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Greater Des Moines Partnership
CEO Jay Byers, who has helped foster a
downtown renaissance and regional
growth by building a deep network of
relationships with central Iowa’s cor-
porate and political leaders, will leave
the organization this summer to be-
come the next president of Simpson
College.

Simpson and the Partnership sepa-
rately announced the move Monday,
with Simpson College board chair Ter-
ry Handley writing in an email to em-
ployees that Byers was chosen over 91
other applicants for the position.
Byers, a board member of the Indianola
private college and a 1993 alumnus, has
served as the Partnership’s CEO since
January 2012.

“This is truly exciting news for
Simpson College,” said Handley, the
former CEO of Casey’s General Stores.

“Jay is a passionate
Simpson alumnus who
has been one of the Col-
lege’s most prominent
ambassadors through-
out his distinguished ca-
reer.”

Byers will replace
Marsha Kelliher, who announced her
retirement in January.

In a news release, Greater Des
Moines Partnership offi�cials credited
Byers with overseeing an expansion of

the economic development group. The
Partnership is now one of the country’s
largest regional chambers of com-
merce, encompassing 24 affi�liate
chambers with about 6,500 members,
the release said.

Byers has overseen the group during
a period when the Des Moines metro
has grown faster than any other major
Midwestern metro.

“I could not be more proud of our 

Greater Des Moines Partnership CEO Byers to lead Simpson College 
Tyler Jett
Des Moines Register
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Iowa’s Area Education Agencies,
which help teach the state’s most vul-
nerable students, are holding off� on
fi�lling open positions and preparing for
possible service impacts as the result
of budget cuts passed by the Iowa Leg-
islature this month.

The agencies provide special edu-
cation services to Iowa students in
public and private schools. They also
serve families with young children
who have special needs.

Their appropriation will be reduced
by nearly $30 million in the coming fi�s-
cal year — a $7.5 million annual cut re-
quired by law, then an additional $22
million reduction agreed on by Repub-
lican lawmakers.

The cuts come despite lawmakers
leaving roughly 12% of state revenue
unbudgeted, sending that money into
the state’s reserves.

Gov. Kim Reynolds hasn’t signed
the budget into law but is expected to
do so. It would take eff�ect July 1, at the
start of the state’s new fi�scal year.

Jon Sheldahl, chief administrator of
the Heartland AEA, which serves sev-
eral central Iowa counties including
the Des Moines metro, said in a May 4
statement that the cuts will aff�ect the
agencies’ “ability to support our state’s
most vulnerable students.”

“These cuts are unsustainable, and
we do believe there will be service im-
pacts as a result,” Sheldahl said. 

AEAs brace
for cuts in
special ed
services 
Nearly $30M reduction
called ‘unsustainable’ 

Stephen Gruber-Miller
Des Moines Register
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WASHINGTON — House Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy said Monday there’s been “no progress” on debt
ceiling talks ahead of a meeting with President Joe
Biden and other congressional leaders scheduled
for today at the White House, as the country pushes
closer to a crisis over the need to raise its legal bor-
rowing limit.

“It’s very concerning to me,” McCarthy, R-Calif.,
told reporters as he opened the House chamber.

“There’s no progress that I see,” he said of the
staff�-level talks that extended through the week-
end. “And it really concerns me with the timeline of
where we are.”

McCarthy confi�rmed that he and the other con-
gressional leaders are heading back to the White
House today to meet with Biden. The meeting was
initially supposed to be Friday, but was abruptly
postponed so staff�-level talks could continue
through the weekend.

Time is narrowing as Biden prepares to depart
for the Group of Seven summit in Japan on Wednes-
day. The standoff� comes as the Treasury Depart-
ment says the nation will be unable to pay its bills as
soon as June 1. Biden’s National Security Council 

DEBT CEILING TIME NARROWS TO RAISE BORROWING LIMIT

President Joe Biden on Sunday did not detail much progress in the debt limit talks but said he
remained hopeful that an agreement could be reached. The president will resume the talks with House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, center, and other congressional leaders today.
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‘NO PROGRESS’
Congressional leaders,
Biden to meet today
Lisa Mascaro and Seung Min Kim
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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