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BY SILVIA FOSTER-FRAU

COMPTON, Calif. — The riders on horse-
back clopped past corner stores and bark-
ing dogs, through busy downtown streets 
and along a creek feeding the Los Angeles 
River, spurs on their boots, sombreros on 
their heads and chaps riding up their 
calves.

“This is the forgotten Compton,” Rogelio 
Diaz said on a recent Sunday, while riding 
his 12-year-old horse, Yolie.

The city south of Los Angeles is known as 
one of the great hubs of Black culture, 
producing countless Black athletes, rap 
legends and other celebrities, from Serena 
and Venus Williams to N.W.A. and Kend-
rick Lamar.

But Compton is no longer a Black city. 
Forty years ago, the city’s population

 was 74 percent Black; now it is nearly

 70 percent Latino.
On weekly rides, Diaz and other mem-

bers of his nonprofit, Connecting Compton, 
want to remind the city’s 93,000 residents 
that vaqueros on horseback — a Mexican 
American tradition — are as representative 
of this community as the pop culture 
references for which it’s better known.

Public perception isn’t the biggest obsta-
cle Compton’s Latino activists say they face 
to gaining greater recognition: The city’s 
leadership still reflects its demographic 
past, with an all-Black city council and 
school board. It has never had a Latino 
mayor. Compton is part of a congressional 
district represented by a Latina lawmaker, 
but its first and sole Latino council member 
was ousted last year after being accused of 

see COMPTON on A12

As Compton shifts, leaders look the same
The city near Los Angeles, 

known for its Black culture, 
is now almost 70 percent 

Latino. A group of vaqueros 
wants the council to reflect that.   

Karla Gachet for the Washington Post

Johan Hernandez Jauregui does rope 
tricks as members of Connecting Compton 

prepare for their weekly horseback ride, 
hoping to show the city’s 93,000 residents 

a Mexican American tradition
 indicative of the community.

BY JUSTIN JOUVENAL 
AND OLIVIA DIAZ

A man wielding a metal base-
ball bat assaulted two staffers in 
the Fairfax City office of Rep. 
Gerald E. Connolly (D-Va.) on 
Monday, then smashed windows 
and a computer in an apparent 
rage after learning that the law-
maker wasn’t there, before he was 
taken into custody, police and the 
congressman said.

Fairfax City police and the U.S. 
Capitol Police, who are jointly 
investigating the incident, 
charged 49-year-old Xuan Kha 
Tran Pham of Fairfax County, Va., 
with one count of aggravated ma-
licious wounding and another 
count of malicious wounding.

The attack left an intern and 
the congressman’s outreach di-
rector with serious but not life-
threatening injuries, Connolly 
said in an interview. Authorities 
say the motive is still under inves-
tigation.

The attack comes as members 
of Congress in recent years have 

see CONNOLLY on A5

2 sta≠ers 
of Connolly 
assaulted 
at Va. o∞ce

BY KEVIN SULLIVAN

NASHVILLE — Two dozen people 
sat silently in the visitors’ gallery 
overlooking the Tennessee House 
of Representatives, holding signs 
that said, “Our children are 

watching you.”
They were furious about a 

Nashville school shooting three 
weeks earlier in which a former 
student carrying an AR-15-style  
rifle and other guns killed six 
people, including three 9-year-

olds.
Protests since then had been 

nearly nonstop, and polls showed 
that a large majority of people 
across this Republican-con-
trolled state supported at least 

see TENNESSEE on A6

A supermajority’s will in Tennessee
Ruby-red House fixates on culture war as public seeks action on other fronts

George Walker IV/AP

Members of Voices for a Safer Tennessee advocate gun-control measures at a Senate legislative session 
at the state Capitol in Nashville on April 20, weeks after a mass killing at a private school in the city.

BY DEVLIN BARRETT
AND PERRY STEIN

Special counsel John Durham 
has issued a long-awaited report 
that sharply criticizes the FBI for 
investigating the 2016 Trump 
campaign based on “raw, unana-
lyzed, and uncorroborated intelli-
gence” — a conclusion that may 
fuel rather than end partisan de-
bate about politicization within 
the Justice Department and FBI.

Durham was tapped in 2019 by 
President Donald Trump’s attor-
ney general, William P. Barr, to 
reexamine how government 
agents hunted for possible links 
between the Trump campaign 
and Russian efforts to interfere in 
the presidential election. The very 
appointment — of an investigator 
to reinvestigate the investigators 
— led to significant criticism from 
current and former law enforce-
ment officials.

The report, coming almost four 
years to the day since Durham’s 
assignment began, will probably 
be derided by Democrats as the 
end of a partisan boondoggle. Re-
publicans will have to wrestle 
with a much-touted investigation 

see Report on A4
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BY JEFF STEIN

The White House recently gave 
Republican congressional leader-
ship a list of proposals to reduce 
the deficit by closing tax loop-
holes during the ongoing negotia-
tions over the federal budget and 
the debt ceiling. But Republican 
negotiators rejected every item, 
according to three people famil-
iar with the matter, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to 
describe confidential delibera-
tions.

On a phone call last week, 
senior White House officials 
floated about a dozen tax plans to 
reduce the deficit as part of a 
broader budget agreement with 
House Republicans, including a 
measure aimed at cryptocurrency 
transactions and another for 
large real estate investors, two of 
the people said. They were all 
swiftly rejected by the GOP aides 
on the call, the people said.

Fueling a sense of urgency in 
the negotiations, Treasury Secre-
tary Janet L. Yellen affirmed Mon-
day in a letter to congressional 
leaders that the debt ceiling must 
be raised soon or the government 
could run out of money to pay all 
of its bills as soon as June 1.

The talks are being led by 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
(R-Calif.), Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), Senate 
Majority Leader Charles E. Schu-
mer (D-N.Y.) and House Minority 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.), 
in addition to White House offi-

see DEBT CEILING on A17

GOP nixed 
pitch to 
close tax 
loopholes
White House’s proposals 

were rejected during 
debt ceiling talks  

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

When a Colombian man was 
first evaluated by neurologists at 
age 67, he was cognitively normal, 
and neither he nor his family had 
concerns about his memory. So 
scientists began to follow his 
extraordinary case closely.

The patient — a mechanic who 
was a husband and father of two 
— had been born with a particu-
larly sinister gene mutation that 
should have doomed him to de-
mentia before his 50th birthday.

Instead, his life had been one 
of remarkable resilience, bucking 
the script written in his genes. 
The cognitive impairment that 
should have started at age 44 
stayed at bay for more than two 
decades. Rather than dying in his 
early 60s, he retired. He did 
eventually develop moderate de-
mentia, and he passed away in 
2019 at the age of 74.

This man is only the second 
patient identified with the mirac-
ulous ability to defy the devastat-

ing Alzheimer’s gene, an interna-
tional team of scientists report in 
the journal Nature Medicine. 
Doctors hope the two known 
cases will allow researchers to 
develop new treatments to pro-
tect other people with Alzheim-
er’s disease, which affects 6.7 mil-
lion people in the United States.

The researchers sifted through 
the man’s genome to identify a 
different mutation that may have 
helped protect him against the 
disease. They also used brain 
scans taken when he was 73 to 
home in on a key region that 
appears to have been relatively 
protected against the tau protein 
tangles that typically occur in 
Alzheimer’s patients.

“I think it’s important that we 
listen to the patients. And I think 
what the patients are telling us is 
… there is a pathway for protec-
tion,” said Joseph F. Arboleda-
Velasquez, an associate scientist 
at Mass Eye and Ear, a Harvard 
teaching hospital, and one of the 
leaders of the study.

“These are very provocative 
findings, and I do think these 
cases have something very im-
portant to teach us about resil-
ience to disease and the biology” 
of Alzheimer’s, said Gil Rabinovi-
ci, a neurologist at the University 
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Hints of an Alzheimer’s 
‘pathway for protection’
Man held off disease for 
decades despite having 
dreaded gene mutation

Case in Ga.: Prosecutor counters 
Trump’s effort to block evidence. A4


