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The Environmental Protection 
Agency’s proposals for natural gas 
and coal-fi red power plants aim to 
eliminate nearly all of their carbon 
emissions by 2040, but those provid-
ing and distributing the nation’s power 
say the rules would undermine the 
grid by forcing plants that generate 

most of the na-
tion’s electricity 
to shut down or 
use less-reliable 
green sources.

Critics of the 
proposed rules 
say the rolling 
blackouts that 
threatened Cali-
fornia and Texas 
last summer and 

the power outages that affl  icted eight 
states during bitterly cold weather 
over the Christmas holiday could 
become the norm in many areas of 
the country.

Plants powered by fossil fuels com-
prise 60% of U.S. electricity produc-
tion and would struggle to meet the 
proposed emission caps. Some would 
disappear from the grid in favor of 
intermittent power sources such as 
wind and solar.

As head of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, Jim 
Matheson represents the interests of 
electricity producers and distributors 

that provide power to 42 million peo-
ple. He warned that the proposed caps 
would signifi cantly reduce “always 
available power generation” as the 
nation’s demand for electricity sig-
nifi cantly increases, particularly in 
extremely cold or hot weather.

“We think that puts grid reliability 
at risk,” Mr. Matheson told The Wash-
ington Times.

The proposed rules, announced 

last week by EPA Administrator Mi-
chael S. Regan, would require the na-
tion’s 3,400 coal and natural gas plants 
to implement carbon capture and 
storage technology, which is still in 
development and not yet considered 
viable, to meet the new emission caps. 
Carbon capture technology has been 
hobbled at the EPA, where approval 
awaits a signifi cant backlog of permits 
to construct storage wells.

Electric utilities could cut emis-
sions by switching to renewables 
such as wind or solar, which currently 
provide 13% of energy to the nation’s 
power grid, or hydropower, which 
provides about 6%.

Plants that now use fossil fuels but 
cannot implement carbon capture 
technology could comply with the 
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Special counsel John Durham closed 
his four-year investigation of the FBI’s 
probe of alleged links between Russia 
and Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign with 
the release Monday of a scathing report 
on the bureau’s conduct, but he did not 
recommend new criminal charges.

The 320-page report, which Mr. Dur-
ham issued nearly four years to the day of 
his appointment by then-Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr, slammed the bureau 
and its top offi  cials for disregarding their 
own rules in attempts to nail Mr. Trump. 
He concluded that the bureau ignored its 
guidelines, failed to consider informa-
tion that countered allegations that the 
Trump campaign was colluding with 

Russia and failed 
to show objectivity.

Mr. Durham said 
FBI agents were so 
eager to pursue 
President Trump 
that they heralded 
“seriously flawed 
information” and 
abandoned their 
“own principles re-
garding objectivity 

and integrity.” Mr. Durham wrote that the 
FBI’s behavior was “seriously defi cient” 
and caused “severe reputational harm.”

“Based on the review of Crossfi re 
Hurricane and related intelligence ac-
tivities, we conclude that the [Justice] 
Department and the FBI failed to uphold 
their mission of strict fi delity to the 

law in connection with certain events 
and activities described in this report,” 
Mr. Durham wrote of Crossfi re Hurri-
cane, the FBI’s code name for its Trump 
investigation.

“Again, the FBI’s failure to critically 
analyze the information that ran counter 
to the narrative of a Trump/Russia col-
lusive relationship exhibited through-
out Crossfi re Hurricane is extremely 
troublesome,” the report said.

Mr. Durham said he was particularly 
troubled by the FBI’s defensive briefi ng 
to the team of 2016 Democratic presi-
dential candidate Hillary Clinton after 
agents uncovered potential evidence 
by a foreign actor to infl uence her cam-
paign but opened an investigation of 
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The Biden administration took a sort of vic-
tory lap Monday after a major border surge didn’t 
materialize, saying that foreign governments have 
stepped up their own border security and migrants 
are becoming reluctant to shift from border jumping 
to using “legal” avenues of entry.

The Border Patrol was running at fewer than 
5,000 apprehensions daily from Friday through 
Sunday, compared with 10,000 daily from Monday 
through Thursday last week.

The Homeland Security Department had been 
projecting a rise after the Title 42 pandemic emer-
gency expulsion authority ended on Thursday, so 
the drop was striking.

“I think what we’ve seen is a combination of the 
consequences we have imposed on unlawful entry 
and the work being done by our foreign partners to 
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Democrats are striving to make “MAGA” a badge 
of infamy on the political stage by injecting the label 
into debates on Capitol Hill and pinning it on any 
Republican who gets in their way.

Just ask Asa Hutchinson.
Mr. Hutchinson is about as far from MAGA as a 

major national Republican fi gure can be these days. 
His political roots reach back to former President 
Ronald Reagan, and he is a longtime and strident 
critic of former President Donald Trump, the father 
of the MAGA movement.

That didn’t stop Democrats from slapping him 
with the MAGA label when Mr. Hutchinson, who 
most recently was governor of Arkansas, announced 
that he was running for the 2024 Republican presi-
dential nomination.

“Whether it is the Democratic Party or President 
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TURNING OFF THE SWITCH: Coal-fi red power plants that can’t implement carbon capture or change to renewable 
energy will have no option but to shut down under the Biden administration’s plan to eliminate nearly all carbon emissions.
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CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA | Russia’s 
top army general and his South Afri-
can counterpart discussed “military 
cooperation” while meeting Monday 
in Moscow, the Russian Defense Min-
istry said.

The talks were announced hours 
after South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa denied U.S. assertions 
that his country was siding with Rus-
sia in the war in Ukraine and had sent 
weapons to help.

Gen. Oleg Salyukov, the com-
mander of Russia’s ground forces, met 

with the chief of South Africa’s army, 
Lt. Gen. Lawrence Mbatha, at Russia’s 
general command headquarters in 
Moscow, the Russian ministry said.

“The sides discussed issues of 
military cooperation and the imple-
mentation of projects geared to en-
hance the combat readiness of the two 
countries’ armies,” the ministry said. 
“The meeting between the military 
commanders yielded agreements on 
the further expansion of cooperation 
between the land forces in various 
areas.”

The defense ministry said a South 
African delegation would visit sev-
eral Russian army “educational and 

training facilities.”
The South African army said the 

trip was planned well before the 
U.S. ambassador to South Africa an-
nounced last week that the country 
provided weapons to Russia when 
a ship under U.S. sanctions made a 
secret stop at a South African naval 
base in December.

The South African government has 
denied that the Russian cargo ship’s 
stop involved an offi  cial sale of weap-
ons, although it has not categorically 
ruled out an arms transaction.

Mr. Ramaphosa has said an 
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IN AGREEMENT: South African Gen. 
Oleg Salyukov visited his counterpart 
in Russia on Monday to discuss ways 
to enhance their combat readiness. » see MAKE | A7
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REBUKE: Special counsel John Durham issued a 320-page report before ending his 
four-year investigation into FBI conduct. He said the bureau abandoned its principles 
in its probe of ties between Russia and Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign.
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