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ATLANTA — A public spat between 
the head of Georgia’s public 
defender system and her rank-
and-file attorneys over inadequate 
pay in the high-profile trial involv-
ing Atlanta rapper Young Thug and 
his alleged affiliates has exposed 
flaws in the state’s push to prose-
cute more gang members in large, 
sprawling cases.
The wide-ranging prosecution 

of alleged Young Slime Life (YSL) 
members has required the state 
to contract with numerous pri-
vate attorneys to help cover the 
case that has paralyzed parts of 
the Fulton County court system 
since the trial started in January.
The dispute over lawyer pay 

has added another chapter in a 
trial that at times has resembled 
a courthouse soap opera. The 
trial, on its current pace, could 
last more than a year — making 

DIGGING DEEPER  CRIME

Police: Mom acted oddly day before girl died

By Rosana Hughes
Rosana.Hughes@ajc.com

Security footage of a reten-
tion pond at a Sandy Springs 
office park shows a young mother 
leading her 1-year-old daugh-
ter through some bushes to the 

water’s edge Thursday. Six min-
utes later, she is seen walking 
back — but the child is nowhere 
in sight.
The toddler was later discov-

ered by police in the pond, face-
down and not breathing. She was 
rushed to a hospital, where she 
was pronounced dead.
It is not clear what happened 

to Nirvana Oliver during those 
six minutes, as no cameras cap-
tured those moments.

Those details are listed in arrest 
warrants for Asia Calabrese-Lewis, 
who was taken into custody the 
same day during what police 
described as a mental breakdown. 
She faces charges of felony mur-
der and first-degree child cru-
elty in the death of her daugh-
ter, who was just shy of her sec-
ond birthday. 
A day earlier, Sandy Springs 

Sandy Springs case was 
sent to Division of Family 
and Children Services.

Asia 
Calabrese-
Lewis is facing 
charges of 
murder and 
child cruelty. 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. YOUR NEWS.
There’s no place like home

Dog reunites with family after three years 
and shows why it’s important to chip pets. 

Want to get recycling right?
Talk to your waste hauler to find out 

what can be recycled and how.

If you haven’t set up your digital access, go to ajc.com/activate or scan the QR code.
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Prosecutor ends FBI inquiry 
with withering criticism
Report from special counsel John 
Durham denounces Russia investigation 
but does not recommend new charges.
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Media outlets oppose bid to 
expunge grand jury report
Motion filed by former president’s 
attorneys asserted Georgia statute on 
grand juries is unconstitutionally vague.
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AAA forecasts record numbers of 
travelers over the Memorial Day hol-
iday period and advises vacationers 
to prepare for crowds and conges-
tion on highways, in airports and 
on planes.
The auto club expects 1.32 million 

people in Georgia to travel at least 
50 miles during the holiday period, 

from Thursday, May 25, through Mon-
day, May 29.
That’s about 86,000 more travel-

ers than last year and slightly more 
than the 1.3 million Georgia resi-
dents who took trips over the same 
period in 2019, before the COVID-
19 pandemic. The forecast echoes 
what airline and other travel indus-
try experts have predicted for what 
is expected to be a booming summer 
travel season.

“Some of the concerns that we 
saw around the pandemic are now 
erased,” AAA spokesman Garrett 
Townsend said. Also, he said, “The 
economy is to a point where people 
are starting to feel comfortable in 
traveling again. That all tells us that 
this is going to be a very busy sum-
mer for traveling.”
The forecast  includes more 

AAA expects Georgia to set mark with 1.32 million travelers.

Northbound traffic on I-85 was at a near-standstill Monday, and roadways are expected to be even more congested 
during the Memorial Day holiday period from May 25-29, AAA predicts. MIGUEL MARTINEZ/MIGUEL.MARTINEZJIMENEZ@AJC.COM

Sandy Springs continued on A6

By Alexis Stevens
alexis.stevens@ajc.com

It’s a tough task for a mother 
of eight. But Shanna Sanon made 
sure she saved every report card 

and honor roll certificate her 
children earned.
“Every parent knows that you 

save these things for your kids 
to have as memories,” she told 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
Now, Sanon says those papers 

honoring achievements are gone, 
along with the family’s furni-
ture, clothing and other personal 
belongings. The family of 10 was 

in the process of moving from 
North Carolina to the Atlanta area 
after Sanon accepted a new job. 
While looking for a new home, 
the family was staying temporar-
ily at a Gwinnett County hotel. 
They’d been there for about a 
week when, early Friday, some-
one apparently drove away in the 

LOCAL IN-DEPTH  STOLEN U-HAUL

Truck full of family’s belongings stolen in Gwinnett. ‘We have nothing.’
GoFundMe page 
created to help parents 
of 8 rebuild their lives.

Shanna 
Sanon, 
shown with 
her husband 
and seven 
children, was 
pregnant with 
her eighth 
child in this 
family photo. 
COURTESY

Cara 
Convery

Angela 
D’Williams

Travel continued on A6 

Stolen continued on A6 

Associated Press

FARMINGTON, N.M. — Three people were killed and 
two police officers were among at least seven peo-
ple injured Monday when an 18-year-old opened 
fire in a northwestern New Mexico community 
before law enforcement fatally shot the suspect, 
authorities said.
The shootings occurred around 11 a.m. in Farm-

ington, a city of about 50,000 people near the Utah 
state line that is a supply line and bedroom com-
munity to the region’s oil and natural gas industry.
Officers responding to several calls about a shoot-

ing found “a chaotic scene” where a man was fir-
ing at people on a residential street, Farmington 
Police Deputy Chief Baric Crum said during a news 
conference.

Police say officers confronted and 
killed 18-year-old gunman.

CRIME MASS SHOOTING

At least 3 dead, 
more wounded 
in N.M. shooting

New Mexico continued on next page
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GWINNETT ANIMAL SHELTER

Gwinnett family reunites

with lost dog after 3 year
s

h l fficials scan for microchip after animal shows up on doorste

A Gwinnett County family is reunited with their lost dog at the Animal Welfare and Enforcement shelter in Lawrenceville af

officials at the shelter scanned for a microchip on the animal that showed up on their doorstep. COURTESY OF GWINNETT COUNT
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A Jimmy Johns sandwich 

shop on Pleasant Hill R
oad, 

Duluth, failed a routine
 health 

inspection because of f
ood

safety and handling vio
lations.

The eatery scored 58/U
, 

down from 100/A earned in 

July. It will be re-inspected.

Four packs of sliced pr
ovo-

lone and two containers of 

tuna salad in the coole
rs were 

at unsafe temperatures and 

discarded. The produc
ts were 

tightly wrapped, which pre-

vented them from cooling 

down.
Also, employees did not 

wash their hands or chan
ge 

gloves between tasks. For 

example, hands were not 

washed after taking money, 

sweeping the floor and ta
king 

bread out of the oven, 
or tak-

ing food orders over th
e phone

and then preparing foo
d.

The inspector said employ-

ees needed training on
 when 

to wash their hands before 

prepping food. Employees also 

had drinks and cups in
 food 

prep areas.
Among other violations, 

mold-like substances were on 

the interior ice bin of t
he ice 

machine. The walk-in freezer 
ugh t a 

Sandwich
fixings among 
problems at
Jimmy Johns

RESTAURANT

INSPECTIONS

Food safety, cleanlines
s 

violations earn 58/U.
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JOHNS CREEK

Jones Bridge Road being
widened to three lanes

The Johns Creek City Council 
approved a series of contracts
for the widening of Jones Bridge
Road from Waters Road to State 
Bridge Road that includes a $21.7
million construction contract
withCMES, a $325,000construc-
tion, engineering and inspection
task order with WSP, a $912,985 
five percent construction contin-
gency and a $3.7 million agree-
mentwith Fulton County to relo-
cate the waterline. 
The total project can be fully

funded using TSPLOST I funds.
This section of Jones Bridge

Road serves 18 neighborhoods
and Dolvin Elementary School.
The construction will convert the
two-lane road into three lanes with
deceleration lanes into neighbor-
hoods and improved egress from
subdivisions where appropriate.
The project also includes a side-
walk on one side of the road and
a wider trail on the other side.
— KAREN HUPPERTZ, FOR THE AJC

MILTON

City adopts urban
growth boundaries

In an additional effort to clearly
define commercial areas versus 
rural areas, the Milton City Coun-
cil adopted an “Urban Growth
Boundary.”
The map is intended to work in

conjunction with the city’s exist-
ing master plans and compre-
hensive plan but not to amend
either. The goal is to sustain and
protect Milton’s rural areas while
promoting the development and
redevelopment of property within
commercially zoned areas. The 
UGB does not change any cur

MORE DETAILS

Northside
North Fulton, Forsyth, 
Cherokee
and others on Twitter: 
@nfultonnews
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AUSTELL

Workforce development
an upcoming topic

“Creative Strategies to Fill Work-
force Gaps” will be discussed 5-8
p.m. Thursday at the Riverside
EpiCenter, 135 Riverside Park-
way, Austell.
The free Gateway to Atlanta

B2B Social will focus on neighbor
businesses in South Cobb, Lithia
Springs and South/West Fulton.
Participants can hear from

experts in the field of workforce 
development who will share their
insights and best practices for fill-
ing staffing gaps. They also will
have the opportunity to network
with other professionals and learn
from their experiences.
Among the topics to be cov-

ered are:
■Creative strategies for attract-

ing and retaining talent.
■Best practices for recruiting

diverse candidates.
■How to develop a strong

employer brand.
Register for the event by May 

18 at riversideepicenter.com/gate-
waytoatlanta.
— CAROLYN CUNNINGHAM, FOR THE AJC

MARIETTA

City hiring event seeks
essential workers

Marietta will conduct a hir-
ing event for essential workers
for the city’s parks, recreation
and facilities departments from
9 a.m. to noon May 24 at the
Custer Park Sports and Fitness
Center, 545 Kenneth E. Marcus
Way, Marietta.
On-the-spot interviews andcon-

ditional offers will be available for
parks and ground maintenance 
and part-time recreation staff.
More information canbe found

at bit.ly/44qQueC.
— CAROLYN CUNNINGHAM, FOR THE AJC

SMYRNA

Cobb
Powder Springs, 
Marietta and
more can get the
latest on Twitter: 
@cobbnewsnow

MORE DETAILS

Chicago-based developer Harbor Bay Ven-

tures presented a proposal for a 20-story 
building with more than 300 apartments. 

The project would replace a 1-acre vacant 
parking lot at 359 East Paces Ferry Road.

houses and other buildings. The modern
interpretation involves large beams and man-

ufactured wood columns braced by steel on

top of a concrete and steel foundation.
The buildings also are designed with 

modern fire suppression systems.

Buckhead could soon be home to one of the country’s 

tallest timber-framed buildings, a construction style 

seen as more friendly to the environment than massive 

towers of steel and concrete.

Plan for 20-story
timber tower grows

in Buckhead

ATLANTA

A rendering shows townhomes incorporated into the 20-story tower pitched by Harbor Bay 

Ventures. COURTESY OF HARBOR BAY VENTURES

TOP LOCAL STORY  TRAVEL

Busy roads, airports 
predicted for holiday

YSL case puts stress on public defender 
system’s ability to pay lawyers. 

Defenders continued on A6
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Courts strain 
under gang 
crackdown

Young 
Thug


