
719-576-1449 • www.hear-wise.com719-576-1449 • www.hear-wise.com
Hear Your Best. . . for less!

THREE REASONS TO GET YOUR NEW
HEARING AIDS FROM HEAR-WISE:

1. Newest Technology
2. Most Experienced Sta�

3. Lowest Price...
              Guaranteed!

See gazette.com for more 
news, photos and videos.

BONUS COVERAGE
Afterwork
A book by two local 
financial planners 
tackling how to make 
the golden years truly 
fulfilling. LIFE, D1

Similar  
superstars
Nikola Jokic and 
Lebron James set to 
enter NBA’s spotlight. 
SPORTS, C1

VOL. 152   •  NO. 55   •   COPYRIGHT © 2023

need 
logo

ice

chance snow

snow showers

rain snow

rain

chance rain

clear

sunny

partly sunny

tshowers

chance storms

mostly cloudy

cloudy

windy

Sunny sky 

8 a.m. Noon 4 p.m. 8 p.m.

Mostly sunny Mostly sunny Mostly clear 
57 70 78 72

partly cloudy

evening tstorms

Inc. clouds 

8 a.m. Noon 4 p.m. 8 p.m.

Inc. clouds Inc. clouds Clear 
60 80 84 78

A3  LOCAL & STATE   I   A5  NATION & WORLD   I   A10  HISTORY   I   B1  BUSINESS   I   B2  OBITUARIES   I   C1  SPORTS   I   D1  LIFE   I   D4  COMICS HIGH 74, LOW 48
INDEX WEATHER B16

SERVING COLORADO SPRINGS & THE PIKES PEAK REGION TuESDAy, MAy 16, 2023 $2.00$2.00

TWO-TIME PULITZER PRIZE WINNER / FOUNDED 1872

Daily

Clerk’s Office data shows 28.6% of runoff ballots are in; District 1 has cast most

Springs mayor’s race: Tuesday 
is the last day to return ballots

BY BREEANNA JENT
breeanna.jent@gazette.com

Tuesday is the last day voters in Colora-
do Springs can return their ballots for 
the mayoral runoff election between 
candidates Wayne Williams and Yemi 

Mobolade.
Data from the City Clerk’s Office show as of Sat-

urday 28.6%, or 89,712, of the city’s 313,696 active 
registered voters had returned their ballots, com-
pared with 82,404 ballots returned at the same 
point in May 2015, the last time the city held a 

runoff election and voters elected outgoing May-
or John Suthers to his first term.

Suthers was resoundingly reelected in the city’s 
regular election in 2019, so no runoff was held 
that year. He leaves office June 6 after serving 
eight years as mayor.

City clerk’s data as of Saturday show voters in 
District 1, the city’s northwest area, have cast the 
most ballots to date for Tuesday’s runoff election 
at 19,510. Residents in District 2 (north) have 
returned 17,788 ballots; District 3 (southwest), 
16,407; and District 5 (central), 15,546. District 

6 (east) voters have returned 14,405 ballots and 
District 4 (southeast) voters have returned the 
fewest, at 6,056 so far.

Last week City Clerk Sarah Johnson told The 
Gazette she expects the runoff election to draw a 
turnout between 40% and 50%, based on current 
numbers. More voters have returned their ballots 
for the May 16 election than at the same point 
ahead of the April 4 regular election, when about 
18.1% of voters had returned their ballots, clerk’s 

JERILEE BENNETT, THE GAZETTE
Ballot processing is underway at the City Administration Building in downtown Colorado Springs for the runoff election that will decide the next 
mayor. Sadie J. Is one of the election workers processing the ballots Monday. Ballots must be dropped off by 7 p.m. Tuesday evening and ballots 
will be counted to decide who will be the next mayor of Colorado Springs. The next mayor will take office June 6. 

BY JERRY DUNLEAVY
The Washington Examiner

Special counsel John Durham’s 
long-awaited report on his investi-
gation into the Trump-Russia report 
states the FBI and Department of Jus-
tice had no proper basis to launch the 
controversial investigation.

Durham’s 306-page report, which 
he described as “sobering,” cast doubt 
on the idea that the FBI should have 

ever even launched its Crossfire Hur-
ricane investigation into allegations 
of collusion between former President 
Donald Trump and the Russian gov-
ernment during the 2016 election.

The special counsel concluded: 
“Based on the evidence gathered in 
the multiple exhaustive and costly 
investigations of these matters, nei-
ther U.S. law enforcement nor the 
Intelligence Community appears to 

have possessed any actual evidence 
of collusion in their holdings at the 
commencement of the Crossfire 
Hurricane investigation.”

Durham also highlighted the dou-
ble standard in how the FBI inves-
tigated election-related matters tied 
to Trump versus Hillary Clinton.

As news from the report began to 
leak, Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, an-
nounced his office “reached out to 

the Justice Department to have Spe-
cial Counsel John Durham testify 
next week.”

The report found that “upon re-
ceipt of unevaluated intelligence 
information from Australia, the FBI 
swiftly opened the Crossfire Hurri-
cane investigation” and that at the 
direction of since-fired FBI Deputy 
Director Andrew McCabe, since-
fired Deputy Assistant Director for 

Counterintelligence Peter Strzok 
“opened Crossfire Hurricane imme-
diately.” Durham noted that “Strzok, 
at a minimum, had pronounced hos-
tile feelings toward Trump.”

The special counsel concluded 
that “the matter was opened as a 
full investigation without ever hav-
ing spoken to the persons who pro-

Durham report: FBI, DOJ had no proper basis to launch Trump-Russia investigation
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BY ANNIKA SCHMIDT
annika.schmidt@gazette.com

NBC News reported Mon-
day that President Joe Biden 
may halt plans to move Space 
Command to Huntsville, Ala.

Unnamed sources in the 
report say they believe the 
White House’s potential plan 
to delay stems from “abortion 
politics” in Alabama, which 
recently passed what is con-
sidered to be one of the most 
restrictive abortion laws in 
the United States.

In his final days in office, for-
mer President Donald Trump 
made the decision to move 
Space Command from Colora-
do Springs to Alabama, a deci-
sion which Colorado Springs 
officials and members of the 
state’s congressional delega-
tion have worked for more 
than two years to reverse, or 
at least to reopen the head-
quarters location process.

The Gazette previously 
reported that they argued 
moving the command would 
cost more than $1 billion, 
force many of the com-
mand’s personnel and civil-
ian employees to move or 
quit, and would likely delay 
the command’s plan to for-
mally begin operations later 
this year.

When considering a head-
quarters location, the military 
generally considers access to 
health care, housing, room 
for growth and quality of life. 
According to the NBC report, 
the White House said the 
Alabama abortion ban was 
not a factor in its ongoing re-
view of the headquarters loca-
tion decision.

The Gazette previously re-
ported that two federal in-
quiries — conducted by the 
Department of Defense’s 
Inspector General and the 

Biden may 
halt move 
of Space 
Command
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