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Wheeler leads Jensen Beach
into Region 4-4A semifi�nal
SPORTS, 1C

Gov. Ron DeSantis signed legislation
Monday banning state funding for di-
versity, equity and inclusion programs
at Florida’s public universities, staging
the event at New College of Florida,

which the governor has transformed
into a conservative higher education ex-
periment.

A New College board revamped by
DeSantis abolished the school’s DEI of-
fi�ce, and the college’s interim president
recently fi�red the diversity dean, a pre-
cursor to what other Florida universities
could experience under SB 266, which

was a centerpiece of De-
Santis’ aggressive legis-
lative agenda this year.

As he gears up for a
run for president, DeSan-
tis has emphasized a cul-
ture war agenda against
so-called “woke” policies,
and universities have been a major fo-
cus. The governor has decried a campus
culture that he views as overly focused
on issues of racial, gender and LGBTQ

equity.
The legislation signed by DeSantis

Monday also restricts how gender and
race are taught on campus. It requires
university offi�cials to review any les-
sons “based on theories that systemic
racism, sexism and privilege are inher-
ent in the institutions of the United
States and were created to maintain so-
cial, political and economic inequities.”

Universities’ diversity funds cut
DeSantis signs law to ban state money for programs

Zac Anderson and Steven Walker
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See UNIVERSITIES, Page 10A

DeSantis

The alarm bell over Florida panthers has gone from a
whisper level to a full-on roar as scientists are scrambling
to fi�nd a way to treat a disease that appears to be deci-
mating the population. 

The early theory is that panthers have been exposed to
some type of toxin, and that toxin is causing damage to the
cat’s metabolism and central nervous system. 

Only three big cats have been hit and killed by cars this
year, and road kills are one way scientists gauge the overall
health of the endangered population. More panthers hit by
cars means there are more panthers alive to be hit, that 

Big alarm bells for big cats

ABOVE: A Florida panther strolls past a camera trap set
up at the Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed in
2019. Scientists and advocacy groups suspect the
panther population may be crumbling as the result of a
neurological disorder. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS
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As Florida panthers’ numbers
shrink, scientists seek answers

What is killing
wild cats in
Florida?
Feline leukomyelopathy,
or FLM, is thought to be
behind the potential
collapse. 

FLM is a neurological
disorder that attacks the
spine and causes
panthers and bobcats to
lose coordination. Once
sick, the cats become
prone to starvation,
predation and injuries. 

Hollis Stewart, a
veterinarian who works
for the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission, or FWC,
said Friday that about
45% of the bobcats the
state examines now have
FLM. 

The puma ranges
throughout most of
South and Central
America as well as parts
of the United States. 

But the big cat is
considered extinct east
of the Mississippi River
outside of the
segregated population in
Florida. 

“Is it a stable population?
That is debatable right
now,” Stewart said. “It’s
hard to call it a disease
or syndrome because we
don’t really know.” 

MARTIN COUNTY – A state investi-
gation into a “security incident” that
shut down the Tax Collector’s Offi�ce for
more than fi�ve weeks has been closed
after the tax collector’s legal counsel re-
ported no evidence of the access or ac-
quisition of data, TCPalm has learned.

A spokesperson for the Florida Attor-
ney General’s Offi�ce confi�rmed Thurs-
day evening the agency is no longer
looking into the issue that happened in
October 2021, which originally was sus-
pected to be a ransomware attack. Tax
collector offi�cials walked back that as-
sessment, and limited details surround-
ing the issue have been released over
the past 11⁄�2 years.

Kylie Mason, spokesperson for the
Attorney General’s Offi�ce, said in an
email the forensic investigation into the
incident has been fi�nished, attributing
the statement to the tax collector’s legal
counsel.

“There is no evidence of the access
and/or acquisition of any legally pro-
tected data within the tax collector’s
network, including any data that the
state of Florida’s Department of High-
way Safety and Motor Vehicles owns
and/or collects, and which the Tax Col-
lector maintains on the state’s behalf,”
the statement said.

Tax Collector Ruth Pietruszewski told
TCPalm in a text message Friday that a
“complete forensic investigation was
done and all was good.” When asked for
more information on the incident and
whether an FBI investigation was still
ongoing, Pietruszewski said, “I have no 

Tax offi�ce:
No data lost
in ‘security
incident’ 
State probe ends after
2021 shutdown in Martin

Lina Ruiz
Treasure Coast Newspapers
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