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HARTFORD — After an ex-
tensive debate on the long-sim-
mering disparity of Connecti-
cut’s local tax rates — where af-
fluent towns have substantially
lowermill rates than cities— the
state Senate last week approved
legislation that would be a first

step toward eliminating the levy
while still providing towns and
cities the revenue needed to help
run local government.

The bill, approved unani-
mously and which heads next to
the House of Representatives,
would create a task force with a
February 2024 deadline to study
and make recommendations on
ways to repeal the motor vehicle

property tax, and possibly re-
placing the lost local revenue
throughways including a new8-
percent tax on insurance premi-
ums.

“This bill is a great bill and
will support millions of Con-
necticut residents,” said first-
term state Sen. MD Rahman, D-
Manchester, co-chairman of the
legislative Planning and Devel-

opment Committee, who intro-
duced the legislation for debate,
noting that residents of 18 states
do not pay local taxes on their
personal vehicles, including
New York, Pennsylvania and
Maine.

It set off an 80-minute discus-
sionon local government and the
inequities of high rates in cities,
wheremuchof the state’s region-

al social andmedical services are
locatedandwhere largeamounts
of untaxable properties, includ-
ing hospitals and institutions of
higher learning are located,
placeanadded tax loadonhome-
owners.

“This is an issue that impacts
every community, especially cit-
ies and poorer communities be-

Statemay endmotor vehicle taxes
By Ken Dixon
STAFF WRITER

Taxes continues on A8

RIDGEFIELD — Jessica Curran
said she recalls the day eight years
ago, sitting in a doctor’s office, when
her entire life came crashing down.

That was the moment she and her
husband, Christopher Curran, were
told their son, Conner Curran, now
12, has Duchenne muscular dystro-
phy, or DMD.

The genetic condition affects
mostly young boys and is marked by
the progressive loss of muscle as the
body fails to make dystrophin, a
muscle-building protein. It also
deteriorates the skeletal, cardiac and
pulmonary muscles.

“They handed me a thick packet.
They said, ‘Take him home. Love

Brian A. Pounds/Hearst Connecticut Media

Conner Curran, 12, right, tosses a football with his brother William, 10, at their home in Ridgefield last week.
Conner may receive additional gene therapy for his Duchenne's muscular dystrophy.

‘An exciting time
for us’

Ridgefield boywith genetic condition
may get more therapy to prolong his life

By Sandra Diamond Fox
STAFF WRITER

Conner Curran, 12, lower left, with his parents Christopher and Jessica,
and twin brother Kyle, 12, right, and brother William, 10, at their home.Therapy continues on A4

DANBURY—ATrum-
bull entrepreneur is
banking on Main Street’s
visibility to drive busi-
ness to a new indoor en-
tertainment venue, where
people pay admission to
escape from adventure-
themed rooms by finding
clues, cracking codes, and using ingenu-
ity.

“Escape rooms are a destination, and
wewant to bring that to themain drag in
Danbury,” said Howard Greenspan,
owner of SCS Direct in Trumbull. He
plans to open his second Escapology
franchise in a former furniture rental
store on the north end of Main Street.
“This is going to bring people to the
downtown.”

Constructionwas underway lastweek
to convert a 12,000-square-foot free-
standing, retail building last occupied by
Aaron’s at 348 Main St. into seven tech-
nology-enhanced game rooms — each

Escape to
downtown
Danbury
Businessman plans
to open adventure
venue onMain Street
By Rob Ryser
STAFF WRITER

Greenspan

Escape continues on A4

Paul Mounds had a special reason to
fret on Thursday, April 30, 2020, as the
governor’s office announced a staggering
481 deaths of Connecticut nursing home
residents over the seven
prior days.

Mounds was chief of
staff to Gov. Ned La-
mont, working nonstop
at the heart of the re-
sponse to the pandemic
— and fatalities among
the state’s long-term care
residents occupied much
of his attention. That
week would prove to be the peak of the
losses as Mounds’ boss read the tallies
with a grim face at his daily news brief-
ings.

But for Mounds, it wasn’t just about
the exploding numbers, or the COVID
tests finally arriving (far too late) in
mass quantities, or the infighting over
how to quell the deaths among state
officials, the largest nursing home union

Lamont ex-aide
recalls personal
COVID tragedy

Dan
Haar

COMMENTARY

Ex-aide continues on A8

NEWTOWN — Diagnosed
with Hodgkin’s lymphoma last
August, Kathryn “Katie” Pfeiffer,
of Newtown, was determined to
graduatewith theClass of 2023 at
Siena College.

Her desire to walk at Siena’s
commencement ceremony was a
driving force in her recovery.

“Today, I feel a lot better, like
my life is getting back on track,”
Pfeiffer said. “But when I first
learned I had the disease my re-

actionwas devastation and Iwas
shocked, I was really shocked. It
wasn’t even shock and devasta-
tionwhen it cametowhat thedis-
ease could do to me physically. It
was the impact it would have on
my everyday life.”

Last fall through early spring,
Pfeiffer took Siena classes re-
motely from her Newtown home
while undergoing chemothera-
py. Pfeiffer beat Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma, a type of cancer that af-
fects the lymphatic system,
which is part of the body’s im-
mune system.

She returned to theSiena cam-
pus in March and, on Sunday-
walked at commencement at
MVPArena inAlbany,N.Y. to re-
ceive her bachelor’s degree in
marketing.

“Our entire family is very ex-
cited and for two reasons,” said
Christine Pfeiffer, Katie’s mom.
“She beat the cancer and she’s
graduating. The No. 1 priority is
her health. The chemotherapy
worked, but it wasn’t easy. It’s
been a hard road, watching your
daughter go through what she
did to get to this point.”

‘Determined’ that cancer
wouldn’t ‘take over’

Katie Pfeiffer describes herself
as an “active” person who is in-
volved in her community and
college campus, including sing-
ing and dancing in the Siena aca-
pella group Lost in Sound.

“I was determined not to have
this disease take over,” she said.
“I was determined that I would
do everything I could to make it
to graduation and our com-
mencement.”

She worked with Siena to set

Newtown cancer patient driven to graduate
By Dan Nowak
STAFF WRITER

Lindsey Fish/Contributed photo

Siena College senior Katie
Pfeiffer, of Newtown.Newtown continues on A4


