
Gillum can resume
‘life and public
service’ after
prosecutors move
to drop charges

TALLAHASSEE
Federal prosecutors are dropping the

remaining 18 fraud counts against form-
er Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum
after a jury deadlocked on the charges.
In a Monday filing, prosecutors

moved to dismiss the charges, reversing
course after telling a federal judge they
intended to pursue a new trial. U.S.
District Judge Allen Winsor would have
to approve the motion.
The decision brings to an end the

federal corruption case against Gillum,
the 2018 Democratic nominee for Flor-
ida governor who came about 32,000
votes shy of defeating then-U.S. Rep.
Ron DeSantis.
Federal prosecutors last year accused

Gillum of steering campaign contribu-
tions into his personal accounts by con-
spiring with his mentor and “political

BY LAWRENCEMOWER
Miami Herald/Tampa Bay Times

SEE GILLUM, 2A

Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava, left, and Vice Chairman of the Miami-Dade
County Commission Oliver G. Gilbert III hold an informational pamphlet at the press conference.

At the urging of Miami-
Dade County leaders, the
National Weather Service has
lowered the bar for extreme
heat warnings and advisories
in the county. The hope is
that the new standards will
better protect residents from
the rising risks of heat, which
the county estimates kills
about 34 people and hospital-
izes hundreds more each
year.
NWS meteorologist Robert

Molleda announced the
change Monday at a county
event marking the start of
Miami-Dade County’s heat
season, which officially runs
from May 1 to Oct. 31 each
year. The decision has impli-
cations beyond Miami-Dade.
The county will serve as a
test case for the new warning
levels, Molleda said. If they

work well, the weather serv-
ice may make them perma-
nent and export them to
other South Florida counties.
“The most important thing

is that advisories and warn-
ings go out when there is an
increased threat to the gener-
al population,” said Molleda,
the warning coordination

meteorologist at the NWS
Miami office. “It’s about
making sure people have the
information they need and
are receiving weather alerts
and notifications that can
enable them to take action.”
Jane Gilbert, the county’s

chief heat officer, said the
change will help shape the

response of emergency man-
agers and public health agen-
cies.
“We’ll be able to galvanize

our emergency response
resources when we get to
those truly excessive heat
temperatures and address

Weather Service lowers heat
warning threshholds for Dade
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Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava speaks during a press conference outside of Government Center on Monday in
downtown Miami. The event was held to announce the start of the heat season throughout Miami-Dade, and officials with the
National Weather Service announced they would lower the threshold for heat warnings and advisories in the county.
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DIGITAL READERS GET MORE

SARASOTA
Gov. Ron DeSantis on Monday signed

into law three controversial bills poised
to bring major changes to Florida’s col-
lege and university systems.
In a ceremony at New College of Flor-

ida, he was flanked by a group of sup-
porters including university system
Chancellor Ray Rodrigues and Chris-
topher Rufo, an activist known for his
opposition to critical race theory and one
of six trustees DeSantis appointed to the
New College board in January.
DeSantis signed a measure, SB 266,

that restricts certain topics from being
taught in general education courses, the
lower-level classes that all students must
take for their degrees. It also expands the
hiring and firing powers of university
boards and presidents, further limits
tenure protections and prohibits spend-
ing related to diversity, equity and in-
clusion programs beyond what is re-
quired by accreditors.
Regarding the restricted topics, the

measure borrows language from last
year’s Individual Freedom Act, also
known as the Stop Woke Act. It targets
“theories that systemic racism, sexism,

DeSantis
signs 3
bills that
bring big
change to
higher ed
in Florida
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When a Colombian man
was first evaluated by neurol-
ogists at age 67, he was cog-
nitively normal, and neither
he nor his family had con-
cerns about his memory. So
scientists began to follow his
extraordinary case closely.
The patient — a mechanic

who was a husband and fath-

er of two — had been born
with a particularly sinister
gene mutation that should
have doomed him to de-
mentia before his 50th birth-
day.
Instead, his life had been

one of remarkable resilience,
bucking the script written in
his genes. The cognitive
impairment that should have
started at age 44 stayed at
bay for more than two dec-
ades. Rather than dying in his

early 60s, he retired. He did
eventually develop moderate
dementia, and he passed
away in 2019 at the age of 74.
This man is only the sec-

ond patient identified with
the miraculous ability to defy
the devastating Alzheimer’s
gene, an international team
of scientists report in the
journal Nature Medicine.
Doctors hope the two known
cases will allow researchers
to develop new treatments to

protect other people with
Alzheimer’s disease, which
affects 6.7 million people in
the United States.
The researchers sifted

through the man’s genome to
identify a different mutation
that may have helped protect
him against the disease. They
also used brain scans taken
when he was 73 to home in
on a key region that appears

He defied Alzheimer’s for two decades.
Scientists want to know how he did that
BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON
Washington Post
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