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Another man has gone missing in a Tulare County
waterway, according to sheriff�’s offi�cials. 

Around 11 a.m. Sunday, deputies got a call that Wil-
liam “Billy” Moore was seen fl�oating down the Tule Riv-
er Saturday night. The 38-year-old man was on fl�otation
device, according to witnesses. The description of the
fl�otation device wasn’t given. 

Deputies went to the river to start their search Sun-
day. They brought drones and other water rescue equip-
ment. The California Highway Patrol Helicopter “H 40”
also helped with the search, sheriff�’s offi�cials said. 

As of Monday morning, Moore had not be found. 
He was last seen wearing multi-colored swim shorts

with a gray and white T-shirt. 
Moore does not have any known medical conditions

or mental health issues, according to sheriff�’s offi�cials.
He is described as “able-bodied and able to swim and
walk.” 

Despite a swimmer’s abilities, the sheriff� has con-
tinued to warn people to stay away from the water after
a heavy rain season and melting snow fl�ow quickly. 

This is not the fi�rst the fi�rst time someone has gone
missing in a Tulare County waterway this year. 

Earlier this month, local fi�rst responders rescued a
7-year-old child and a man stuck on a rock in the middle
of Kaweah River at Slick Rock, which is now closed. 

The survivors were treated at a local hospital. Anoth-
er man went missing the same day in the open waters
and hasn’t been found.

Tulare County mountains have seen a record-break-
ing winter season with a Sierra snowpack over 200% of
normal for this time of year.

Tulare County
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search Tule
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Visalia Unifi�ed school offi�cials are providing stu-
dents with more opportunities to ensure they have
access to higher education opportunities throughout
the state.

Hundreds of Visalia Unifi�ed students will have
“guaranteed” admission into California State Univer-
sity, Fresno thanks to the “Bulldog Bound” partner-
ship between the school district and the Central Val-
ley school. 

“We have many fi�rst-generation graduates who
need support in learning about these opportunities
and applying to schools,” Visalia Unifi�ed Superinten-
dent Kirk Shrum said. “Through these partnerships,
we want our community to know that we see you, we
hear you, and we are doing everything possible to get
your student into a post-secondary education.”

Guaranteed admission is available to qualifying
seniors and pre-admission is available to juniors;

however, the program is off�ered as early as ninth
grade.

By participating in the Bulldog Bound partnership,
students receive help with applications, early fi�nan-
cial aid estimates, as well as access to scholarship op-
portunities. 

“When a student earns a college degree, they really
change the trajectory of their entire family, because
younger [and older] siblings see them,” said Kent Wil-
lis, vice president for student aff�airs and enrollment.
“Everybody starts to see that education is equitable
and accessible.” 

This is the third partnership of its kind, as Visalia
Unifi�ed announced similar admission-focused pro-
grams with the University of Merced, California in
October 2022 and Fresno Pacifi�c University in March
2023. 

To qualify for the program, students must meet
complete 15 A-G courses, including four years of Eng-
lish and three years of math, with a weighted GPA of
2.5.

VUSD offi�cials unveil new ‘guaranteed
admissions’ program with Fresno State
Lauren Jennings
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After months of nonstop grinding, El Diamante
High School’s Super Smash Bros. Ultimate esports
team fi�nally earned its storybook ending.

The season started off� picture-perfect: Gabriel
Woods, Uriel Sanchez and Daniel Lobato (backed by
Martin Urbina and Seth Carillo) dominated most of
their games due to their quick ability to work collab-
oratively with one another while also adapting their
gameplay based on their opponents. 

“On most teams, you will see one really strong
player,” said J.C. Marquez, esports head coach. “But in
this case, I can say they are all pretty balanced — they
all complement each other well.” 

Those familiar with the Smash Bros. series have
compared Wood’s gameplay to that of Kurama’s, one
of the best Smashers in the world. Both players play
Mario, a tough, combo-based fi�ghter. 

Sanchez uses a character more recently introduced
to the game, Steve, from the Minecraft series. The
character is both hard to play and even more diffi�cult
to defend against. Lobato plays King K. Rool, a defen-
sive-based tank with high endurance who packs a
heavy punch. 

This specifi�c combination of characters, along with
the skill each athlete brings to the table, allowed this
trio to not only remain undefeated throughout the
season but also win the Spring 2023 PlayVS California
Region Championship — beating out more than 135
teams — as well as the California Interscholastic Fed-
eration Grand Finals. 

CIF and PlayVS entered a partnership in 2019 to
launch the CIF Esports Initiative; however, this year
the two entities went their separate ways, each hold-
ing their own state championships. 

El Diamante holds the title to both. 

‘Now there is
no question’

El Diamante High School’s Super Smash Bros. Ultimate esports team was crowned the Spring 2023 PlayVS
California Region Champions as well as the 2023 CIF State Champions. PROVIDED BY J.C. MARQUEZ

El Diamante crowned Smash Bros. Ultimate esports champions, twice
Lauren Jennings
Visalia Times-Delta | USA TODAY NETWORK

See ESPORTS, Page 3A

WASHINGTON – The number of migrants en-
countered at the southern border fell 50% during the
last three days compared with the days leading up to
the end of a key pandemic-era regulation, but it’s too
early to draw fi�rm conclusions about what this
means long term, U.S. offi�cials said Monday. 

Blas Nunez-Neto, assistant secretary for border
and immigration policy at the Department of Home-
land Security, said border offi�cials had been encoun-
tering a little less than 5,000 people a day since im-
migration restrictions linked to the coronavirus pan-
demic – referred to as Title 42 – expired at midnight
Thursday and new U.S. enforcement measures went
into eff�ect Friday. He did not give exact numbers.

US: Number of
migrants halved 
at southern border
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