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Lisbon sunset

ARMANDO FRANCA/AP PHOTO

Boats sail on the Tagus River by Lisbon’s Comercio Square 
as the sun sets Monday.

Traverse City, Mich. — A city 
in northern Michigan has a 
new Mother’s Day memory: A 
350-pound bear was in a tree 
for hours, watched by dozens 
of people, before it fell asleep 
and dropped onto mattresses 
below.

“It’s like the best block 
party ever,” Annette Anders-
en said.

The drama in Traverse City 
began when wildlife experts 
responded to a morning 
call about a bear in a leafy 
tree. They fired at least four 
tranquilizer darts into his butt. 
The bear snoozed on a thick 
limb before finally dropping 
to the ground by early after-

noon Sunday.
Ashlea Walter hauled 

mattresses from her house to 
soften the fall, the Traverse 
City Record-Eagle reported.

Spectators sitting on lawns 
or in chairs held their phones 
up to take pictures and video.

“They’re a tough animal,” 
said Steve Griffith, a state 
wildlife biologist. “Obviously 
they are in trees all the time, 
and they do have accidents 
in the wild. ... They can take a 
pretty good fall.”

The bear was transferred 
on a tarp to a cylindrical bear 
trap after his vital signs and 
airway were checked.
— Associated Press

BEAR IN A TREE HOLDS MICHIGAN CITY IN SUSPENSE FOR HOURSWEATHER
Today, sun, fair-weather clouds, 
breezy. High 74. Wednesday, sunny, 
breezy and mild. High 64. B8
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Zelenskyy secures 
U.K. commitment, but 
not the one he wanted
By JILL LAWLESS and DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press

London  — Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy pressed the 
British government at the end of a 
whirlwind European tour Monday 
to join a “fighter jet coalition” that 
would help strengthen his coun-
try’s aerial capabilities, but instead 
secured a commitment for attack 
drones and hundreds more missiles.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak greet-
ed Zelenskyy with a handshake and 
hug after the president’s helicopter 
landed at Chequers, the British lead-
er’s official country retreat. It was 
Zelenskyy’s second trip to the U.K. 
since Russia invaded Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022, but the fifth European 
country he visited in three days.

He is seeking more military aid as 
Ukraine prepares a long-anticipated 
spring offensive to retake Russian-oc-
cupied territory. The Ukrainian lead-
er also visited Italy, the Vatican, Ger-
many and France.

Russia reacted to the U.K.’s new 
pledge “extremely negatively,” but 
also doubts the missiles and drones 
would drastically change the course 
of the war, Kremlin spokesman Dmit-
ry Peskov said Monday.

“Britain aspires to be at the fore-
front among countries that contin-
ue to pump weapons into Ukraine,” 
Peskov said. “We repeat once again: 
It cannot yield any drastic and funda-
mental influence on the way the spe-
cial military operation (in Ukraine) is 
unfolding. But, definitely, it leads to 
further destruction. ... It makes this 
whole story for Ukraine much more 
complicated.”

Zelenskyy said one of the missions 
of his European travels that started 
Saturday was to build a “fighter jet 
coalition” to provide Ukraine with 
vital military power in the air. He 
said more work was needed on that 
front.

No jets; 
instead,  
drones, 
missiles 
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Above, Jack Davis, left, 11, of Groton, a participant in the Drop the Clutch racing program, navigates his way around an online 
simulated racing track in the RD86 Space in New London. The after-school program meets on a weekly basis. Top left, Daniel 
Davis, 16, of Groton, navigates his simulated race car. Top right, Peter Armstrong, 14, of Ledyard, another participant.

Critics say idea would 
sideline industrial uses
By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press

Billings, Mont. — The Biden admin-
istration wants to put conserving vast 
government-owned lands on equal 
footing with oil drilling, livestock 
grazing and other interests, according 
to a top administration official who 
defended the idea against criticism 
that it could sideline industry.

The proposal would allow conser-

vationists and others to lease feder-
ally owned land to restore it, much 
the same way oil companies buy 
leases to drill and ranchers pay to 
graze cattle. Companies could also 

buy conservation leases, such as oil 
drillers who want to offset damage 
to public land by restoring acreage 
elsewhere.

Biden plan would lease federal land for conservation

By CLAIRE BESSETTE
Day Staff Writer

Norwich — Representatives from 
religious faith groups pledged Mon-
day to take the lead in trying to re-
duce gun violence in the wake of the 
fatal shooting last week of a 19-year-
old man at the Norwich Apartments 
complex.

Members of the Norwich Area In-
terfaith Association held an hourlong 
online meeting Monday with Jeremy 

Stein, executive director of Connecti-
cut Against Gun Violence, to hear 
ideas on ways to reduce gun violence. 
The interfaith association plans to or-
ganize community sessions with the 
public, police and political leaders 
and CAGV leaders.

The effort started in response to 
the death last Wednesday of Cam-
aury Jabezz Norman-Clack, 19, who 
died of a gunshot wound to the chest. 

Norwich faith leaders are planning 
to address gun violence in the city

Putting the pedal to the metal virtually

By LEE HOWARD
Business Editor

New London — They race on some 
of the most famous car tracks in the 
world, livestreamed via Twitch for 
all the world to see.

They run out of gas, blow out tires, 
slip sideways in the rain and survive 
some spectacular crashes.

But these are no ordinary car rac-
ers.

They are kids 11 years and older 

who meet after school from 3 to 6 
p.m. every Monday on the second 
floor of the RD86 Space building on 
Golden Street. They are part of an 
organization called Drop the Clutch 
that has set up a virtual-reality race 
team that one day could compete on 
real race tracks.

They also could be a source of 
revenue for the nonprofit business 
development group perhaps best 
known for the RD86 restaurant it 

runs on site. The idea is to use the 
Drop the Clutch brand to create an 
iRacing team that will be followed 
and supported on social media.

“We want to create a platform 
where people want to join our hosted 
races every week and build a com-
munity around that,” said Niko Maz-
zella of East Lyme, 28, who mentors 
some of the younger drivers.

Simulated racing has been a big 
thing for about 15 years and has 

only gotten more exciting as ev-
er-more-powerful computing and 
graphics make the experience in-
creasingly real to life. Famous tracks 
from around the world are laser 
scanned by the iRacing platform, 
where virtual drivers such as those 
with Drop the Clutch compete with 
each other for best times and, at 
major tournaments, for tens of thou-
sands of dollars.

Drop the Clutch gives kids access to online car racing

“There are rules around how we do oil and gas. There 
have not been rules around how we deliver on the 
portions of (federal law) that say, ‘Manage for fish 
and wildlife habitat, manage for clean water.’”
TRACY STONE-MANNING, DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
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A tranquilized black bear falls 
from a tree outside of a home 
on Sunday in Traverse City, 
Mich. 
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