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BILLINGS, Mont. – The Biden ad-
ministration wants to put conserving
vast government-owned lands on equal
footing with oil drilling, livestock graz-
ing and other interests, according to a

top administration offi�cial who de-
fended the idea against criticism that it
would interfere with industry.

The proposal would allow conserva-
tionists and others to lease federally
owned land to restore it, much the same
way oil companies buy leases to drill
and ranchers pay to graze cattle. Com-
panies could also buy conservation
leases – for example, oil drillers might
want to off�set damage to public land by
restoring acreage elsewhere.

Tracy Stone-Man-
ning, director of the Bu-
reau of Land Manage-
ment, said in an inter-
view with The Associated
Press that the proposed
changes would address
rising pressure from cli-
mate change and devel-

opment. While the bureau previously is-
sued leases for conservation in limited
cases, it has never had a dedicated pro-

gram for it, she said.
“It makes conservation an equal

among the multiple uses that we man-
age for,” Stone-Manning said. “There
are rules around how we do solar devel-
opment. There are rules around how we
do oil and gas. There have not been rules
around how we deliver on the portions
of (federal law) that say, ‘Manage for fi�sh
and wildlife habitat, manage for clean 

Leases for conservation proposed
Restoration of federally
owned tracts one option

Matthew Brown
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Buckle up. The world’s most infl�u-
ential natural weather feature is shift-
ing gears. 

An El Niño is building along the
equator in the eastern Pacifi�c Ocean,
and chances are above normal it will
be a strong El Niño, the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration
says. That could have dramatic conse-
quences in the United States and
around the globe this year and into
next year. 

Climate scientists are especially
concerned about the potential for hot-
ter temperatures. Given that things al-
ready are warmer than normal, they
say, a strong El Niño could send global
average temperatures soaring to a rec-
ord high.

El Niño is a natural climate pattern.
Its counterpart, La Niña, ended over
the winter after three years of disas-
trous weather. 

The most recent ocean temperature
in the El Niño region, the central and
eastern tropical Pacifi�c Ocean, was 

Building
El Niño
may dial
up heat
Scientists are predicting
declaration by July

Dinah Voyles Pulver and Doyle Rice
USA TODAY

A man cools himself at a fountain
April 27 in Seville, Spain. Given that
things already are warmer than
normal, scientists say, a strong El
Niño could send global average
temperatures soaring to a record
high. SANTI DONAIRE/AP FILE
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Last summer, Olas de Carlos Surf
Grill, a popular Mexican restaurant in
Camarillo, was sued by someone who
alleged it was violating the Americans
with Disabilities Act. 

The restaurant’s owner, Carlos
Reyes, said he had some relatively mi-
nor work done to correct the problems,
including lowering the sinks in the rest-
room, and the business's landlord paid
about $10,000 to settle the lawsuit.

Then in March of this year, Olas de
Carlos and its landlord were hit with
another lawsuit, this one from someone
who has fi�led more than 500 ADA law-
suits in the past few years. There was
only one alleged violation: The disabled

access space in the parking lot has a
slope that exceeds the 2.08% allowed
by state and federal law.

Reyes said he feels targeted. He’s not
sure what he’ll do about the new law-
suit, but he said he can’t aff�ord to hire a
lawyer or pay a settlement like the one
his landlord paid last year.

“I would have to close the business,
restaurant margins being what they
are,” Reyes said. “My wife and I operate
this place, and we work from open to
close every day.”

The plaintiff� in the most recent case
is Anthony Bouyer who says in his law-
suit that he visited Olas de Carlos “on or
about” Feb. 8. 

So far this year, Bouyer has fi�led 35
disability access lawsuits in Ventura 

Carlos Reyes, owner of Olas de Carlos Surf Grill in Camarillo, stands over the handicap parking spot for his business on on
May 9. The eatery is the subject of a lawsuit alleging that the slope for its disabled access parking spot is out of
compliance. ANTHONY PLASCENCIA/THE STAR

Businesses hit with string
of disabled access lawsuits
One person has fi�led 35 of the lawsuits in
Ventura County Superior Court just this year
Tony Biasotti
Ventura County Star

USA TODAY NETWORK

h “California needs to do
something. It’s driving people
out of business.”

Carlos Reyes
Restaurant owner

See LAWSUITS, Page 2A

h “Litigation is a form of
accountability.”

Cindy Liu
Disability rights advocate 

h “It’s tricky because you want
to make sure that small
businesses are not unfairly
being sued, but then also you
don’t want to permit
businesses to flout the
accessibility laws.”

Ashley Hoffman
Policy advocate with the California Chamber


