish Shettar assuming
the role of the Leader of
the Opposition.

However, with their
absence this time around
and several senior lead-
ers facing defeat, the BJP
will have to pick a capa-
ble and vibrant leader.

Though several promi-
nent names have been
doing rounds, formeszr
CM Basavaraj Bommai is
said to be the front-run-
ner due to his experience.

■ More oon PPage 33

BJP discussing
many names
for Opp. leader

◗ ◗ BBEEFFOORREE CCOOMMIINNGG to
Delhi Mr Siddaramaiah
made it clear that 
he was confident of
becoming the CM 
once again as he had
the support of a 
majority of the MLAs

◗ ◗ AAFFTTEERR PPRRAASSHHAANNTT
Kishor declined the
Cong's offer to join the
party last year, Sunil
Kanugolu was brought
on board to help with
the party’s election
strategy for various
elections across India

Manipur chief minister 
N. Biren Singh speaks to
mediapersons about his
meeting with Union home
minister Amit Shah over
recent violence in Imphal
on Monday. — PTI

LLaahhoorree:: Pakistan’s for-
mer PM Imran Khan on
Monday appeared
before the Lahore high
court, which fixed his
bail hearing on Tuesday
in the terrorism cases
registered against him
following his arrest in
the Al-Qadir Trust cor-
ruption case. — PTI

HC to hear Imran’s
bail petition today
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