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A few weeks ago, I visited a
most beautiful place.
It was a glorious Eden – no

snakes (at least, I didn’t see
any) – that I didn’t even know
existed until I received an email
about it.
Hostas on the Bluff in Fair-

view Heights is owned by Erica
and Brian Kniffin.
I met with Erica, who showed

me around the property and
introduced me to the goats and
to Sophie, her border collie
puppy.
Well now, a beautiful setting,

goats and a dog? Heaven in-
deed!

A GREEN, LEAFY PARADISE
The name “Hostas on the

Bluff” is pretty straightforward.
There are hostas. And they’re
on a bluff.
And you can buy some for

your own home. They sell some
companion plants as well, in-

cluding coral bells, day lilies
and mangave, which is
succulent hybrid of a manfreda
plus agave.
The view from the bluff is

amazing. On a clear day, you
can see the St. Louis skyline
from the patio deck.
The patio is at the edge of the

bluff and has multiple picnic
tables, a pergola and strings of
lights that one can see through
the trees at night from Illinois
157.
At the time of my visit, it was

still pretty early in the season
for hostas. While some of the
plants were already growing in,
others barely sprouted.

By now many more should be
in their full, leafy glory.
Erica said more than 500

varieties of hostas currently are
growing on the property. (I had
no idea there were so many!)
She took me around the

grounds for a closer look.
Hostas are planted all around

the Kniffins’ house, on both
sides of the walk paths, around
the trees and along the patio
and edge of the bluff.
They come in different colors

and sizes, and the leaves vary in
shape.
There are hostas in dark

JENNIFER GREEN jgreen@bnd.com

Hostas on the Bluff in Fairview Heights offers a lovely space to relax.

Lotsa hostas: Business sells
plants, offers place to relax
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After the World Health Or-
ganization ended the COVID-19
global health emergency and
Illinois officials ended the state-
wide disaster declaration in
May, changes are expected
regarding access to testing,
treatments and data.
Several large insurance com-

panies have announced changes
to COVID-19 testing coverage.
Some will no longer cover at-
home tests, and access will
likely depend on an individual’s
plan.
Here’s what to know about

COVID-19 in Illinois now that
federal and state emergency
declarations have ended.

WHAT’S CHANGED IN
ILLINOIS?
The U.S. Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention will no
longer update its COVID-19
community levels across the
U.S. as of May 11. Information
about which counties are at low,
medium or high levels will no
longer be available in Illinois or
other states.
Test positivity rates will also

no longer be available in Illinois.
Hospitals are no longer required
to report the number of CO-
VID-19 patients in intensive
care units or on ventilators, so
that information will also be-
come unavailable.
COVID-19 vaccinations and

treatments, such as Paxlovid,
will shift from a public health
care model to a private insur-
ance model. Access to these will
“generally not be affected,”
according to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health.
The U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services has
announced a program to provide
people who do not have health
insurance with access to
COVID-19 vaccines and
treatments.
Access to COVID-19 testing,

especially at-home options, may
change depending on your
health insurance provider. Illi-
nois’ Blue Cross Blue Shield will
no longer cover at-home CO-

COVID
emergency’s
end could
affect testing,
treatment
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HIGHLAND
A bell tower going back to the

founding of Highland will soon
be in a new place with new care-
takers.
The bell tower was not new

when it was installed on the first
Highland City Hall in 1884,
moved there by a Jas. H. Miller.
“I could go back further, but I

can’t read German,” said Jacob
Rose, president of the Highland
Historical Society. “We think it
was on the square originally, but
we don’t have a source on that
yet.”

The tower itself was com-
posed of wood, its frame con-
structed from four reclaimed
wood posts that may have origi-
nally come from someone’s
porch, Rose said. For 100 years,
the bell tower was part of City
Hall’s structure.
Then in November 1984, the

old City Hall was demolished
and the current one was built.
“A lot of people were upset

about (the demolition) and there
was an effort to try and save it,”
Rose said.
In the end, the cost was too

high. But the bell tower was
relocated to Kaeser Park, where
it has stood ever since. At first it
was at the front of the park, and

at some point it was moved
further back.
But throughout the years,

maintaining the bell tower has
been a challenge.
“It suffered a lot of vandal-

ism, including a pellet gun on
one side,” Rose said. “It’s not
entirely restored, but all the
damaged siding has been re-
placed.”
Still, in its current location in

the back of the woods it is still
subject to vandalism, and Rose
said it’s “not appreciated.”
So now the bell tower is being

donated to the City of Highland,
and will be moved next to the
current City Hall, which itself is
undergoing extensive reno-

vations.
The bell tower is one of the

oldest structures in town, Rose
said, with the original structure

dating back to the 1884 con-
struction and the rest from the

Historic bell tower restored,
donated back to Highland
BY ELIZABETH DONALD
For the News Leader

Courtesy of the Highland Historical Society

The bell tower stood atop the original Highland City Hall prior to its
demolition in 1984.

SEE BELL TOWER, 5A


