
GREENWICHTIME.COM • TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 • SINCE 1877 • $3.00

Advice/puzzles...................B11
Business...............................A7
Classified.............................B8

Comics ................................B12
Obituaries ...........................A8
Opinion.................................A11

Public notices ....................B8
Sports........................B1-4, B6
Television...........................B10

© 2023
Hearst Media
Services CT

LLC

Weather: Partly cloudy, breezy.
High: 82. Low: 55.
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Paul Mounds had a special
reason to fret on Thursday,
April 30, 2020, as the governor’s
office announced a staggering
481 deaths of Connecticut nurs-
ing home residents over the
seven prior days.

Mounds was chief of staff to
Gov. Ned Lamont, working
nonstop at the heart of the re-
sponse to the pandemic — and
fatalities among the state’s long-
term care residents occupied
much of his attention. That
week would prove to be the
peak of the losses as Mounds’
boss read the tallies with a grim
face at his daily news briefings.

But for Mounds, it wasn’t just
about the exploding numbers, or
the COVID tests finally arriving
(far too late) in mass quantities,
or the infighting over how to
quell the deaths among state
officials, the largest nursing
home union and the industry.

It was personal. On that
Thursday, his grandmother,
battling a case of COVID-19, was
taken to Hartford Hospital as
her symptoms worsened.

Mounds told almost no one,
only the inner circle. He kept up
his frantic pace of work as La-
mont’s point person coordinat-
ing the efforts of state agencies
including the embattled Depart-
ment of Public Health, and re-
presenting Lamont on daily calls
with theWhite House and top
officials of surrounding states.

Six days later Lucy Lee Palm-
er, born in rural Georgia, passed
away at age 78 in her adopted
hometown of Hartford. She was
part of the Great Migration of
Black Americans from southern

‘I didn’t
mourn’
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Former top Lamont
aide recalls family
COVID tragedy

PORT CHESTER, N.Y. —
The dining and food scene in
Port Chester, N.Y., which has
an abundance of choices, is
gaining two new more.

The popular burger chain
Shake Shack is due to open in
the near future, and a new
bakery has just opened.

Nothing Bundt Cakes start-
ed with a “soft opening” in
early April at 262 Boston Post
Road, a shopping center
where LA Fitness is located.
The grand opening was held
two weeks ago.

Nothing Bundt Cakes is a

national chain with more
than 500 stores in North
America, including Stamford.

Owner Darrell Vega said he
expected the Port Chester
location would be a good one
for the cake business, but his
expectations have been ex-
ceeded.

“We were super swamped
with orders,” said Vega, a
native of Bronx, N.Y. who has
a military background.

The store, which has about
a dozen employees, had to
work extra hours to accom-
modate the demand for cakes
ahead of Mother’s Day.

“A lot of people coming

Tyler Sizemore/Hearst Connecticut Media

Store manager Lydia Zayas, mother of owner Darrell Vega, with a tray of cakes at Nothing Bundt Cakes in Port Chester, N.Y.,
where the cake franchise opened.

Dining delights
Popular bakery chainmakes Port Chester debut, with Shake Shack to follow
By Robert Marchant
STAFF WRITER
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A Shake Shack is coming to the Gateway Shopping Center in
Port Chester, N.Y.

HARTFORD — After an ex-
tensive debate on the long-sim-
mering disparity of Connecti-
cut’s local tax rates — where af-
fluent towns have substantially
lower mill rates than cities —
the state Senate last week ap-
proved legislation thatwould be
a first step toward eliminating
the levy while still providing
towns and cities the revenue
needed to help run local govern-
ment.

The bill, approved unani-
mously andwhich heads next to
the House of Representatives,
would create a task force with a
February 2024 deadline to
study and make recommenda-
tions on ways to repeal the mo-
tor vehicle property tax, and
possibly replacing the lost local
revenue through ways includ-
ing a new 8-percent tax on in-
surance premiums.

“This bill is a great bill and
will support millions of Con-
necticut residents,” said first-
term state Sen.MDRahman, D-

Manchester, co-chairman of the
legislative Planning and Devel-
opment Committee, who intro-
duced the legislation for debate,
noting that residents of 18 states
do not pay local taxes on their
personal vehicles, including

New York, Pennsylvania and
Maine.

It set off an 80-minute discus-
sion on local government and
the inequities of high rates in
cities, where much of the state’s
regional social and medical ser-

vices are located and where
large amounts of untaxable
properties, including hospitals
and institutions of higher learn-
ing are located, place an added
tax load on homeowners.

“This is an issue that impacts
every community, especially cit-
ies and poorer communities be-
cause they happen to have high-
er mill rates than some of their
suburban counterparts,” said
Senate Majority Leader Bob
Duff, D-Norwalk, who in recent
years has proposed eliminating

State looks at endingmotor vehicle taxes
By Ken Dixon
STAFF WRITER
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“Not only are you among the minority of
states that has to pay property tax on a motor
vehicle, but the rate at which you are paying

it is among the highest in the country.”
State Sen. Ryan Fazio

DAN HAAR
COMMENTARY

WALKING WEATHER
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Carol Neeson walks her dog, Maggie, at Cos Cob Park on Monday.

GREENWICH — Greenwich Police
are restarting two popular community
programs that were put on hold during
the pandemic: a women’s self-defense
class and theYouthCitizen’sPoliceAcad-
emy.

The first class for young women in
self-defense tactics will be offered May
27. Geared for women high school and
college students, the one-day seminar
will give participants an understanding
of threats and ways to counter them.

“There are benefits for having self-de-
fense skills for women,” noted Deputy
Chief Mark Zuccerella.

The seminar runs from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Women aged 16 to 21 who reside or
work in Greenwich may participate; the
cost is $40. Participants also get a T-shirt.

The program aims to bolster confi-
dence in self-defense situations and help
overcome physical and psychological
challenges, according to the organizers.

Greenwich police restart
women’s self-defense classes
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Greenwich police is offering a
self-defense class for young women.

By Robert Marchant
STAFF WRITER
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