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Weather: Sunny to partly
cloudy and breezy.
High: 78. Low: 56. Page A12

STRATFORD — The
South End Community
Center has been a main-
stay in town for genera-
tions, and its location in a
former factory building
dating to 1959 is showing
its age — but change will
soon be coming.

The structure’s faded
façade was the backdrop
Monday for an announce-
ment from Gov. Ned La-
mont of a $2.4 million
grant from the state’s
Community Investment
Fund 2030 for interior and
exterior renovations, as
well as program expan-
sion that the community
center’s leaders said
would give it a new lease
on its long life as a bul-

wark of support in the
working class neighbor-
hood.

“We have kids whose
grandmothers have come
here,” said Program Coor-
dinator Ty Sims, noting a
public housing develop-
ment nearby and Section 8
housing scattered
throughout the area. “Just
to continue to have these
young people have places
in their neighborhood that
they can walk to, that they
can come to for homework
support or whatever it is,
that’s so exciting for us.”

Themoneywas also ap-
plauded by Chris Dina,
chairperson of the South
End Community Council,
a nonprofit founded in
1969 that operates the cen-
ter.

Stratford
community
center to get
$2.4M refit
By Ethan Fry
STAFF WRITER

Center continues on A4

BRIDGEPORT — Res-
taurant weeks have be-
come a common way for
Connecticut municipali-
ties to promote the eater-
ies within their borders
and lure foodies to town.

And now Bridgeport,
and more specifically its
economic development
office, is getting in on the
action, hosting an event
from June 24 to July 1 in
coordination with the
municipal small/minori-
ty business office, the
Bridgeport Regional
Business Council and the
Downtown Special Ser-

vices District.
Tiadora Josef, commu-

nications director for
Mayor Joe Ganim, said
that while other munici-
palities typically host
their restaurant weeks in
the spring and fall, “We
wanted to capitalize on
the summer months to
coincide with all that
Bridgeport has to offer
during this time.”

She noted in particular
the just-starting concert
season at the warm-
weather amphitheater
that opened in 2021 and
events at the adjacent en-
tertainment/sports are-
na.

Summer
restaurant
week planned
for Bridgeport
By Brian Lockhart
STAFF WRITER

Summer continues on A6

HARTFORD — After an extensive
debate on the long-simmering dispar-
ity of Connecticut’s local tax rates —
where affluent towns have substan-
tially lowermill rates than cities— the
state Senate last week approved legis-
lation that would be a first step to-
ward eliminating the levy while still

providing towns and cities the reve-
nue needed to help run local govern-
ment.

The bill, approved unanimously
and which heads next to the House of
Representatives, would create a task
force with a February 2024 deadline
to study and make recommendations
on ways to repeal the motor vehicle
property tax, and possibly replacing
the lost local revenue through ways

including a new 8-percent tax on in-
surance premiums.

“This bill is a great bill andwill sup-
port millions of Connecticut resi-
dents,” said first-term state Sen. MD
Rahman,D-Manchester, co-chairman
of the legislative Planning and Devel-
opment Committee, who introduced
the legislation for debate, noting that
residents of 18 states do not pay local

State looks at ending
motor vehicle taxes
By Ken Dixon
STAFF WRITER

Taxes continues on A4
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“Time and time again when I knocked on
doors as I was campaigning, people kept
saying we need to eliminate this car tax,” said
state Sen. Herron Gaston, D-Bridgeport. “It is
a burden.”

Paul Mounds had a special
reason to fret on Thursday,
April 30, 2020, as the governor’s
office announced a staggering
481 deaths of Connecticut nurs-
inghomeresidentsover thesev-
en prior days.

Mounds was chief of staff to
Gov. Ned Lamont, working
nonstop at the heart of the re-
sponse to the pandemic — and
fatalities among the state’s long-
term care residents occupied
much of his attention. That

week would prove to be the
peak of the losses as Mounds’
boss read the tallieswith a grim

face at his daily news briefings.
But for Mounds, it wasn’t

just about the exploding num-
bers, or the COVID tests finally
arriving (far too late) in mass
quantities, or the infighting
over how to quell the deaths
amongstate officials, the largest
nursinghomeunion and the in-
dustry.

It was personal. On that
Thursday, his grandmother,
battling a case of COVID-19,

Former Lamont aide recalls personal
tragedy at peak of COVID deaths

DAN HAAR
COMMENTARY

Haar continues on A6

SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY CLASS OF ’23 GRADUATES

Photos by Carol Kaliff/For Hearst Connecticut Media

Sacred Heart University held its
commencement ceremonies Sunday

at the Hartford Healthcare
Amphitheater in Bridgeport, with

more than 2,800 students graduating
with undergraduate and graduate
degrees. More photos, page A3

MILFORD—LisaVega started
watching nail art videos out of
boredom during the COVID-19
pandemic. But when she lost her
job at an events company, the
hours she had spent on Youtube
paid off.

“The pandemic was really the
motivator because there was
nothing else to do. I couldn’t get a
job because nobody was offering
jobs,” Vega said. “So everything
was just up in the air. So I just
said, ‘I’m just gonna do nails for a
little bit to see how it takes off.’”

In the past three years, her cli-
entele expanded. And this month
she celebrated the grand opening
of her store, the Lyra Luxe Beauty
Salon, in the Devon section of

Pandemic boredom lead
to business opportunity

By Andy Tsubasa Field
STAFF WRITER

Salon continues on A4

Milford salon owner
proved a quick study


