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ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A show-
down with Congress that has 
the nation’s creditworthiness 
at stake; a frenzied scene at the 
border as pandemic restrictions 
ease; a pivotal foreign trip meant 
to sustain support for Ukraine 
and contain a more assertive 
China in the Indo-Pacifi c.

Three weeks since launching 
his reelection 
campaign, Pres-
ident Joe Biden 
is confronting 
problems in 
his day job that 
defy easy solu-
tions. If, as his 
advisers believe, 
the single best 
thing he can do for his reelec-
tion prospects is to govern well, 
then the coming weeks can pose 
a near-existential test of his path 
to a second term.

JOHN O’CONNOR 
AP Political Writer 

 SPRINGFIELD — April’s 
plummeting general funds re-
ceipts — a drop of $1.84 billion 
from the previous year — is 
stunning in anyone’s estima-
tion. But budget-makers at the 
state Capitol aren’t panicking.

Compared with 2022, rev-
enue fell a whopping 23% last 
month, driven by a drop of $1.76 
billion in personal income tax, 
according to the legislative 
Commission on Government 
Forecasting and Accountability.

On its face, that would seem-
ingly cause jitters and with one 
week left in the spring legis-
lative session, it might his-
torically be a call for the May 
money magic from days of yore 
that led to mountains of debt in 
the last two decades.

DECATUR — Decatur’s his-
tory is coming back to life.

Historic Preservation 
Week will be celebrated with 
various activities beginning 
Saturday, May 20, and ending 
Friday, May 26.

Members of the nonprofi t 
group History 
of the Heartland 
have partnered 
with businesses, 
churches, indi-
viduals and oth-
ers in the com-
munity to plan 
the events.

Ayn Owens 
founded History 

of the Heartland in 2019. This 
year marks the fourth Historic 
Preservation Week.

“We’re like the cheerleaders 
for our historic gems in our city 
as well as historic preservation,” 
she said. “One of the things that 
has taken o�  more than we ever 
thought it would is the stories 
of the people.” 

The historical venues want to 
reach young people and provide 
an appreciation for the city, 
Owens said. “It’s nice for chil-
dren to come in with their fam-
ilies and they’re engrossed,” she 

said. “Not only in the stories, 
but they’re also engrossed in 
looking at the items that were in 
place 75 to 100 or 150 years ago.”

To celebrate the week, the 
organization commissioned an 
elongated coin commemorat-
ing the Staley Pump house and 
the 100th anniversary of Lake 
Decatur. The fi rst 20 attendees 
at various Historic Preserva-
tion Week events can receive a 
free coin. “With it comes a card 
that has the story of the pump 
house,” Owens said. “On the 
other side it has a little bit of the 
history of Lake Decatur.” 

Locations and further infor-
mation will be available on the 
History of the Heartland Face-

book page.
The week of events will begin 

with the Lincoln Road Ride, 
featuring Model A and Model T 
cars. Drivers will meet at 8 a.m. 
Saturday, May 20, in the South 
Shores Dairy Queen parking lot. 
The line of cars will stop by the 
Abraham Lincoln mural at the 
law o�  ce at 234 S. Franklin St., 
then on to the Texaco Station at 
266 W. Main St.

“Anybody from the public 
that wants to follow us around 
can get their pictures taken,” 
Owens said. “They are some of 
the most knowledgeable people 
about Model T cars.” 

The festivities will continue 
on Saturday with the History 

Showcase with various his-
toric venues, open houses and 
events. Open houses will in-
clude the Culver House with a 
$10 donation, the Lincoln The-
ater, Millikin Homestead, Ma-
con County History Museum, 
African-American Cultural and 
Genealogical Society Museum 
of Illinois, Hieronymus Mueller 
Museum, Staley Museum and 
Gov. Oglesby Mansion. 

Churches are a part of Deca-
tur’s history with information 
sometimes found in the stained 
glass windows and the details 
they hide. During the Stained 
Glass Stories tour, visitors can 
get a closer look at the artis-
tic panes from 2 to 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, May 21, at four historic 
downtown churches. Partic-
ipating churches include St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church at 
407 E. Eldorado St., St. James 
Catholic Church at 742 E. Clay 
St., St. John’s Episcopal Church 
at 130 W. Eldorado St., and First 
Presbyterian Church at 201 W. 
Prairie Ave. 

CELEBRATING HISTORY
JOSEPH RESSLER PHOTOS, HERALD & REVIEW 

Various stained glass windows are seen from the altar at St. James Catholic Church in Decatur on Thursday. For Historic Preservation Week, the 
Stained Glass Stories tour will o� er a look at St. James and three other Decatur churches on Sunday, May 21.
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Decatur group 
gears up for Historic 
Preservation Week

Donna Dausman looks out from the balcony at St. James Catholic 
Church in Decatur on Thursday. 

#TogetherDecatur
Do you know a person or of a 
story that exemplifi es the best 
of Decatur? Contact Donnette 
Beckett at (217) 421-6983 or 
dbeckett@herald-review.com.
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