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President Xi Jinping underlined 
on Monday China’s readiness to 
explore cooperation with Eritrea in 
infrastructure development, tele-
communications, agriculture, min-
ing and fisheries as part of broader 
steps to promote win-win coopera-
tion and common development. 

In talks with visiting Eritrean 
President Isaias Afwerki in Beijing, 
Xi reaffirmed Beijing’s commitment 
to supporting the African nation in 
safeguarding its sovereignty, securi-
ty and development interests and 
opposing foreign interference in its 
internal affairs and imposition of 
unilateral sanctions. 

China will encourage more busi-
nesses to invest in Eritrea and contin-
ue with aid programs, including 
sending medical teams and agricul-
tural experts, he told Isaias, who start-
ed his state visit to China on Sunday. 

Before their talks, a red carpet 
was rolled out for the Eritrean presi-
dent during a ceremony that also 
included a 21-gun salute and a 
guard of honor. 

Isaias’ visit to China came ahead 
of the 30th anniversary of the two 
nations’ establishment of diplo-
matic ties on May 24. 

Xi noted that both nations have 
always trusted and supported each 
other over the past three decades, 
and Beijing, as a trustworthy friend 
of Eritrea, has always viewed and 
developed bilateral ties from a stra-
tegic and long-term perspective. 

In an international landscape 
full of instability and uncertainties, 
ensuring the sound growth of ties 
between China and Eritrea is not 
only in keeping with the common 
and long-term interests of both 
nations, but is also instrumental to 
safeguarding regional peace and 
international fairness and justice, 
he said. 

Xi underscored China’s readiness 

to deepen the bilateral friendship, 
both as friends and comrades, and 
take the bilateral strategic partner-
ship to a new level. 

China is willing to conduct 
exchanges with Eritrea on experien-
ces in state governance, and support 
each other in jointly opposing uni-
lateralism and hegemonic acts in 
order to uphold the common inter-
ests of both nations and those of 
developing countries, he said. 

He called on both nations to 
jointly utilize frameworks and plat-
forms such as the joint building of 
the Belt and Road, the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation and the 
Outlook on Peace and Develop-
ment in the Horn of Africa, in 
advancing win-win cooperation. 

Xi expressed appreciation for 
Eritrea’s support of China’s efforts 
to evacuate its citizens from Sudan, 
which he said spoke volumes for 
the strong bond of friendship 
between the two nations. 

The two nations should adopt 
more measures to strengthen peo-
ple-to-people exchanges, he added. 

Xi expounded on the need for 
China and Africa to build up their 
solidarity and tackle challenges of 
the times under the new circum-
stances, saying that mutual respect, 
understanding, support and help 
will forever be the focus of China-
Africa friendship. 

He noted that Africa is “a land full 
of hope”, adding that cooperation 
between China and Africa plays an 

important role in guiding South-
South cooperation and international 
cooperation with the continent. 

He reaffirmed China’s resolve to 
work with African nations to carry 
forward the traditional friendship, 
consolidate strategic mutual trust 
and provide new opportunities for 
Africa, as China moves forward with 
high-quality growth and follows its 
own path to modernization. 

The two sides should further deep-
en and firm up pragmatic coopera-
tion and promote the building of an 
even closer China-Africa community 
with a shared future, Xi said. 

Isaias emotionally recalled his 
special attachment to China over the 
past 50-plus years, saying that his 
people will never forget the precious 

support from China in their efforts 
to win independence and liberation. 

China is a great country and any 
attempt to contain China’s develop-
ment is doomed to failure, he said. 

He appealed for stronger cooper-
ation between the two countries 
and expressed belief that the bilat-
eral strategic partnership will help 
Eritrea achieve economic and 
social development. 

Premier Li Qiang also held talks 
with Isaias on Monday. 

Trade between China and Eritrea 
grew by 32.2 percent year-on-year to 
$610 million in 2022, with China 
mainly exporting electronic and 
mechanical products and importing 
copper ore and leather products 
from the African nation.

President Xi Jinping and visiting Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki wave to children during a welcoming ceremony before their talks at 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Monday.  WANG YE / XINHUA

Collaboration with China vital for global 
innovations, German scientist says
By ZHANG ZHIHAO
zhangzhihao@chinadaily.com.cn

International science and tech-
nology cooperation with China is 
vital for pushing the boundaries 
of science and creating innova-
tions and solutions to benefit 
human societies, a noted German 
scientist said.

Encouraging open and interdis-
ciplinary collaboration and 
enhancing support for basic 
research and female scientists are 
conducive to China’s transforma-
tion into an innovative nation, 
Claudia Felser, director of the Max 
Planck Institute for Chemical 
Physics of Solids, told China Daily 
in an exclusive interview.

Planck Institute has had a tradi-
tion of maintaining strong aca-
demic interactions with its 
Chinese peers. 

Reform and opening-up are 
significant for scientific develop-
ment and international coopera-
tion, she said. 

Since 2007, she has collaborat-
ed with Chinese researchers 
from the Institute of Physics at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
in the cutting-edge field of quan-
tum materials, with the shared 
goal of creating new materials 
with distinctive qualities to 
serve the major strategic needs 
of countries.

See Science, page 3

AI-generated songs raise concerns over infringement
By CAO YIN
caoyin@chinadaily.com.cn

Singaporean singer Stefanie Sun 
has become a trending topic on 
Chinese social media platforms 
once again — not for a new album 
or concert, but for an artificial 
intelligence version of her voice.

In recent weeks, a series of music 
videos featuring Sun’s “voice” has 
created a buzz after being uploaded 
on Bilibili.com, a popular Chinese 
video-sharing platform. Incredibly, 
none of the songs were sung by Sun 
herself, but produced by AI software.

One of them, a video of Fa Ru 
Xue, or “Hair Like Snow”, in which 
Sun’s voice was digitally inserted in 
place of the original Chinese singer, 
Jay Chou, has been viewed more 
than 1.6 million times on the plat-
form since it was posted on April 14.

In addition to generating Sun’s 
voice, the software has also repli-
cated the voices of other famous 
singers including pop diva Faye 
Wong and Singapore’s JJ Lin.

Many viewers were shocked by 
the AI-generated songs, comment-
ing that it is too difficult to distin-
guish their idols’ voices from the 

AI versions, with some embracing 
a technology that provides people 
with a different way to enjoy their 
favorite music. 

However, legal professionals 
have expressed concerns about the 
possibility of rights infringements.

“Those AI-generated songs 
allegedly infringe upon the copy-
right of singers, lyricists and com-
posers, even as some AI zealots 
argue that they play the songs for 
free just for fun,” said Liu Bin, a 
lawyer who specializes in han-
dling intellectual property cases at 
Beijing Zhongwen Law Firm.

“It’s hard for the producers of 
AI-generated songs to explain 
that they didn’t make the songs 
for profit, because uploading the 
videos on such a big streaming 
platform can legally be deemed as 
business behavior,” he said.

Zhao Zhanling, another Beijing 
lawyer, said using AI to simulate a 
singer’s voice without permis-
sion, and then mass-sharing it, 
meets the definition of infringe-
ment according to the Chinese 
Copyright Law.

See Infringement, page 3

Travelers pass through border inspection gates using fast-lane 
services at Xiaoshan International Airport in Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
province, on Monday. All ports nationwide resumed fast-lane 
entry and exit services on Monday to facilitate cross-border travel.
LONG WEI / FOR CHINA DAILY
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This year 
marks the 
45th anniver-
sary of China’s 
reform and 
opening-up. 
Having visited 
China over a 
dozen times 
since 2007, 
Felser said she 
has been very 
impressed by 
the country’s progress in science 
and technology over the years, and 
the quantity and quality of scientific 
talent it has produced.

“Many of my colleagues and stu-
dents in Germany are Chinese,” 
Felser said, adding that the Max 

Claudia Felser

Xi calls for 
strengthening 
friendship with 
Central Asia
By MO JINGXI
mojingxi@chinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping has encour-
aged young people from Central 
Asian countries who are studying 
in China to be devoted to promot-
ing China-Central Asia friendship 
and to make greater contributions 
to bolstering relations between 
China and their home countries. 

In a letter of reply to students from 
Central Asian countries at China 
University of Petroleum-Beijing that 
was published on Monday, Xi said 
that China and Central Asian coun-
tries, which are linked by mountains 
and waters, enjoy a profound friend-
ship and a shared future. 

Xi said that since 2013, when he 
initiated jointly building the Silk 
Road Economic Belt, the China-
Central Asia relations have con-
stantly improved, with accelerated 
cooperation in all fields that benefit 
people of both sides. 

The friendship between China 
and Central Asian countries needs 
to be carried forward by ambitious 
and promising young people from 
generation to generation, he said, 
adding that the students are not 
only witnesses to and beneficiaries 
of Sino-Central Asian ties, but they 
also help boost the relations. 

Xi expressed his hope that the stu-
dents will be devoted to the cause of 
China-Central Asia friendship, carry 
forward the “Silk Road spirit” and 
tell the stories of China and Central 
Asian countries well.

He also called on the students to 
work as the “envoys of friendship” and 
“bridges of cooperation”, and contrib-
ute to building a closer China-Central 
Asia community with a shared future.

Recently, the students wrote a let-
ter to Xi and expressed their determi-
nation to study hard and strengthen 
cooperation to make contributions 
to building the China-Central Asia 
community with a shared future.

Benefits 
reaped as AI 
makes rapid 

progress
◆

Technological 
advances transform 
computer industry 

and daily life
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J ust five seconds after Abu 
was asked to paint a picture 
of cattle returning to a farm, 
an image was provided with 

the reply, “Here it is”.
The work of art was truly impress-

ive, as Abu is not a human, but a robot 
based on artificial intelligence, or AI. 

In addition to painting, the robot 
can write reports, make video clips, 
and, at the command of those in its 
user group, perform all the tasks a 
human can do on a computer.

Thanks to the development of 
computer algorithms, the develop-
ment of AI has accelerated so rapidly 
in recent years that it has acquired 
skills previously thought to be the 
sole preserve of humans.

Zhou Xiao, an assistant professor 
at Renmin University of China’s Gao-
ling School of Artificial Intelligence, 
listed some examples of AI that can 
be used in daily life, including those 
that compete with humans in playing 
games such as Go.

See AI, page 2
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