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Federal prosecutors in the Andrew
Gillum corruption case are moving to
dismiss charges against the former Tal-
lahassee mayor and Democratic guber-
natorial nominee and his political men-
tor.

In a Monday morning fi�ling in U.S.

District court, the government “respect-
fully moves that this court dismiss the
indictment against the Defendants An-
drew Gillum and Sharon Lettman-
Hicks.”

The government did not comment on
the move, which came after the Talla-
hassee Democrat reported that jurors
overwhelmingly favored acquitting the
two and urged prosecutors to drop the
case.

Before the move is offi�cial, Judge Al-
len Winsor must issue an order 

GILLUM CHARGES DROPPED
Judge must dismiss case
before move is offi�cial

Jeff Burlew
Tallahassee Democrat
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Former Tallahassee
Mayor Andrew
Gillum leaves the
federal courthouse
after a jury found
him not guilty on
making false
statements while
deadlocking on all
other charges
against him on May
4. ALICIA DEVINE/

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

See GILLUM, Page 5A

Tesla drivers and fans in the Big Bend could get their
wish with a dealership landing in Tallahassee, a fi�rst for
the region and a lot closer than the nearest one in Jack-
sonville.

The city’s Development Review Committee will hear
a site plan proposal from Moore Bass Consulting Group
on June 12 for a 39,037 square foot dealership at 2412 W.
Tennessee St., the site of the former Saturn car dealer-
ship that was demolished in 2016.

“I truly believe that, if approved, this project and ten-
ant would be a great addition for the city of Tallahassee,
Leon County, and other surrounding counties and pro-
vide convenient access for vehicle sales, service, and

delivery,” said Rob Truett, managing principal for
Truett Realty Group, the fi�rm serving as project devel-
oper.

Truett Realty Group, based in Delray Beach, Florida,
has developed Tesla dealerships across Florida. Tesla
has 14 dealership locations in Florida, according to its
website.

“I am very grateful to have this opportunity and, if
approved, it would help beautify the streetscape on
Tennessee Street, in my opinion, and continue to ele-
vate the community at large,” said Truett, who earned a
degree in accounting from Florida State University in
2004.

The site plan proposal submitted by Moore Bass 

Tesla in Tallahassee?

Neil Rambana of Rambana & Ricci, P.L.L.C, has owned fi�ve Tesla vehicles, including a Model S. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Here’s what we know about plans for new dealership
Alaijah Brown
Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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A Florida teacher is under investi-
gation by the state Department of
Education after what she believes is a
targeted attack by a school board
member who took issue with a Disney
movie shown in her classroom.

At a Hernando County School Board
meeting Tuesday, fi�fth-grade teacher
Jenna Barbee alleges school board
member Shannon Rodriguez reported
her to DOE for showing her students
Disney’s 2022 movie “Strange World.”
It’s the fi�rst Disney movie with an out,
gay character.

Barbee, a teacher at Winding Wa-
ters K-8, said during public comment
the Disney movie tied into her stu-
dents’ Earth science lesson and did not
have sexually inappropriate content.

“The word indoctrination is thrown
around a lot right now, but it seems
that those who are using it are using it
as a defense tactic for their own fear-
based beliefs without understanding
the true meaning of the word,” Barbee
said at the lectern.

Florida educators are prohibited
from teaching about gender and sexual
identity due to the Parental Rights in
Education Act, signed by Gov. Ron De-
Santis last year. Also known as “Don’t
Say Gay” by critics, teachers have ex-
pressed anxiety and confusion over
the vague wording of the law for fear of
losing their teaching licenses or crimi-
nal penalties if found in non-compli-
ance.

Opponents of the law say the vague
wording unfairly targets books and
classroom materials with gay and
transgender characters and themes.

Hernando County’s school district 

Florida teacher
investigated by
state agency
for showing
Disney movie
Ana Goñi-Lessan
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