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Wilmington landlords warned the
City Council that plans to increase the
annual fees on rental units would re-
sult in rent hikes, encouraging mem-
bers to reconsider the proposed
charges before passing legislation that
would bring an estimated $2 million in
new revenue to the city.

City landlords and property man-
agers during a council committee
meeting on May 8 spoke against a plan
to increase the “per unit” business fee
assessed on rental properties to $100,
capping the total charged at $5,000 for
property owners who off�er housing for
low-income and senior residents. 

On Friday, Wilmington Mayor Mike
Purzycki’s deputy chief of staff�, John
Rago, said the administration is
amending the proposal to set the “per
unit” fee at $75. 

Property owners with three or more
rental units currently pay $10 per unit
each year.

The opposition to cost increases for
rental property owners comes amid
soaring rents in Delaware and beyond,
and despite millions of dollars in rental
and other fi�nancial assistance that
was made available to landlords and
other business owners during the pan-
demic.

Landlords said they feel “singled
out” by the nearly tenfold increase,
calling it “absolutely ridiculous.”

Jeff� Sheraton, president of the
Greater Wilmington Housing Provid-
ers and a small landlord in Wilming-
ton, said he’ll see fees increase from
$120 to $300.

“My concern is that instead of the
city going to the general public to get 
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The opposition to cost increases for
rental property owners comes amid
soaring rents in Delaware.
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The Delaware Avenue Bridge in Wilmington is
getting a face-lift this month, complete with a fresh
paint job and colorful mural installation. 

The project, which started Wednesday, intends
to bridge the gap between Wilmington communi-
ties located on opposite sides of I-95. The major

traffi�c corridor split the city when it was construct-
ed in the 1960s. 

Once the highway was proposed, West Side
homeowners fought against the decision, saying it
would tear the city apart. However, in January 1959
— a week after Chancery Court overruled the resi-
dents — the city demolished more than 300 homes
between Adams and Jackson Streets.

Murals bridge concrete gap created by I-95 in 1960s

Local artist Christian Kanienberg, who was chosen by a committee of local leaders, works on the mural
on Delaware Avenue Bridge in Wilmington. CAMERON GOODNIGHT/THE NEWS JOURNAL
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WASHINGTON – House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy said Monday there’s
been “no progress” on debt ceiling talks
ahead of a meeting with President Joe
Biden and other congressional leaders
scheduled for Tuesday at the White
House, as the country pushes closer to

a crisis over the need to raise its legal
borrowing limit.

“It’s very concerning to me,” McCar-
thy, R-Calif., told reporters as he opened
the House chamber.

“There’s no progress that I see,” he
said of the staff�-level talks that extend-
ed through the weekend. “And it really
concerns me with the timeline of where
we are.”

McCarthy confi�rmed that he and the
other congressional leaders are heading
back to the White House on Tuesday to
meet with Biden. The meeting was ini-

tially supposed to be Friday, but was
abruptly postponed so staff�-level talks
could continue through the weekend.

Time is narrowing as Biden prepares
to depart for the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan on Wednesday. The stand-
off� comes as the Treasury Department
says the nation will be unable to pay its
bills as soon as June 1. Biden’s National
Security Council spokesman John Kir-
by said that so far, “We are still planning
to leave as scheduled.”
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