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A Washington, D.C. law firm
is set to present its findings
from an investigation into po-
tential racism at the Boise Police
Department on Tuesday, and
the cost of the investigation has
risen by 30%.

Michael Bromwich, a lawyer
with Steptoe & Johnson who has
been leading the investigation,
is scheduled to present to the
Boise City Council at a Tuesday
afternoon meeting. The coun-
cil’s consent agenda — which
contains a list of items that
generally pass without discus-
sion — includes an additional
$150,000 for the investigation.

In December, the council
approved an initial $500,000.
Council Member Jimmy Hal-

lyburton, who is a member of
the council’s leadership team
along with Council President
Holli Woodings, told the Idaho
Statesman by phone Monday
that the extra $150,000 has
been available to Steptoe for
some time, and was needed to

ensure the law firm could pro-
duce a final product for the city.
The investigation was

launched after revelations that a
retired, veteran captain es-
poused racist views. In Novem-
ber, a pseudonymous video
interview and blog posts on a
white supremacist website were
linked to Matt Bryngelson, who
worked for the Boise Police
Department for close to 24
years and hosted a podcast for
the department until his retire-
ment last year.
Mayor Lauren McLean tasked

investigators with uncovering
whether racism had “infected”
the department’s work, and in
the months since, Steptoe has
made trips to Boise, interview-
ing current and former Police
Department employees as well
as other city employees and

officials. The firm also created a
website and has been accepting
tips.

PROBE COSTS CAN RISE FOR
CITIES
When the investigation began,

Bromwich indicated that its
length was uncertain and would
require exercising judgment.
Such probes can be expensive
and time-consuming. More than
15 years ago, Bromwich led an
investigation into the Houston
Police Department’s crime lab
that took two years and cost
$5.3 million, according to the
Houston Chronicle. More
recently, Bromwich conducted a
high-profile investigation of the
Baltimore Police Department,
which included more than 160

Cost on Boise’s racism
investigation increases
for taxpayers
BY IANMAX STEVENSON
istevenson@idahostatesman.com

SEE TAXPAYERS, 4A

A 12-person jury decided Lori
Vallow Daybell’s fate Friday, as
dozens of spectators — family
members, friends, reporters and
podcasters — awaited the loom-
ing verdict in her criminal trial.
The jury of five women and
seven men convicted the 49-
year-old Rexburg mother of
murdering two of her children.
Guilty of two first-degree

murders, the 49-year-old wom-
an now has the same convic-
tions Gerald Pizzuto and Tho-
mas Creech had when they were
put on Idaho death row. Had
Vallow Daybell been guilty of
one count of conspiracy to com-
mit murder — she was found
guilty of three — she still
would’ve been eligible for exe-
cution, prosecutors said.
But for Vallow Daybell, the

death penalty is no longer an
option.
Two weeks before a slew of

potential jurors made their way
to the Ada County Courthouse
in early April, 7th District Judge
Steven Boyce removed the
death penalty as a potential
sentence for Vallow Daybell.
Jessica Bublitz, a Boise-based

defense attorney, told the Idaho
Statesman in a phone interview
that “it’s very uncommon” for a
judge to strike the death penal-
ty.
In fact, it’s never happened

before in Idaho. Boyce said he
couldn’t find any case in the
state for which removal of cap-
ital punishment had been con-
sidered or ruled on — which
means there isn’t a precedent
for the decision in Idaho, ac-
cording to an audio recording of
the March hearing published by
East Idaho News.
Boyce’s decision came after

Vallow Daybell’s defense team
asked Boyce to dismiss execu-
tion as an option. The March 5
motion listed several reasons,
including an allegation that the
prosecution made “multiple
discovery violations” by sub-
mitting thousands of documents
and pieces of evidence past a
deadline set by the court.
“Defense counsel don’t know

what we don’t have,” the mo-
tion said.

Lori Vallow
Daybell no
longer faces
death penalty
in Idaho

BY ALEX BRIZEE
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SEE DAYBELL, 3A

searchers at Boise State Uni-
versity plans to unveil a hot-
spot map of where the invasive
species is most prevalent in the
city to bolster efforts to erad-
icate it.
Trevor Caughlin, a biology

professor at Boise State, told
the Idaho Statesman that the
study, which began in 2020,
had an interesting finding: The
areas of the city with the most
goathead plants were correlated
to areas with lower property

The spiky, painful and nui-
sance-causing plants have been
plaguing Boise bicycle riders for
years. But a new collaboration
between Boise State University
and City Hall aims to rid Ida-
ho’s capital of puncturevine —
commonly known as goathead
— once and for all.
This summer, a team of re-

values.
“The strongest predictor of

where (a) goathead is in Boise
is property value,” Caughlin
said. “That finding for us really
raised some interesting ques-
tions about how goatheads
might intersect with trans-
portation equity here.”
Caughlin said that it’s pos-

sible marginalized communities
are affected by goatheads
more, and “might not have the
resources to repair punctured

bike tires.”
Data from the U.S. Census

Bureau has previously shown
that poorer Americans are more
likely to bike or walk to work
than wealthier people.
“Because it’s a comprehen-

sive, citywide map, we’re hop-
ing that it can direct control
efforts maybe a little bit more
equitably to all of the parts of
the city,” Caughlin said.

DARIN OSWALD doswald@idahostatesman.com

Since 2018, the Boise Goathead Festival has aimed to remove tens of thousands of pounds of the invasive plant. A new map will show areas
of Boise that have the highest prevalence of goatheads to help target removal of the plant.

City officials aim to eradicate
‘disease-like’ goatheads
BY IANMAX STEVENSON
istevenson@idahostatesman.com

SEE GOATHEADS, 4A

In January, medication and
surgery to treat children with
gender dysphoria will be illegal
in Idaho.
Transition-related surgeries

on minors are rare, but the
consequences of banning medi-
cations, like puberty blockers
and hormonal therapy, could

prompt Idaho families to move
to another state. It also could
mean transgender children
without access to medication
will be more likely to harm
themselves, medical experts
told the Idaho Statesman.
But the exact effects of the

new restrictions are unclear,
because bans on gender-affirm-
ing care are new. The first
statewide prohibition on gen-
der-affirming care was enacted

just two years ago.
“These bans came so swift

and fast,” said Dr. Meredithe
McNamara, an assistant profes-
sor of pediatrics at Yale Uni-
versity’s School of Medicine
who specializes in adolescent
health care. “We’re going to
have to follow these young
people closely after they’re
forced to cease care.”

IDAHO JOINS NATIONAL
TREND
The Idaho Legislature this

year passed House Bill 71 with
majority GOP support, and
Republican Gov. Brad Little
signed the bill into law.
Supporters of the bill argued

that childhood is too early for
medical intervention to treat
gender dysphoria, the feeling of
discomfort or distress associ-
ated with having a gender iden-
tity different from one’s birth
sex. Instead, transgender chil-
dren should rely on mental
health therapy, they argued.
“Children are too young to be

Trans health care ban may lead
to self-harm, experts say
BY RYAN SUPPE
rsuppe@idahostatesman.com
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