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Tanner Morgan, of Avista energy company, removes branches hanging over a power line Monday in Pullman.

By Anthony Kuipers
Daily News staff writer

A bill that would have 
restricted access to “harmful 
materials” in libraries became 
one of the most controver-
sial to come out of the Idaho 
Legislature this year.

HB 314, which was ultimate-
ly vetoed by Gov. Brad Little, 
drew strong opinions from 
Latah County Library District 
Board candidates running for 
election today. 

Colton Bennett, Michelle 
Huso and Wayne Schmidt 
are competing for a seat with 

a six-year term. Incumbent 
Saba Baig is facing off against 
Juliana Bollinger for a four-year 
term.

HB 314 would have restrict-
ed children’s access to materials 
deemed harmful in libraries. It 
would have allowed parents to 
sue libraries and school districts 
if their child obtained these 
materials. 

Several of the candidates 
shared their thoughts not just 
on HB 314, but the general 
topic of what roles libraries, 
governments and parents 
should play in deciding what 
books children read.

Baig opposed HB 314. She 
said it would have potentially 
banned material protected 
by the First Amendment and 
would have hurt libraries 
financially. 

Baig stated that librarians 
already work hard to assure 
that obscene or hateful materi-
als are kept out of libraries.

“They use their training and 
established policies to vet the 
material coming in and grow 
the collections,” she said. “On 

the other hand, anyone with 
access to the Internet can easily 
access a vast amount of obscene, 
hateful, and harmful material.”

She suggested parents who 
are concerned about library 
materials should meet with 
their local libraries to learn 
more about how they select 
their content.

As for the potential lawsuits 
stemming from HB 314, she 
said they would likely “create 
a severe financial strain on our 
state’s libraries” and potentially 
force some libraries to close 
their doors.

Huso said the wording in 
HB 314 is too broad and leaves 
questions about who gets to 

Library candidates talk ‘harmful materials’
Five people are running for two seats; debate 
over library materials is part of election

Polls open today
 Latah County voters can 

cast ballots at their normal 
polling locations from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. today.

See LIBRARY, Page 6A
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By Laura Guido
For the Daily News

Idaho’s state universities 
are set to see tuition increas-
es for the first time in three 
years.

The State Board of 
Education on Monday 
approved 5% tuition and 
fee increases for resident 
undergraduates at the state’s 
largest four-year institu-
tions: Boise State University, 
University of Idaho and Idaho 
State University. Lewis-Clark 
State College will see a 5.6% 
increase.

The board also approved 
raises of around 5% for those 
schools’ presidents.

During presentations to 
the board Monday morn-
ing, university officials said 
the decision to raise tuition 
weighed heavily on them 
but that inflation costs and 
underfunding from the state 
Legislature made the move 
necessary.

“I know I lost a fair 
amount of sleep balancing my 
fiduciary duty to the finances 
of the insti-
tution and 
my fiduciary 
duty for 
access and 
affordability 
of our stu-
dents to get 
their educa-
tion,” ISU 
President 
Kevin 
Satterlee said. “When I say I 
lost sleep, that’s not hyperbole 
and it’s not a throwaway line. 
It’s literally losing sleep over 
what to do with this request.”

Satterlee’s sentiment was 
echoed by all the colleges’ 
leaders, who presented their 
proposals to raise tuition after 
they’d been frozen since 2019.

BOISE STATE
BSU President Marlene 

Tromp highlighted efforts to 
cut budgets and reorganize to 
constrain budgets, but they 
haven’t been enough. Tuition 
and fees make up a greater 
percentage of the BSU’s bud-
get than they do at the state’s 
other higher-education insti-
tutions.

Associate Vice President 
for Finance Jo Ellen DiNucci 
said it would be “financially 
irresponsible” to not raise tui-
tion this year.

“Boise State is already 
pretty efficient and we contin-
ue to look for ways to be more 
efficient without impacting 
service, but frankly, at this 
point, service levels would 
need to be impacted if we 
weren’t able to raise our tui-
tion and fees,” DiNucci said.

BSU’s tuition and fees for 
in-state undergraduate stu-
dents in fiscal year 2024 will 
total $8,782 per year.

The tuition increase is 
expected to generate nearly 

Tuition 
rises at 
Idaho’s state 
universities
Schools criticize 
Legislature while 
getting OK for 
first increases in 
three years

Staff report

Three candidates have filed to run for 
mayor of Pullman, after the Whitman 
County auditor’s office opened its filing 
period Monday. 

Hundreds of local seats in Whitman 
County have opened up for election this 
year. Candidate filing for multiple positions 
will run through Friday, and must be sub-
mitted online through the auditor’s office. 
Some have already begun their races, filing 
to become the mayor, a council member or 
other positions. 

Before the filing period opened, 
Councilor Francis Benjamin was the only 
candidate who’d announced his run for 
Pullman mayor. Councilor Eileen Macoll 

and retired Pullman teacher Deb McNeil 
filed their candidacies for the position 
Monday, according to the auditor’s office. 

The seat has opened up as longtime 
Mayor Glenn Johnson announced he will 
not be seeking re-election. Johnson has 
held his mayoral position since 2004. 

Pullman Councilor Becky Dueben filed 
for re-election, and Eric Fejeran filed his 
candidacy to become a Ward 6 Pullman 
councilor. 

In other towns, Colfax Mayor James 
Retzer, Colton Mayor Jerry Weber, St. 
John Mayor Mike Webb and Tekoa Mayor 
Roy Schulz announced they are running for 
re-election. 

In Colfax, Crystn Guenthner has filed 
for the Ward 5 council seat and Thomas 

Huntwork has filed for the Ward 7 position. 
In Colton, Sam Keller filed for the Ward 

3  position and Dorothy Sharp for Ward 4. 
Haleigh Varney has filed for re-election 

on the Farmington City Council. 
A. Evans filed for candidacy to become a 

Ward 1 Oakesdale Councilmember. 
Valerie Bryan has filed for the Ward 2 

council seat in Rosalia. 
In St. John, Lydia Smith filed for the 

Ward 1 council seat and Denny Hinds filed 
for the Ward 2 position. 

In Tekoa, David Tyssz and Mike Hale 
have filed for re-election on the council. 
Doub Art has filed for the Ward 3 council 
seat, Brad Chandler has filed for the Ward 3 
position and Lydia Fletcher has filed for the 
Ward 7 seat. 

Three candidates file for Pullman mayor 

Satterlee

Staff report

St. Ignatius Hospital in 
Colfax, a long-shuttered medical 
facility that more recently has 
been used for ghost tours, was 
broken into and robbed over the 
weekend. 

The Whitman County 
Sheriff’s Office is asking the 
community for help identifying 
four individuals accused of 
burglarizing St. Ignatius, 
according to a Facebook post. 

Around 11 p.m. Friday, a 
woman and three men were 

seen on the institution’s video 
surveillance allegedly breaking 
into the hospital, according 
to Sheriff Brett Myers. They 
helped themselves to paranormal 
equipment, including EDI+ 
machines and K2 meters, 
as well as items from the 

gift shop like St. Ignatius 
shirts and sweatshirts. 

The suspects are described as 
being in their late teens or early 
20s, and one man has half blond, 
half dark hair, Myers said. 

Myers said the incident is 
actively being investigated. 

St. Ignatius Hospital in Colfax burglarized 

See TUITION, Page 3A


