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WASHINGTON — The deadliest 
outbreak of bird flu in U.S. history 
is prompting growing concern in 
Congress, and Department of Ag-
riculture researchers are awaiting 
the preliminary results of four tri-
als of vaccines for poultry.

Some lawmakers are warming 
to the idea of a vaccination cam-
paign, long considered a fringe 
idea due to the cost and potential 
consequences. Trade groups warn 
that vaccinated poultry would not 
be accepted in many overseas mar-
kets, disrupting exports.

While bird flu likely poses little 

health danger to humans, it’s con-
tributed to spikes in U.S. egg pric-
es and decimated poultry flocks. 
Among the domestic poultry affected 
are chickens, turkeys, pheasants, 
quail, ducks and geese — in both 
big commercial operations and in-
creasingly popular backyard flocks.

Since the current strain of high-
ly-pathogenic avian influenza — 
H5N1 — began circulating in the 
country in February 2022, farm-
ers across the country have lost or 
had to cull more than 58 million 
poultry birds. 

The USDA estimates it has al-
ready spent more than $670 mil-
lion in insurance indemnities and 
sanitation services to combat the 
ongoing bird flu outbreak.

And with many wild birds start-
ing their spring migration, roughly 

140,000 poultry birds were infected 
with the virus nationwide in April.

While food costs are stabilizing, 
members of Congress from both 

parties are asking how the U.S. can 
do better at controlling bird flu.
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Darlington celebrates its class of 2023 in commencement ceremony

Parents and faculty applaud the Class of 2023 graduates during a 
commencement ceremony at Darlington on Saturday.

Darlington Head of School Brent Bell presents 
Christa Twyman with her diploma during com-
mencement ceremonies at the school.

Andrew Calvert

Darlington’s senior class president Collin Rego delivers a speech to the class of 2023 during commencement 
ceremonies at the school on Saturday.

Bordeau Metals to restart operations

By John Bailey
JBailey@RN-T.com

The CEO of a Tennessee metal recycling 
company said they’ve recently purchased 
scrap metal and are planning to reopen their 
Lindale site despite the county’s assertion that 
the site was purchased with a limited use.

Floyd County Manager Jamie McCord said 
there are deed restrictions on the location, 

and that the site cannot be used for metal 
recycling except for metal brought from 
Plant Hammond for purposes of recycling.

“We disagree with that stance,” Bordeau 
Metals Founder and CEO Brad Bordeau said 
Monday. “We’re now buying scrap metal 
from other sources besides Plant Hammond 
and we’re planning on opening to the pub-
lic soon.”

A building permit issued on April 25 was 
approved for an $80,000 modular office unit 
on the site at 91 Enterprise Drive.

The operation, across from F&P on En-
terprise Drive, appeared to have an amount 
of activity on Monday afternoon with trucks 

going into and out of the facility.
The issue with that site has been a signif-

icant amount of noise, nearby residents of 
the Cumberland Trail neighborhood have 
said. The Bordeau site sits in a natural bowl 
with several homes on the Trail backing up 
to the recycling site saying they’re bearing 
the brunt of the noise.

Bordeau was subcontracted to recycle the 
metal from the decommissioning of Georgia 
Power’s Plant Hammond. Its site was pur-
chased with the intent to break down large 
chunks of metal from the power plant.

 ♦ Floyd County contends the 
planned expansion violates deed 
restrictions.

Bird flu outbreak killing flocks

Always 
marching 
forward

 ♦ Is a poultry vaccine the 
answer?

By Adam Carey
ACarey@RN-T.com

The Salvation Army of 
Rome held a luncheon Mon-
day afternoon at the Rome 
Civic Center to thank all 
their volunteers as the cur-
rent leadership team of Tim 
and Paula Blevins prepares 
to depart Rome for Warner 
Robins in central Georgia.

It was a great send off for 
the Blevinses, who have been 
in charge of the Rome Salva-
tion Army since 2020 and 
were both raised in Rome.

Rome Salvation Army Advi-
sory Board Chairman Chuck 
Evans started the event by 
thanking all attendees for 
supporting the mission and 
goals of the Salvation Army, 
and thanking the couple for 
their dedication.

There was also a perfor-
mance by the Rome Salvation 
Army violin students, who 
were not just children, and 
included Capt. Tim Blevins.

“Tim’s been practicing at 
home every night,” Capt. 
Paula Blevins said.

They also inducted Rome 
City Commissioner Jamie 
Doss as a lifetime board 
member, as he approaches 
25 years of working with 
and supporting the Salva-
tion Army.

“But don’t worry,” Doss 
said, “I’m not retiring.”

A number of people spoke, 
giving testimonies about 
their experiences as vol-
unteers, working with the 
Blevinses and the mission 
of the Salvation Army.

By Diane Wagner
DWagner@RN-T.com

Cave Spring is taking ap-
plications through June 2 
for its very first full time 

city manager.
“This is a 

brand new 
p h a s e  f o r 
Cave Spring,” 
Mayor Rob 
Ware said 
S u n d a y . 
“We’re rev-
olutionizing 

the city operations.”
A charter change going 

into effect July 1 essentially 
transfers the chief execu-
tive officer authority of the 
part-time mayor to a pro-
fessional top administrator. 
Ware said it’s time.

“It’s just too much for a 
part time person,” he said. 
“We really need someone 
full time to continue the 
projects the city has, and to 
be involved with the proj-
ects that will come. ... The 
city budgets are probably 
in excess of $2.5 million. 
To try to manage that ef-
fectively with a part-time 
person — we’re past that.”

A job description was post-
ed Friday on the websites 
of the city and the Rome-
Floyd Chamber. Ware said 

‘Brand 
new phase 
for Cave 
Spring’

 ♦ The city is 
advertising for its first 
full time manager.

Contributed

A truck takes its load onto a weigh station at 
the Bordeau Metals site in Floyd County.

 ♦ Salvation Army of 
Rome hosts volunteer 
appreciation luncheon.
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A worker carries chickens at a market in Phnom Penh on Feb. 24.

Rob Ware
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