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A Macon woman pleaded
guilty Monday in Bibb Superior
Court to killing her pregnant
stepmother and trying to suffo-
cate her 11-year-old stepbrother
in a high-profile 2020 murder
case.
Passion Latrice Watkins, now

22, was sentenced to life in

prison with possibility of parole
plus 10 years for shooting her
stepmother, Melanie Powers,
the morning of April 26, accord-
ing to the Bibb County Sheriff’s
Office and court testimony.
Attorneys said Watkins came

to the house on Radio Drive just
off Napier Avenue after her 19th
birthday party April 25 of 2020
and talked to Powers, 36, and
her stepbrother normally before
they went to sleep.

In the early hours of the next
morning Watkins went to Pow-
ers’ room, got a gun, and shot
Powers in the head before trying
to smother her stepbrother with
a pillow, attorneys said.
Prosecuting attorneys, the

defense and Watkins herself all
failed to give a reason for the
killing, which remained in-
explicable after some spec-
ulation by Judge Howard Z.
Simms.

““Can you tell me why this
happened?” Simms asked Wat-
kins during the plea.
The courtroom was silent as

Watkins did not answer.
“You’re 22, Passion, and no

matter what I do today, you’re
gonna be an old woman if you
ever get out,” Simms said.
“What you didn’t explain then,
and what you can’t explain now,
is the ‘why.’ And that’s terrify-
ing. That something like this can

happen and you can’t explain
why.”
Watkins underwent mental

health treatment between the
crime and the plea, according to
her defense attorney. She had
been “a good student” at West-
side High School in Macon prior
to her arrest, the attorney said.
Members of both Powers’ and

Watkins’ families testified on
the impact of the case before
Simms sentenced Watkins.
“This is something (Powers’

stepson) will have to live with
for the rest of his life,” Powers’
mother said. “We are trying to
take care of him and raise him
in a good way…. It’s upsetting.”

Macon woman pleads guilty to
shooting pregnant stepmother
BY MICAH JOHNSTON
mjohnston@macon.com

soon.” It’s going into the form-
er Barberitos spot in the Shop-
pes at Riverside Center across
from The Shoppes at River
Crossing.
Nature’s Table Cafe —This

fast casual restaurant known for
its healthy offerings is joining
other restaurants in the retail
ground floor space of the Lofts
at Navicent at 761 Spring St. in
Macon. The restaurant serves
up wraps, sandwiches, toasted
sandwiches, salads and protein
bowls. Participating locations
also offer breakfast options..
The new spot is independently

Several new restaurants and
businesses in Macon have put
their signs up, with most close
to opening.
Think Mexican cuisine, soul

food, healthy food options,
freshly-made ice cream, steak
and seafood, and more.
Here’s a roundup of new 10

new spots, including a pizza
and BBQ restaurant that’s relo-
cating.
Pig on a Pie — This pizza

and BBQ restaurant is moving
from its Houston Road location
at the close of the business day
May 19 and is expected to open
at 11 a.m. May 30 in its new
location at 4921 Riverside
Drive, Suite 1, in the former
Georgia Bob’s BBQ location.
The restaurant offers a variety
of pies from a classic cheese to
various specialties such as a
taco pizza to build your own.
Also on the menu are fresh
salads, breadsticks, pecan
smoked wings, pizza sand-
wiches, pork by the pound and
ribs.
Chevo’s Mexican Restau-

rant — Going in right beside
Pig on a Pie in Suite 2 is a new
Mexican restaurant. A banner
stretched across the front of the
restaurant says it’s “coming

owned and operated by Robert-
son Holdings LLC.
3rd & Cherry — Eddy Lopez,

who’s made a career working
restaurants, expects to open in
early June his own steak and
seafood restaurant with “a little
Caribbean fusion”at 393 Third
St. Entrees are expected to
include speciality shrimp and
chicken dishes, sesame crusted
ahi tuna, grilled salmon with
white wine sauce, lump crab
cakes, cast iron filet, cast iron
ribeye, lamb chops with mint
jelly.
Sides include sauteed spin-

ach, lyonnaise potatoes, sau-
teed mushrooms and grilled
asparagus. The menu is also
expected to feature a few au-
thentic Caribbean food such as
kan kan pork chop, mofongo
and whole fried red snapper.
Kravin Gravy —Tekisha

Henderson is opening a soul
food spot at 3760 Eisenhower
Parkway, R-16, inside the Ma-
con Flea Market. She plans to
serve up dishes such as oxtails,
baked chicken, turkey wings
and shrimp, to name a few, as
well as sides such as mac and
cheese, potato salad and yams
along with desserts like sweet
potato pie.
She’s set a soft opening date

of May 17. Henderson joins
about 30 other mall vendors
and a few food spots, including
City Wings Steak & Lemonade
that owner Mike Davis said he’s
working to reopen soon.
Cold Stone Creamery —

This franchise ice cream shop is
known for creating custom
orders from freshly made ice
cream by mixing the ice cream
with a variety of goodies on a
frozen granite stone.
The new store is “coming

soon” to 150 Tom Hill Sr. Blvd.,
Suite 254. In addition to ice
cream, the store offers cakes,
shakes and smoothies.
SL Sausage Company —

Josh and Katie Pitts are opening
soon a Macon store of this pop-
ular butcher shop that started in
Cordele in South Georgia. In
addition to its meats, the Ma-
con store at 5615 Zebulon Road
is also expected to offer Geor-
gia Grown products, wine and

BECKY PURSER The Telegraph

A pizza and barbecue joint and a new Mexican restaurant are coming soon to the Shoppes at Riverside Crossing in Macon.

A look at Macon’s new
restaurants, businesses
BY BECKY PURSER
bpurser@macon.com

JASON VORHEES The Telegraph

Sophia’s on Second, a new restaurant and cocktail bar, will open at
428 Second St. in downtown Macon.

SEE RESTAURANTS, 2A

A manufacturer of materials
for the lithium-ion batteries
used to power electric vehicles
will invest $800 million in a
plant in Southwest Georgia that
will create more than 400 jobs,
Gov. Brian Kemp announced
Monday.
Chicago-based Anovion Tech-

nologies supplies premium syn-
thetic graphite, the largest bat-
tery material used in EVs by
mass, exceeding copper, nickel,
manganese, cobalt and lithium.
The new 1.5-million-square-feet
plant in Bainbridge will be the
first of its size and scale in
North America.
“We are thrilled to be opening

our first large-scale expansion
manufacturing facility in Geor-
gia,” Anovion CEO Eric Stopka
said. “The state’s strong tech-
nical workforce and top-tier
schools will help advance re-
search partnerships and contrib-
ute to a highly skilled talent
pipeline in support of Anovion’s
drive for continued innovation
and creation of exciting climate
technology jobs of the future.”
“Georgia is fast becoming the

e-mobility capital of the nation,”
Gov. Brian Kemp added. “Job
creators like them are recog-
nizing that every corner of our
state has the resources and
workforce needed for success.”
The two largest economic

development projects in Georgia
history are electric vehicle man-
ufacturing plants.
Hyundai is investing $5.5

billion in a plant near Savannah
in Bryan County expected to
generate 8,100 jobs when fully
built out. Rivian’s $5 billion
plant east of Atlanta will create
7,500 jobs.
Suppliers of electric vehicle

batteries also are springing up
across the state to serve the two
EV manufacturing plants.
Anovion will be hiring for a

variety of technical, production,
and engineering jobs, as well as
administrative and management
positions. Interested individuals
can learn more about working at
Anovion by visiting the compa-
ny’s website at
www.anoviontech.com.
The Bainbridge plant is ex-

pected to begin operations in
late 2025.

Maker of EV
battery
materials
coming to
Georgia
BY DAVEWILLIAMS
Capitol Beat News Service


