
C I T R U S C O U N T Y

Project1:Layout 1 6/10/2014 1:13 PM Page 1

May 16, 2023
www.chronicleonline.com

HIGH

Mostly sunny, 
chance of  
afternoon storms.

PAGE A4

TODAY 
& next 
morning

T u e s d a y

69

88
LOW

Florida’s Best Community        Newspaper Serving Florida’s Best Community VOL. 129 Issue 136$1

Report knocks conduct of Trump-Russia probe / A10

INDEX
Business ...................A8

Classifieds ................B8
Comics .....................B7

Crossword ................B6
Entertainment ...........B5

Horoscope ................B6
Nation/World ...........A10 

Obituaries .................A6
Opinion .....................A9

TV Listings ................B5
Weather ....................A4

Finegan says ‘the truth will always prevail’

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Inverness attorney Bill Grant 
last week issued cease and desist 
letters to over a dozen individuals 
for “false and defamatory” state-
ments made toward County Com-
missioner Diana Finegan.

He asked them 
to write a retrac-
tion or face the 
possibility of court 
action. As of Mon-
day, some retrac-
tions have reached 
his office, Grant 
said.

The next step is up to Finegan, 
who hired Grant to send the let-
ters. She’s not ruling out taking it 
to the next step if all retractions 

are not made.
“I’m waiting and 

watching,” she 
told the Chronicle. 
“I do believe they 
should have every 
opportunity to set 
the record straight. 
I think they may 

have blindly followed a sugges-
tion that was based on lies.”

Grant, in his letter, said the in-
timidation and threats toward his 

client “shall not prevail.”
“I directed my attorney to advo-

cate for the truth,” Finegan said. 
“He followed my instructions and 
the truth will always prevail.”

The individuals cited are calling 
on Finegan to resign, mostly be-
cause they suspect she used her 
political standing to gain conces-
sions revolving around a road va-
cation at her home.

Such a vacation is a type of ease-
ment in which a government (in 

this case Citrus County) transfers 
the right of way of a public street 
to a private property owner. Such 
actions are common and Finegan 
requested it before she was a com-
missioner.

Finegan’s property is at South 
Blue Water Point in Homosas-
sa. It’s at the dead end of a street 
without a cul-de-sac.

They are requesting a part of the 

Commissioner explains 
cease-and-desist letter

FINEGAN GRANT

‘Just Ben’ from Inverness
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

Here’s what modeling is 
like.

One minute you’re being 
photographed with super-
star Christina Aguilera 
feeding you spaghetti for 
the pages of a magazine 
or on a cover posing with 
supermodel Gisele Bünd-
chen, and the next min-
ute you’re in a room with 
100 others who all want 
the next job and hear-
ing someone say to you, 
“You’re all wrong for this. 
No thanks.”

“People mentally fail in 
modeling before they do 
physically, because it’s so 
up and down; you have to 
be mentally strong,” said 
Inverness hometown guy 

Ben Crofchick who is 
now a Los Angeles-based,  
international model.

“You drive or Uber an 
hour to a location, stand 
in a room with hundreds 
of models, wait two hours 
for your name to be called 
and then get rejected in 
five seconds,” he said.

“You walk out having 
spent your whole day to be 
rejected. But you have to 
know how to take that,” he 
said. “If you can’t, you’ll 
self-destruct.”

Crofchick, 24, credits 
his Inverness roots, his 
mother’s prayers and his 
own Christian faith that 
keeps him grounded as he 

Ben Crofchick, who calls himself “just a small town guy from Inverness,” is now a Los Angeles-based model who travels all over 
the world, modeling in fashion shows and posing for ads for websites, magazines and billboards.

Local Citrus County man 
hits the runways as a model

Ben Crofchick modeling for Vogue Runway.

High prices have Americans holding on to vehicles longer than ever
By TOM KRISHER
AP Auto Writer

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — 
With new and used cars still 
painfully expensive, Ryan 
Holdsworth says he plans to 
keep his 9-year-old Chevy 
Cruze for at least four more 
years. Limiting his car pay-
ments and his overall debt is 
a bigger priority for him than 
having a new vehicle.

A 35-year-old grocery 
store worker from Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, Hold-
sworth would probably be 
in the market for a vehicle 
within a few years – if not 
for the high cost. For now, 
it’s out of the question.

“You’re not going to get 
one for a price you can af-
ford,” he said.

Holdsworth has plenty of 
company. Americans are 

keeping their cars longer 
than ever. The average age 
of a passenger vehicle on the 
road hit a record 12.5 years 
this year, according to data 
gathered by S&P Global 
Mobility. Sedans like Hold-
sworth’s are even older, on 
average – 13.6 years.

Blame it mainly on the 
pandemic, which in 2020 
triggered a global shortage of 
automotive computer chips, 
the vital component that runs 
everything from radios to gas 
pedals to transmissions. The 
shortage drastically slowed 
global assembly lines, mak-
ing new vehicles scarce on 
dealer lots just when consum-
ers were increasingly eager to 
buy.

Prices reached record 
highs. And though they’ve 
eased somewhat, the cost 
of a vehicle still feels pun-

ishingly expensive to many 
Americans, especially 
when coupled with now 
much-higher loan rates.

Since the pandemic struck 
three years ago, the average 
new vehicle has rocketed 24 
percent to nearly $48,000 as 
of April, according to Ed-
munds.com. Typical loan 
rates on new-car purchases 
have ballooned to 7 percent, 
a consequence of the Federal 
Reserve’s aggressive streak 
of interest rate hikes to fight 
inflation.

It’s all pushed the national 
average monthly auto loan 
payment to $729 – prohibi-
tively high for many. Experts 
say a family earning the me-
dian U.S. household income 
can no longer afford the av-
erage new car payment and 
still cover such necessities as 
housing, food and utilities.

Used vehicle prices, on 
average, have surged even 
more since the pandemic 
hit – up 40 percent, to near-
ly $29,000. With an average 

loan rate having reached 11 
percent, the typical month-
ly used-vehicle payment is 
now $563.

Faced with deciding be-

tween making a jumbo pay-
ment and keeping their ex-
isting vehicles, more owners 
are choosing to stick with 
what they have, even if it 
means spending more on re-
pairs and maintenance.

Auto mechanics have been 
struck by the rising ages and 
mileages of vehicles that 
now arrive at the shop in 
numbers they’d never seen 
before.

“You see cars all the 
time in here with 250,000, 
300,000 miles,” said Jay 
Nuber, owner of Japanese 
Auto Professional Service, 
a repair garage near down-
town Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. “They haven’t been 
really having major work or 
anything. They’ve just been 
doing the (routine) service.”

Tom Krisher / AP

Mechanic Jon Guthrie inspects the underside of a 2014 Honda 
Ridgeline pickup truck at Japanese Auto Professional Service in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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